
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

29th Sunday  

in Ordinary Time 

October 17, 2021 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

It is one thing to love when you feel love around you, 
when others understand you and are grateful for your 
person and gifts. It is quite another when everything 
around you speaks of misunderstanding, jealousy, 
coldness, and hatred. 
 
It is one thing to maintain your ideals when they are 
shared by others, when the gospel works for you, when 
principle works out in practice; it is quite another when it 
seems you are alone in some ideal and when the gospel 
appears to be delivering more death than life. 
 
It is one thing to keep your balance when the rhythms of 
life support it, when there is a healthy give and take to 
things, when life is fair; it is quite another when things 
are unfair, when you are unjustly criticized, when 
everyone else seems to have lost balance, when, like on 
Good Friday, it gets dark in the middle of the day. 
 
It is one thing to be gracious when those around you are 
respectful, warm, and fair; it is quite another when 
everyone seems bitter, disrespectful, jealous, and cold. 
 
It is one thing to bless others when they want to receive 
that blessing, when they hang on to your every word, 
when they want to be in your company. It is quite 
another when their very glance speaks of loathing and 
when they avoid you when you come into a room. 
 
It is one thing to forgive others when that forgiveness 
seems fair, when it isn't impossible to swallow the hurt, 
when the wound dealt you is not mortal; it is quite 
another to forgive someone when it isn't fair, when the 
wound dealt you is mortal, when the life being murdered 
is your own. 
 
It is one thing to give your life over to family, church, 
community, and God when you feel loved and supported 
by them, when they seem worth the sacrifice, when you 
get a good feeling by doing it; it is quite another thing 
when you do not feel support, when it doesn't seem 
worthwhile, and when you feel no other reason for doing 
it except truth and principle. 

 
These contrasts capture, in 
essence, what Jesus did in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and on 
the Cross. His passion was a 
drama of the heart, not just an 
endurance test for his body. 

What made Jesus' sacrifice, his handing himself over, so 
special? 
 
We have, I think, focused too much on the physical 
aspects of the crucifixion to the detriment of what was 
happening more deeply, underneath. 
 
Why do I say that? Because none of the Gospels 
emphasize the physical sufferings, nor indeed, in the 
fears he expresses in conversations before his death, 
does Jesus. What the gospels and Jesus emphasize is his 
moral loneliness, the fact that he was alone, betrayed, 
humiliated, misunderstood, the object of jealousy and 
crowd hysteria, that he was a stone's throw away from 
everyone, that those who loved him were asleep to what 
was really happening, that he was unanimity-minus-one. 
 
And this moral loneliness, mocked by those outside of it, 
tempted him against everything he had preached and 
stood for during his life and ministry. What made his 
sacrifice so special was not that he died a victim of 
violence (millions die as victims of violence and their 
deaths aren't necessarily special) nor that he refused to 
use divine power to stop his death (as he himself taught, 
that would have proved nothing). What made his death 
so special is that, inside of all the aloneness, darkness, 
jealousy, misunderstanding, sick crowd hysteria, 
coldness, and murder, he held out, he gave himself over, 
without bitterness, without self-pity, holding his ideals 
intact, gracious, respectful, forgiving, without losing his 
balance, his meaning, or his message. 
 
That's the ultimate test and we face it daily in many 
areas of our lives. 
 
Jesus' sacrifice was so special because, long after the 
clock had run out on everything and there seemed no 
reason left to wait for anything, he still held on—to his 
ideals, his balance, his gracious forgiveness, and his love. 
 
The struggle to do that, to remain faithful, is the real 
drama inside the death of Jesus and in the end it is a 
struggle of the heart, not the body. 
 



 

 

Monday 10/18 ~  Communion Service 
                      8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 10/19 - Friday 10/22 ~ Daily Mass 
                       8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 10/20 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation 
             6:00 - 7:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 10/23 ~ Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm  
                30th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
                Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat  
           Second Collection for World Mission Sunday              

Saturday 10/23 ~ Rosary, 5:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 
                                Outdoors in Mary’s Garden 

Sunday 10/24 ~ 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                    St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
          Second Collection for World Mission Sunday 

October 17, 2021                                                 Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
The Rosary 

 
We continue our series on the Rosary during October,  
the Month of the Rosary. 
 
