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Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

Jesus said, “Let the children 

come to Me; do not prevent 

them, for the kingdom of God 

belongs to such as these.”   
 

(Mark 10:14) 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 3, 2021 



 

 

I attended a wedding one summer. It seemed a special 
privilege, since I did not have to conduct the ceremony. 
The bride was a former student of mine, one of those 
young people you hold always as a luminous presence in 
your life. It was beautiful in every sense: in its simplicity, 
in the strong words of the celebrant-homilist, in the 
splendor of bride and groom, in the families all gathered 
and garnered. 
 
I thought of that wedding as I read this Sunday’s 
scriptures. “It is not good for the man to be alone.” 
Intimacy, relationship—the bottom of our being. “God 
took out one of Adam’s ribs.” Adam spoke, “This one, at 
last, is bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh.” The two 
of them became one body. The psalm sings: “Your 
spouse shall be like a fruitful vine in the recesses of your 
home; your children shall be like olive plants about your 
table. Behold thus is a human blessed. May you see your 
children’s children.” I thought of the young bride and 
groom. What was it that they wanted to say to each 
other and the world? They wanted to say “forever.” 
 
There is something that reaches the godly in such holy 
desire. When we abide in love, our hearts arch to the 
infinite. Rilke said, “Lovers, you touch pure permanence 
underneath.” Yet marriages fail. You’d think that fact 
alone might tame our dreams of forever. Yet I have never 
met an engaged couple who wanted to give their futures 
to each other “till it doesn’t work out, till you get sick, till 
you go broke, till you break down.” What is it about us 
that wants to say forever? To say eternally? To say until 
the end of time? 
 
Jesus was given a test by the Pharisees. It was a 
conundrum about eternal love and life. He asks them in 
return, somehow aware of their stubbornness, about the 
judgment of Moses, who permitted divorce. But Jesus 
digs down to the well of our hearts’ desires. “They are no 
longer two but one flesh. Therefore let no man separate 
what God has joined.” “Whoever divorces a wife and 
marries another commits adultery; and the woman who 
divorces her husband and marries another commits 
adultery.” 
 
It seems so clear and fast and abrupt. It seems even cruel 
to some who hear it. And surely painful. But isn’t this 
always true with matters of love? Would any of us, bent 
on a life of covenant, settle for less? Which brings us to 
the lapse of our loves, of our marriages. Some endings 
we call annulments (a term that others might deride; 

they say, why not call it a divorce instead of pretending it 
is something else?). Others think that annulments are a 
farce, easily purchased, easily forgotten. 
 
Well, they are not purchased, not a farce, and not easy. 
Just ask someone who has gone through one. An 
annulment is our own churchly attempt to deal with our 
own law, our own promises, and our desire to honor and 
obey Jesus as well as Genesis. It is not so much a 
judgment about our relationship to God as it is a 
statement about our relationship to each other and to 
our own intentions. We want to honor and respect our 
own words. 
 
So an annulment process is an attempt to determine 
whether two people were, as a matter of fact, free and 
able to choose irrevocably in God to become “one flesh.” 
A divorce may mean many other things: that two who 
actually made an eternal covenant slowly grew apart, 
that they had irreconcilable differences, that one person 
was abusive, or that they somehow never adequately 
and wholly chose to become irrevocably one. An 
annulment says only the last. 
 
We Catholics have our liturgies, our communions, and 
our Eucharists. Some of us attending are divorced and 
remarried and place it all before God, not knowing really 
whether we have put asunder what God had once joined 
in us. Some have annulments, a human judgment offered 
only after long analysis and painful remembrance. Some 
of us weep in the back, not approaching the altar of 
union. Some trust God and abstain; others trust God and 
partake. 
 
Few, thank God, judge. For no matter what our rightful 
relationship to our church, its laws and traditions, we all 
pray in an assembly of believers who are sinners; and, 
most assuredly, we all stand before our good and great 
God as children.   
 
And Jesus spoke to the child in each of us: 

Let the little children come to me and do 
not hinder them. It is to just such as these 
that the Kingdom of God belongs. I assure 
you that whoever does not accept the 
Kingdom of God like a little child shall not 
enter it. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. John Kavanaugh, SJ 

© 2021 St. Louis University. Permission is hereby granted to 
reproduce for personal or parish use. 



