
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

© 2021 St. Louis University. Permission is hereby 
granted to reproduce for personal or parish use. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  
In our present time, as missionary disciples, we are called to be a people of prayer. Throughout our Diocese of 
Stockton, I ask that all families, prayer groups, adorers of the Blessed Sacrament, those participating in the Divine 
Mercy devotion, Rosary groups, etc., to join me in an intercessory prayer outreach as we kneel before the Lord.  
 
As we come before Him, let us pray for the following: 

 Our country, for a greater appreciation for the respect and sanctity of life 
 An end to the lawlessness and violence in our society 
 For all who are suffering due to natural disasters and an end to the wildfires 
 An end to the unrelenting and life-threatening effects of the pandemic  
 For abundant rain and snow and an end to the drought 

  
Brothers and sisters in Christ, during this month of the Rosary, let us kneel before the Lord and offer all the present 
suffering in the world in reparation for sin and its repercussions. We pray for mercy, divine mercy, during these 
challenging and uncertain times. As a diocese, let us be united in prayer as we entrust these special intentions to God, 
Our Father. 
 
In the Peace of Christ,  
Bishop Cotta  
 
Lord Jesus, have mercy.  
Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for us.  
St. Joseph, pray for us.  

Let Us Kneel  

Before the Lord! 

We inhabitants of the earth are a people in exile. We are not at home on the very land we occupy, and so we exploit 
and plunder it. We are not at home with each other, and so we violate each other’s dignity and kill. When one of us 
cries out prophetically to the Lord, as the blind beggar Bartimaeus did, the others “scold him to make him keep quiet.” 
 
Fortunately, though, we have a Lord who “will bring them back from the land of the north, who will gather them from 
the ends of the world,” so that they can “return as an immense throng.” (First Reading, Jeremiah 31:8) This is the Lord 
who has “done great things for us,” especially for the blind and the lame such as Bartimaeus.  
  
“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asks the blind beggar. What do the people of the 
world want us Christians to do for them? Can we bring them home and lead them out of exile? 
Can we follow in the footsteps of Christ and “do away with death?” Can we provide the faith that 
will heal? 
 

We do not know the time for the consummation of the earth and of humanity. Nor do we know how all things 
will be transformed. As deformed by sin, the shape of this world will pass away. But we are taught that God is 
preparing a new dwelling place and a new earth where justice will abide, and whose blessedness will answer 
and surpass all the longings for peace which spring up in the human heart.    
(Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World 1965:39)  
                                                                                                                                                                           Gerald Darring 



 

 

Monday 10/25 ~  Communion Service 
                      8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 10/26 - Friday 10/29 ~ Daily Mass 
                       8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 10/27 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation 
             6:00 - 7:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 10/30 ~ Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm  
                31st Sunday in Ordinary Time  
                Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Saturday 10/30 ~ Rosary & Mass, 5:00 pm  
                       St. Patrick’s, Outdoors in Mary’s Garden 

Sunday 10/31 ~ 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                    St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora         

October 24, 2021                                                         Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Miracles of The Rosary 

 
We continue our series on the Rosary during October,  
the Month of the Rosary. This week we look at two 
historical, factual miracles brought about by the Rosary.  
 
St. Dominic and the Albigensians 
According to Dominican tradition, our Blessed Mother 
gave St. Dominic the Rosary in 1206.  At the time he was 
a young priest in France, attempting to convert the 
Albigensians back to the Catholic faith. The Albigensians 
were heretics who believed that all material creation 
was evil, and rejected the physical world to the point of 
starvation and death. They were making huge inroads 
among the people of southern France, and convinced 
many otherwise faithful Christians to kill themselves in 
order to be free from their body. St. Dominic had little 
success against them until the day he received a vision 
of the Blessed Virgin, who gave him the Rosary as a 
weapon against this sacrilege. St. Dominic persisted, and 
he defeated and converted many of the Albigensians. By 
1226, the movement had virtually disappeared. The 
Blessed Mother gave us this great and powerful prayer, 
and St. Dominic encouraged the faithful of his time, and 
us in the present time, to always pray the Rosary. 
 
