
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
June 20, 2021 

Jesus woke up, rebuked the wind,  

and said to the sea, ”Quiet! Be still!”  

The wind ceased and there was great calm.    
Mark 4:39 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Years ago I attended a seminar on religious experience 
where a woman shared the following story: 
 
A few years before this incident occurred her life had 
been rather settled. She had been happily married, her 
children were grown and on their own, and she and her 
husband were running a successful business together. 
Then it all fell apart. Her husband, a recovering alcoholic, 
began to drink. Within two years, they had lost 
everything, including each other. Their business went 
bankrupt, they lost their house, and their marriage fell 
apart. She moved to a new city and took a new job, but 
the pain of what she had lost lingered and she found 
herself constantly depressed and joyless as she sought to 
sink new roots, meet new people, and begin over again 
in mid-life. 
 
Her frustration culminated one evening when, having 
worked late, she was driving home and stopped for a red 
light. While waiting for the light to change she was hit 
from behind by a drunken driver. (The irony wasn’t lost 
on her.) Her car was badly damaged and she, suffering 
from whiplash and a series of cuts and bruises, was taken 
to hospital by ambulance. After several hours of x-rays, 
examinations, and medical treatment, near midnight, she 
was released, to be driven home by a policeman. As they 
drove up to her townhouse she noticed that the front 
door was wide open. Getting out of the car she realized 
that her home had been ransacked and vandalized. It 
was the last straw: all that penned up frustration, anger, 
loss, and grief finally burst, and she lost control, began to 
scream hysterically, and ran across the lawn shouting 
curses at God and life — the policeman chasing her. 
 
As she recalled this, she told us that she remembered 
exactly what was running through her mind as she ran 
across that lawn at midnight, hysterical, cursing, a 
policeman giving chase. Her anger and her questions 
were about God: “Where is God in all of this? Why is God 
letting this happen? Why is God asleep?” Then, just as 
she heard her own curses as an answer, suddenly, in one 
instant, everything became calm. She ceased running, 
stopped shouting, because she felt inside of herself a 
flood of calm and a peace such as she had never 
experienced before in her life. No magic lights went on, 
no divine voices were heard, and she made no claims of 
“miracle” afterwards, but, for one second she realized 
that, no matter the storm, no matter the loss, and no 
matter death itself, God is still in charge of this universe. 
One second of realization was all it took. Calm returned. 

She sent the policeman home and began cleaning up her 
house. She has essentially remained in that calm since. 
 
The Synoptic gospels record the story of Jesus calming 
the waters during a storm on the lake. As Mark has it: 
On that day, as evening drew on, Jesus said to his 
disciples: “Let us cross to the other side.” Leaving the 
crowd, they took Jesus with them in the boat just as he 
was. And other boats were with him. A violent squall 
came up and waves were breaking over the boat, so that 
it was already filling up. Jesus was in the stern, asleep on 
a cushion. They woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do 
you not care that we are perishing?” He woke up, 
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Quiet!  Be still!” 
The wind ceased and there was great calm. Then he 
asked them, “Why are you terrified? Do you not yet have 
faith?” They were filled with great awe and said to one 
another, “Who then is this whom even wind and sea 
obey?” (Mark 4:35-41). 
 
The parallel between these two stories is clear. The 
deeper lessons contained within them though are 
perhaps less obvious, at least during the more stormy 
moments in our lives. In essence, both stories tell us that 
God is still in charge of this universe, every counter-
indication notwithstanding. The first Christian creeds had 
only one line: Jesus is Lord! 
 
Ultimately that says enough; that says it all. 
 
God still rules, even in death and darkness. But, as these 
stories also make clear, during the stormy moments of 
life, when our very souls are in fear of drowning, it will 
seem like God is asleep, comfortable, His head on a 
cushion. But, and this is the real challenge of these 
stories, calm is only a second of realization away. 
 
What calms the storm in life is not that all of our 
problems suddenly disappear but that, within them, we 
realize that, because God is still in charge, all will be 
well—whiplash, bruises, ransacked houses, alcoholic 
spouses, lost houses, lost jobs, loneliness, and the 
shadow of death itself notwithstanding. 
 