 

 

Monday 10/4 ~  Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 10/5 - Friday 10/8 ~ Daily Mass 
                       8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 10/6 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation 
             6:00 - 7:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 10/9 ~ Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm  
                28th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
                Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat  
                Second Collection for Respect Life 

Sunday 10/10 ~ 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                    St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
                    Second Collection for Respect Life 

October 3, 2021                                          Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
The Rosary 

 
October is the month of the rosary, so it’s fitting we 
begin a series of interesting and enlightening facts on 
the Rosary. Over the next few weeks we’ll explore the 
history of the Rosary, the purpose of the Rosary, how a 
Rosary is made, and some documented and miraculous 
results of praying the Rosary. 
 
First of all, let’s define the Rosary. The Rosary is a cycle 
of repeated formal prayers, including the Lord's Prayer 
and the Hail Mary, prayed aloud while meditating on 
important events in the lives of Jesus and Mary, and 
using strung beads to keep track of the prayers. That’s 
the literal  definition.  But as Catholics, we know it’s so 
much more than that!  
 
St. John Paul II said, “It's a compendium of the Gospel 
and it's intended to help us grow in our faith as we come 
to understand more and more about the life, the death, 
the resurrection and the Ascension of Jesus Christ, and 
about the Church and who we are in the Lord.” Praying 
the Rosary is powerful! 
 
The tradition of praying the current format of the Rosary 
began with St. Dominic in the 13th Century, although 
monks have used prayer beads since at least the 3rd 
century. 
 
The word “Rosary” comes from the Latin Rosaria, which 
means a garden of roses.  It’s said that each time you 
pray a Hail Mary during the Rosary, you are giving our 
Blessed Mother a rose.  It’s also said that if you fall 
asleep while praying the Rosary, the angels will finish it 
for you.  What a beautiful thought! 
 
For anyone who thinks my homilies are sometimes too 
long, consider that St. Thomas Aquinas 
once gave a homily on the Rosary, and 
that homily lasted 40 days! 
 
In the peace of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

St. Patrick’s Parish: Together we have reached our goal 
for the 2021 Bishop’s Ministry Appeal.  Thank you to all 
our parishioners for your generosity and stewardship! 

As a Parish and as a Family of Faith,  
we will Pray the Rosary in October 

 
In October, the month of the Rosary, we will 
gather together in Mary’s Garden in front of 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church on Saturday 
evenings at 5:00 pm and pray the Rosary. 
The Rosary is a wonderful and powerful 
spiritual experience, and to pray it as a 
community is such a beautiful testament to 
our faith. Please join us, and bring your 
family and friends! 

 
Saturdays at 5:00 pm 

Oct 9    The Joyful Mysteries 

Oct 16  The Luminous Mysteries 

Oct 23  The Sorrowful Mysteries 

Oct 30  The Glorious Mysteries "The Rosary is a prayer that always 
accompanies me; it is the prayer of the 
ordinary people and the saints . . . it is a 
prayer from my heart."   
Pope Francis 



 

 

Attn: Lectors, EMHC,  
Altar Servers, and Ushers: 

Your Schedules for the 4th Quarter 
of 2021 (Oct, Nov, Dec) are ready to 
be picked up.  They are in the basket 

at the back of the church, organized alphabetically by 
last name. You can also pick them up in the Parish 
Office during the week.  Thank you for your ministry! 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Bonnie Anderson 
Barbara Balestrieri 
Bernice Budowich 

Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 

Ernie Cuzzocreo 
Evan Dean 

Jose Luis Diaz 
Manuel Gamboa 

Kary Hubbard 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Joan Montesano 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

Catherine Weightman 

St. Patrick’s Parishioners: If you wish to 
go into the Church, have some quiet time 
with the Lord and pray during the day, 
please go to the Parish Office, Mon-Thurs 
during office hours, and get the key.  You 
can also pray in Mary’s Garden anytime! 

Let our Adoration never cease! 

Adoration and Reconciliation  
Every Wednesday, 6:00 - 7:00 pm 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
 
“The Church and the world have a great need for 
Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of 
love. Let us not refuse the time to go to meet him in 
adoration, in contemplation full of faith and open to 
making amends for the serious offenses and crimes of 
the world. Let our adoration never cease.”      (CCC #289)  

RESPECT LIFE MOVEMENT  
“Everybody Counts or 

Nobody Counts!” 
 