The Battle of Lepanto  
For centuries, the Turkish Ottoman Empire attacked and 
terrified Europe.  In 1571 these Muslim forces gathered, 
determined to conquer Christian Europe in a final and 
catastrophic naval battle. The European forces were 
vastly outnumbered and all hope seemed lost, when St. 
Pope Pius V called upon all of Europe to pray the Rosary. 
Miraculously, during the Battle of Lepanto on October 7, 
1571, the Ottoman forces were so devastatingly 
defeated that it marked the turning point of any further 
Muslim expansion into the Mediterranean. The Church 
celebrates this tremendous victory by honoring Our Lady 
of the Rosary on October 7th every year.  

 
“The power of the Rosary is beyond description.”   

(Bishop Fulton Sheen) 
 
Please join us this Saturday, Oct 30 
at 5:00 pm in front of the Church to 
pray the Rosary and celebrate a 
special Mass. 
 
In the light of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

As a Parish and as a Family of Faith,  
we Pray the Rosary in October 

 
Throughout October, the month of the 
Rosary, we have gathered together in 
Mary’s Garden in front of St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church on Saturday evenings at 
5:00 pm and prayed the Rosary. The Rosary 
is a wonderful and powerful spiritual 

experience, and to pray it as a community is such a 
beautiful testament to our faith. Please join us for the 
final Saturday, October 30th, and bring your family and 
friends!  We will be praying the 
Glorious Mysteries, and our Rosary 
will be followed by Mass. Please 
write down any special intentions 
you may have, bring them to the 
Rosary and put them in the box 
below the statue of Mary.  Bring a 
chair in case the benches are full.  
If the weather is bad, we’ll move 
inside the Church. 

We are still in need of teachers for our 
precious children in Religious Education.  
Even if you don’t feel you can lead a class, 
our teachers could certainly use a few aides 

to help out.  Many of our classes are being taught by a 
single teacher.  Please call Kathy Casas at 209-532-5987 
if the Holy Spirit is calling you to help encourage the 
Faith Formation of the next generation!                



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Bernice Budowich 

Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 

Ernie Cuzzocreo 
Evan Dean 

Jose Luis Diaz 
Manuel Gamboa 

Kary Hubbard 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Joan Montesano 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

Upcoming Opportunities  
for Spiritual Growth 

 
At One With The Spirit: Called and Gifted Workshop 
God is calling you to a unique purpose.  In this 
workshop, you will learn to discern your own spiritual 
gifts, and how these gifts can work in your life and the 
life of the Parish Community.  This workshop will be 
held on Saturday, November 6, in the Parish Hall at St. 
Patrick’s in Sonora.  Check in is at 9:30 am; class is from 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  The cost is $45, which includes all 
participant materials and lunch.  Advance reservations 
are required.  Please sign up in the Parish Office, or call 
209-532-7139 for more information. 
 
All Saints Parish in Twain Harte offers Formed on 
Demand created by the St. Augustine Institute.  These 
Faith Sharing Discussions are held every Wednesday at 
9:00 am, after the mid-week Mass. Coffee and treats 
are available.   For more information: 209-586-3161 

Blanket Drive 
St. Patrick’s Matthew 25 
Ministry will be collecting 
blankets for those in need 
during November.  Please bring 

a new or gently used blanket to Sunday Mass on 
November 7, 14, or 21.  You can also drop off your 
donation at the office.  Fr. Banka will bless them at the 
Thanksgiving Mass. The blankets will be distributed to 
the Homeless Shelter in Sonora, the Center for a Non-
Violent Community, and through our Church Office.   
Give the gift of warmth - thank you for your generosity!  

Altar Society Meeting 
Tuesday, November 2  

10:00 am, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall  
All are invited! 

For more information:  
President Marge Nath 532-2229 

We are looking for a small 
group of parishioners with 
internet technology experience 

to give us guidance as we develop a long-range parish 
plan to expand our internet usage in two areas: 

 Assessment of parish needs (what internet support 
do parish ministries and/or programs need?) 

 Technical solutions to accomplish those needs 
 
We believe that we have parish members who can help 
to develop potential solutions.  If you are willing to 
assist in defining these solutions for the parish, please 
contact Kathy Casas (209-770-5987) or Dick Kearney 
(209-768-0689) to join this effort. Thank you so much! 