Last week I told you about the world’s largest Rosary 
located in Lebanon.  Many people were curious, so this 
week I’ve included a photo so you can see the “beads” 
and the beautiful Crucifix.  If you use the trees as a 
measure, you can see how large each bead is!  They are 
designed so people can walk through them as they pray. 

What have our past Popes said about the Rosary? 
"If I had an army to say the Rosary, I could conquer the 
world." (Blessed Pope Pius IX)  
 
“There is no surer means of calling down God's blessings 
upon the family . . . than the daily recitation of the 
Rosary.” (Pope Pius XII) 
 
“The Rosary is a prayer both so humble and simple, yet 
theologically rich in Biblical content.  I beg you to pray 
it.” (St. John Paul II)  
 
Please join us every Saturday in 
October at 5:00 pm in front of the 
Church to pray the Rosary. 
In the light of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Second Collection 
October 23-24 

World Mission Sunday 

As a Parish and as a Family of Faith,  
we will Pray the Rosary in October 

 
In October, the month of the Rosary, we will 
gather together in Mary’s Garden in front of 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church on Saturday 
evenings at 5:00 pm and pray the Rosary. 
The Rosary is a wonderful and powerful 
spiritual experience, and to pray it as a 
community is such a beautiful testament to 
our faith. Please join us, and bring your 
family and friends! 

Saturdays at 5:00 pm 

Oct 9    The Joyful Mysteries 

Oct 16  The Luminous Mysteries 

Oct 23  The Sorrowful Mysteries 

Oct 30  The Glorious Mysteries 

Parishioners: Please write down 
any special intentions you may 
have, bring them to the Rosary and 
put them in the box below the 
statue of Mary.  Bring a chair in 
case the benches are full.  If the weather is bad, we’ll 
move inside the Church. 

We are still in need of teachers for our 
precious children in Religious Education.  Even 
if you don’t feel you can lead a class, our 
teachers could certainly use a few aides to 

help out.  Many of our classes are being taught by a 
single teacher.  Please call Kathy Casas at 209-532-5987 
if the Holy Spirit is calling you to help encourage the 
Faith Formation of the next generation!                



 

 

Caring for the Whole Person Ministry 
Parishioners at St. Patrick’s are loved, 
wanted and respected. Our Ministry will 
help you be prepared and supported when 

health issues and serious illness occur, especially during 
the end of life.  How can this ministry support you? 

If you are experiencing any of these issues, call the 
Parish Office at 209-532-7139, and ask for a Spiritual 
Care provider to call you back. We will work with you 
directly and provide referrals to assist you in your 
journey.  You may want to talk to someone about your 
fears and what you might be facing in the future. We are 
here to help you during these challenging times. 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Bernice Budowich 

Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 

Ernie Cuzzocreo 
Evan Dean 

Jose Luis Diaz 
Manuel Gamboa 

Kary Hubbard 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Joan Montesano 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

NEWS from OLMC 

October:  A Month Designed for Gladness   
 
 
 
 
 
 
While shopping or wandering during your day, feel free 
to add to the decorative celebration of our lovely church 
with plants, flowers, or colors of the season.  Share and 
leave or share and take home after Mass. We meet 
Thursdays at 1:00 pm, or you can bring your items to 
Mass on Saturday.   Blessings be yours!  

 
The Art and Environment Ministry at  

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

●A Caregiver appears 
overwhelmed 
●End of life issues 
●Spanish Community 
Support 
●First hospitalization 
● Funeral arrangements 
●Discharged from hospital 
and need additional 
support 
●Spiritual Support 
● Assistance with after-
death paperwork 

● New diagnosis or 
prognosis 
● Advanced Care Planning 
● Looking for a local facility 
● A loved one has died - 
need help with next steps 
● Need for grief support 
● Need help with 
Advanced Directive 
● Food or transportation 
●Connection to another 
ministry 

If you or someone you know is 
homebound and needs food to be 
delivered, please call Parish 
Services at 209-532-7139, ext. 107 
and leave a message. We will 
make arrangements for a delivery. 