 

We come together and pray to help all Christians 
understand the value and gift of Human Life and build a 
culture that cherishes and protects it at all costs. Life is 
a most precious gift from God, from the moment of 
Conception to the moment of Natural Death. 
 
Whether it’s Child Abuse, Human Trafficking, Abortion, 
Elder Abuse, Assisted Suicide or numerous other 
inhumane actions, it’s time to show our common 
Christian respect for Life, and pray for an end to these 
horrors that endanger and denigrate life. 
 
Every Monday in October we gather on the corner of 
Mono Way and Greenley Road to stand up for life. We 
pray as a group to end these atrocities in our society. 
 
Please join us for a 1-hour segment of your choosing on 
Mondays between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm.  Please 
contact Carol Cashen at 209-213-9991 for scheduling 
OR go by the office and complete the sign-up sheet. 
 

Thank you for promoting the sanctity of Human Life! 

Second Collections in October 
 

October 9-10 
Respect Life 

 

October 23-24 
World Mission Sunday 

NEWS from OLMC 

October:  A Month Designed for Gladness   
 
 
 
 
 
 
While shopping or wandering during your day, feel free 
to add to the decorative celebration of our lovely church 
with plants, flowers, or colors of the season.  Share and 
leave or share and take home after Mass. We meet 
Thursdays at 1:00 pm, or you can bring your items to 
Mass on Saturday.   Blessings be yours!  

 
The Art and Environment Ministry at  

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 



 

 

October 3, 2021                                          Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time                                 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday October 4 ~ Sunday October 10 

Monday: Jon 1:1 — 2:2, 11; Jon 2:3-5, 8; Lk 10:25-37 
Tuesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 130:1b-4ab, 7-8;  
 Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday: Jon 4:1-11; Ps 86:3-6, 9-10; Lk 11:1-4 
Thursday: Mal 3:13-20b; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 11:5-13 
Friday: Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Ps 9:2-3, 6, 16, 8-9;  
 Lk 11:15-26 
Saturday: Jl 4:12-21; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12;  
 Lk 11:27-28 
Sunday: Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-17; Heb 4:12-13;  
 Mk 10:17-30 [17-27] 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday October 3 ~ Saturday October 9 
Sunday: Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Respect Life Sunday 
Monday: St. Francis of Assisi 
Tuesday: Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos 
Wednesday: St. Bruno; Blessed Marie-Rose Durocher 
Thursday: Our Lady of the Rosary 
Saturday: St. Denis and Companions;  
 St. John Leonardi; Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday October 2 ~ Sunday October 10 
Saturday                   
            OLMC  4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions    
   9:00 am Clayton Franco  
    Ron Corotto  
    Isabel Heard (Happy Birthday!) 
 11:00 am Jim & Pearl Opie  
  Jan Opie  
  Guadalupe Diaz  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Raul Gamboa  
  Cynthia Villifana Mendoza  
   (Happy Birthday!) 
Wednesday   8:00 am Patrick Rodriguez  
Thursday        8:00 am Carrie Cabrera (Healing) 
Friday              8:00 am  No Intentions 
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions   
   9:00 am Tete Arellano   
 11:00 am Joanne Merel  
    Mitch Woods    
    Jose Gamboa (Happy Birthday!) 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

9-5-21      
Week 36 

September 
Totals  

                  

9-12-21   
Week 37 

9-19-21  
Week 38 

9-26-21  
Week 39 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,819 $18,947 $4,868 $4,274 $4,016 

OLMC $1,801 $4,736 $1,160 $756 $1,019 

E-giving $1,777 $4,483 $1,482 $652 $572 

Total  $9,397 $28,196 $7,510 $5,682 $5,607 

LAST YEAR $8,562 $29,230 $7,699 $6,881 $6,088 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $681 $991 $250 $60 $0 

OLMC $55 $95 $35 $5 $0 

Total $736 $1,086 $285 $65 $0 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Ordinary Time 

“Start by doing  
what’s necessary;  

then do  
what’s possible;  

and suddenly  
you are doing  

the impossible.”  
 

St. Francis 
of Assisi 
(B. 1181 
or 1182 -
D. 1226) 

 
Feast Day 
October 4 



 

 