YLGI - Young Ladies Grand Institute 
Applebee's Breakfast  Fundraiser 
Come and join us for breakfast on 
Saturday, November 13 from 8:00 am - 
10:00 am at Applebee’s!  Tickets are $8 each. See any 
YLGI member to purchase tickets. 
 
REMINDER: 1st Annual YLGI Advent Tree Lighting 
The deadline to purchase an ornament to honor your 
loved one is November 21 - $10 per ornament. Tree 
lighting and blessing will be Nov 28 after  the 11:00 am 
Mass. Mail completed form along with check to Rose 
Kutsch.  See any YLGI member for more information or 
stop by our table after Mass to purchase. 

All Saints Day  
Monday, November 1  
Mass at 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church 
 
 
The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 
(All Souls’ Day) 

Tuesday November 2 
Masses at: 
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church 
11:00 am, St. Patrick’s Cemetery 
4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel    
                     Cemetery in Big Oak Flat                 



 

 

October 24, 2021                                                         Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time                      

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday October 25 ~ Sunday October 31 

Monday: Rom 8:12-17; Ps 68:2, 4, 6-7ab, 20-21;  
 Lk 13:10-17 
Tuesday: Rom 8:18-25; Ps 126:1b-6; Lk 13:18-21 
Wednesday: Rom 8:26-30; Ps 13:4-6; Lk 13:22-30 
Thursday: Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 6:12-16 
Friday: Rom 9:1-5; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 14:1-6 
Saturday: Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29; Ps 94:12-13a,  
 14-15, 17-18; Lk 14:1, 7-11 
Sunday: Dt 6:2-6; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; Heb 7:23-28;  
 Mk 12:28b-34 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday October 24 ~ Saturday October 30 
Sunday: Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
 World Mission Sunday 
Thursday: Ss. Simon and Jude 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday October 23 ~ Sunday October 31 
Saturday                   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  Marilouise Sowa  
  Stan & Marcie Sowa  
Sunday 7:30 am Simona Urrutia     
   9:00 am Rosas Family   
 11:00 am Richard & Janet Cordes  
  Matt Cushman  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Leora Diaser  
  Souls in Purgatory  
Wednesday   8:00 am Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso  
  Alex Heard (Happy Birthday!) 
  Sal & Judith Villafana  
          (Happy 30th Anniversary!) 
Thursday        8:00 am Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso  
Friday              8:00 am Souls in Purgatory   
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm Souls in Purgatory  
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions   
   9:00 am Refugio Conteras   
    Sacramento & Maria Espitia   
 11:00 am Sam Wein, Jr.  
    Aubreliano & Jose Almanza   

The Knights of Columbus will pray the 
Rosary before the 7:30 am and 11:00 
am Mass on Sunday, October 31, 
which is the 5th Sunday of the month. 
The Rosary will begin 15-20 minutes 
before Mass starts.  

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

10-3-21      
Week 40 

October 
Totals          

To Date            

10-10-21   
Week 41 

10-17-21  
Week 42 

 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $8,354 $19,784 $4,319 $7,111 

OLMC $1,377 $2,757 $648 $732 

E-giving $2,202 $3,511 $262 $1,047 

Total  $11,933 $26,052 $5,229 $8,890 

LAST YEAR $11,217 $28,449 $5,428 $11,804 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $333 $743 $370 $40 

OLMC $90 $150 $60 $0 

Total $423 $893 $430 $40 

Respect Life: St. Pat’s $775; OLMC $97 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Pastoral Council Update 
During the pandemic, 
your Pastoral Council has, 
through necessity and 
prudence, taken a low 

profile and suspended the usual rhythm 
of refilling its positions. In the recent 
September meeting, Fr. Banka asked 
that the team now plan for elections of  
the five positions that are filled by the 
vote of the parishioners.  
 
These elections will be held in 
December.  An overview of the role of 
the Council and the responsibilities of 
its members will be in future bulletin 
articles, as well as nomination and 
election procedures.   
 
Please talk to the Holy Spirit about this 
calling  to see if it might be for you, and 
pray that the grace of God flows 
through our future Councils.   



 

 