All will be well because, even asleep with His head on a 
cushion, Jesus is still Lord. 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/4?35


 

 

Monday 6/21 ~  Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 6/22 through Friday 6/25 ~  
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 6/26 ~ “Christmas in June” Fair! 
            8:00 am - 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

Saturday 6/26 ~ Vigil Mass  
                           13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
          4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 6/27 ~ 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                               St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

June 20, 2021                                                  The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

CAN’T WAIT?  
THIS SATURDAY! 

Christmas in June!  
 

Our long postponed Christmas Fair  
will be held this  

Saturday, June 26  
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 8:00 am to 6:00 pm 

 
Lunch available for purchase 12:00 - 4:00 

Jewelry, Crafts, White Elephant, Religious and Christmas 
Items, Baked Goods, and a Raffle! 

Free Admission 
Don’t miss it - see you there! 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
 

Calming the Storm 
 
In their distress they cried to the LORD, 
who brought them out of their peril; 
He hushed the storm to silence, 
the waves of the sea were stilled. 
They rejoiced that the sea grew calm, 
that God brought them to the harbor they longed for. 
(Psalm 107:28-30) 
 
In the ancient world, the sea was both a giver and taker 
of life.  An abundant source of food for the people, it 
was also a mysterious and dangerous place for those 
who ventured out onto its waves.  A storm at sea, in 
particular, was almost certain death for the men in their 
small wooden boats made by hand. 
 
It is easy to transfer these feelings to today’s world.  Life 
sometimes feels like a chaotic sea, full of danger and 
uncertainty.  We feel the wind getting stronger, we see 
the waves getting higher, and we are afraid of being 
overcome and perishing in the depths. 
 
And in the midst of our fear, Jesus asks us, “Why are you 
terrified?  Do you not yet have faith?”  This is not a stern 
rebuke, rather a loving reminder that Jesus understands 
human weakness and doubt, and He will never abandon 
us.  He will always bring us to the harbor we long for. 
 
In the peace of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Bishop’s Ministry Appeal Update 
It’s looking better, but we are still short of our goal!   
134 families have sent in their contribution, which is 
STILL LESS THAN 30% of the total number of families in 
our Parish.  If every family in the Parish would give 
even a little, we could make our goal! If you have made 
your pledge but haven’t yet sent in your contribution, 
please do so as soon as possible. You can use the 
envelope you received in the mail, or go online to:  

stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma. 
God Bless you all! 

And he will turn the hearts of fathers to 
their children and the hearts of children 
to their fathers. . .       (Malachi 4:8) 

 

Happy Father’s Day! 
June 20 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

 

Foothill Pregnancy Center’s “Baby Bottle Boomerang” 
will be a little different this year.  You may pick up your 
baby bottles after Mass this Sunday June 20, Father’s 
Day.  Please fill up your baby bottle with your spare 
coins or bills and return it by August 1.  All proceeds 
support  the ministry of the Foothill Pregnancy Center. 

Thank you for promoting the sanctity of human life! 

TEENS: Looking for something to do? 

             

 
 
 
 

Be on our “Shamrock Kids’ Camp”  

   Leadership Team! 

We need our own “NET TEAM” to create a week long 
summer church camp for kids entering K-5th 
grades. Those going into 6-8th can be our Camp 
Counselors.  
 

The Leadership Team will create, plan, and run the 
program, just like NET. The camp will run from 9:00-
noon M-F. (Camp week to be determined by your 
schedules.) You are welcome to bring a friend! 
 

Interested?  Call or Text Kathy soon!  770-5987 

Volunteers needed for INTERFAITH 
Do you have a few hours of spare time you could give to 
volunteer, just once a week?  You will be giving back to 
your community, helping others in need, and giving 
yourself a boost at the same time! 
Call Cathy Peacock at Interfaith: 532-0905  
or Marge Nath at 532-2229 

NEW Religious Study starting at OLMC 
What: Invitation to a Bible Study 
of the Letter to the Hebrews 
Where: Zoom Meeting 
When: 1st and 3rd  Mondays 
starting  June 21, 2021     
Time: 7:00 – 8:30 PM 
DVD Speaker: Dr. Steven Smith, 
Jeff Cavins and Dr. Andrew 
Swafford 
 

In preparation for a  future study on the Book of 
Revelation, we will be using two audio-visual 
presentations on the Book of Hebrews.  The first 
presentation is a two-session introduction to the Letter 
to the Hebrews.  You will receive an outline of the 
presentation and be asked to take notes during the 
audio presentation.  We will then conduct a discussion.  
This introduction will provide a foundation to a more in-
depth study of the Letter to the Hebrews.   
 