Upcoming Opportunities  
for Spiritual Growth 

 
At One With The Spirit: Called and Gifted Workshop 
God is calling you to a unique purpose.  In this 
workshop, you will learn to discern your own spiritual 
gifts, and how these gifts can work in your life and the 
life of the Parish Community.  This workshop will be 
held on Saturday, November 6, in the Parish Hall at St. 
Patrick’s in Sonora.  Check in is at 9:30 am; class is from 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  The cost is $45, which includes all 
participant materials and lunch.  Advance reservations 
are required.  Please sign up in the Parish Office, or call 
209-532-7139 for more information. 
 
All Saints Parish in Twain Harte offers Formed on 
Demand created by the St. Augustine Institute.  These 
Faith Sharing Discussions are held every Wednesday at 
9:00 am, after the mid-week Mass. Coffee and treats 
are available.  The next session is on October 20th, and 
the topic is Presence - Episode 3: Bread for the Journey: 
Food is one of our most basic needs. We can't live for 
long without it, and when we are in need of it, our 
bodies let us know with a hunger that can be nearly 
impossible to ignore. As indispensable as material food 
is to our physical life, the Eucharist is even more vital to 
our spiritual life. For more information: 209-586-3161 



 

 

October 17, 2021                                                Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time                            

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday October 18 ~ Sunday October 24 

Monday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18;  
 Lk 10:1-9 
Tuesday: Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21;  
 Ps 40:7-10, 17; Lk 12:35-38 
Wednesday: Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-8; Lk 12:39-48 
Thursday: Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 12:49-53 
Friday: Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76-77, 93-
 94; Lk 12:54-59 
Saturday: Rom 8:1-11; Ps 24:1b-4ab, 5-6; Lk 13:1-9 
Sunday: Jer 31:7-9; Ps 126:1-6; Heb 5:1-6;  
 Mk 10:46-52 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday October 17 ~ Saturday October 23 
Sunday: Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Luke 
Tuesday: Ss. John de Brébeuf, Isaac Jogues,  
 and Companions 
Wednesday: St. Paul of the Cross 
Friday: St. John Paul II 
Saturday: St. John of Capistrano;  
 Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday October 16 ~ Sunday October 24 
Saturday                   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  Souls in Purgatory  
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions    
   9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI  
    Mercedes Gregorio  
    Kamal Dash (Happy Birthday!)  
 11:00 am Joanne Merel  
  Jason Dunne  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Christine Greenberger  
Wednesday   8:00 am Bob & Doris Chesel  
  Souls in Purgatory   
Thursday        8:00 am Souls in Purgatory  
Friday              8:00 am Liz Gutierrez   
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm Marilouise Sowa  
  Stan & Marcie Sowa  
Sunday 7:30 am Simona Urrutia    
   9:00 am Rosas Family   
 11:00 am Richard & Janet Cordes 
    Matt Cushman    
        

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

10-3-21      
Week 40 

October 
Totals          

To Date            

10-10-21   
Week 41 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $8,354 $12,673 $4,319 

OLMC $1,377 $2,025 $648 

E-giving $2,202 $2,464 $262 

Total  $11,933 $17,162 $5,229 

LAST YEAR $11,217 $16,645 $5,428 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $333 $703 $370 

OLMC $90 $150 $60 

Total $423 $853 $430 

Respect Life: St. Pat’s $775; OLMC $97 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Ordinary Time 

Pastoral Council Update 
During the pandemic, your 
Pastoral Council has, through 
necessity and prudence, taken a 
low profile and suspended the 
usual rhythm of meeting with 
parishioners and refilling its 

positions.  In the recent September meeting, Fr. Banka 
asked that the team now plan for elections of  the five 
positions that are filled by the vote of the parishioners. 
These elections will be held in December.  An overview 
of the role of the Council and the responsibilities of its 
members will be in future bulletin articles, as well as 
nomination and election procedures.  Please talk to the 
Holy Spirit about this calling  to see if it might be for 
you, and pray that the grace of God flows through our 
future Councils.  More soon!  

“Let us throw ourselves into 
the ocean of God’s goodness, 
where every failing will be 
cancelled and anxiety turned 
into love.”   
St. Paul of the Cross 



 

 