The next eight sessions will consist of a 30-minute video 
followed by discussion of the video and review of four - 
eight study guide questions.  The video presentation is 
from the Great Adventure series of Catholic studies and 
is presented by Dr. Andrew Swafford and Jeff Cavins.  
“Hebrews: The New and Eternal Covenant” draws out 
the riches of this sublime book in a way that makes 
them easier to understand.  It draws connections 
between the Old and New Testaments, the liturgy, the 
Eucharist, the Priesthood, and so much more.  Most 
importantly, Hebrews will help Catholics appreciate the 
astounding generosity of God as they see the wonders 
he has given us in the Church.  
 
There will be some preparation for each session by 
reading assigned chapters from the Letter to the 
Hebrews, reviewing a few study questions and gathering 
information and insight from your personal Catholic 
commentary.  I am sure that this study will be eye 
opening for all of us! It is suggested, but not mandatory, 
that you search for a Catholic commentary  on this 
subject so that you can bring new or more detailed 
information to the study group.  ALL St. Patrick’s 
Parishioners are welcome and encouraged to join us for 
this popular study.   
 
Please sign up for this class as soon as possible so that 
your class outline and your Zoom meeting invitation can 
be emailed to you.  To sign up, please contact Warren 
Belisle at bellale@msn.com 



 

 

June 20, 2021                                                  The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time                              

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday June 21 ~ Sunday June 27 

Monday: Gn 12:1-9; Ps 33:12-13, 18-20, 22;  
 Mt 7:1-5 
Tuesday: Gn 13:2, 5-18; Ps 15:2-4ab, 5;  
 Mt 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday: Gn 15:1-12, 17-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9;  
 Mt 7:15-20 
Thursday: Vigil: Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6ab, 15ab, 17;  
 1 Pt 1:8-12; Lk 1:5-17 
 Day: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1-3, 13-15;  
 Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 
Friday: Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22; Ps 128:1-5; Mt 8:1-4 
Saturday: Gn 18:1-15; Lk 1:46-50, 53-55; Mt 8:5-17 
Sunday: Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13;  
 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mk 5:21-43 [5:21-24,  
 35b-43] 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday June 20 ~ Saturday June 26 
Sunday: Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Father’s Day; World Refugee Day;  
 Summer begins 
Monday: St. Aloysius Gonzaga 
Tuesday: St. Paulinus of Nola;  
 Ss. John Fisher and Thomas More 
Thursday: The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday June 19 ~ Sunday June 27 
Saturday                   
              OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday  7:30 am  No Intentions   
  9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI  
  Ariana Gamboa 
   (Happy Birthday!)     
                        11:00 am Patricia Mariscal    
  Jack McCoy   
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Liz Gutierrez  
  Giana Maselli (Happy Birthday!) 
Wednesday   8:00 am Richard & Janet Cordes  
Thursday        8:00 am  No Intentions 
Friday              8:00 am  No Intentions 
Saturday  
           OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions 
   9:00 am Rose Merel  
    Ken & Rose Innes  
    Sandy Tannhauser  
     (Happy Birthday!)  
 11:00 am Joan Holland  
    Matt Cushman   

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

6-6-21 
Week 23 

June Totals 
To Date                 

6-13-21 
Week 24 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $7,504 $13,523 $6,019 

OLMC $933 $2,778 $1,845 

E-giving $2,355 $2,995 $640 

Total  $10,792 $19,296 $8,504 

LAST YEAR $7,358 $17,077 $9,719 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $407 $622 $215 

OLMC $120 $190 $70 

Total $527 $812 $285 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Attn:  Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parishioners 
 
This is  a reminder to please bring food 
donations to our Saturday Masses and 
place them in the basket on the church 
porch. These donations will be 
distributed as outlined below: 
 

We encourage everyone to bring a food item to Mass for 
the EV Free Food Pantry, to which we contribute.  All the 
food donated is distributed to those in need within the 
Groveland/Big Oak Flat area. We are thankful to the EV 
Free Church for undertaking this project for our 
community.   
 
Parish Services thanks you for your help with this 
project. If you have any questions, please call the Parish 
Services number (209- 532-7139- Ext. 111) and leave a 
message. Thank you all for participating with this effort! 
 
Jeanne Ridgley, OLMC Parish Services    



 

 


