
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

Veni, Sancte Spiritus! 
Come, Holy Spirit, Come! 

 
Pentecost Sunday 

May 23, 2021 



 

 

Pentecost is actually the Greek name for “fifty days” or 
seven weeks, hence the name of the feast has been 
called the “Feast of Weeks.” It was a communal 
celebration of God’s abundant fidelity to the Jews in the 
giving of the land and its fertility. They were gathered to 
give thanks and have a share in the crops. 
 
There is quite a bit of serious “sitting around” in the First 
Reading and Gospel for today’s celebration of Pentecost. 
We hear of the gathering in Jerusalem for the feast of 
Weeks or the celebration of the first cuttings of the grain 
harvest. It was the second of the three major feasts in 
the religious tradition of Israel. The first was the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, or Passover. The third was the Feast 
of Tents or Booths, celebrating the harvestings of grapes 
and olives. 
 
With the coming of the Holy Spirit there was to be no 
more serious sitting around. There was a kind of interior 
fire lit which had to be spread. People from various 
distant regions came, heard and were invited to listen 
and then return with that fire and that Spirit. 
 
For the Jewish believers, Pentecost was a harvest 
celebration. For the Christian community it is the 
celebration of God’s planting of the Holy Spirit to bring 
about a harvest of planters. The Gospel of John presents 
a different picture of Jesus’ sending the Spirit and the 
results are the same. Instead of serious “sitting around,” 
there is an even more serious sending. Paul writes it in 
our Second Reading more specifically. There is One Spirit 
which is to be made visible or manifested in different 
“works” and this Spirit is to produce “all of them in 
everyone.” 
 
When God had come looking for Adam and Eve in the 
Book of Genesis they were hiding because they had 
denied who they were and they wanted to be like God. 
When Jesus comes, in today’s Gospel, looking for His 
disciples who had denied who they were, he finds them 
hiding as well, though it is Resurrection time. Jesus 
greets them with “peace” twice and then does two quite 
amazing things. 
 
He passes on to them the very mission He had received. 
Then He breathes upon them and offers them the same 
breath or Spirit that brought about order from the chaos 
as recounted in the same book of Genesis. He is telling 
them that as he was sent into the world to bring order 

into the lives of all, so 
they were as well, the 
incarnations of the Spirit 
who themselves are 
sent to bring order out 
of chaos. 
 
The chaos you order will 
be ordered and those 
who retain their chaos 
as a way of living, their 
chaos is retained. 
 
The disciples were in personal and collective disorder. 
They had run away from the Light, the Way, the Truth 
and the Life. Jesus came, not with condemnation, nor to 
convict them, but to convince them that their lives were 
blest and could be a blessing if they allowed the Spirit to 
breathe within them and through them. 
 
In the creation narrative of Genesis, the creating God 
who was breathing a spirit of order had been quoted as 
saying such things as, “Let there be light,” and “Let there 
be life.” Jesus is the incarnation of that same on-going 
love. He breathes the same Spirit upon the disciples, 
causing them to get up and get out into the light and 
bring about new life. 
 
No more serious “sitting around” and worrying or 
wondering who we are and what we are to do. Jesus did 
not give them any further instruction except to “Go.” 
Where shall we go? Where is the chaos? Where do 
others not want to go? Where are we likely to bring light 
and life? Where is the darkness and death in our 
families, communities, and cultures? 
 
This is not exactly a comforting feast. It has serious 
implications. The Spirit is not a warm and fuzzy consoler 
like a fluffy blanket. The Spirit says to each of us, “Take 
your life as seriously as I do!” Hiding is not allowed 
anymore.  

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ 

© 2021 Larry Gillick, SJ.  All rights reserved. Permission is 
hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use.   
Fr. Larry Gillick is the Director of the Deglman Center for 
Ignatian Spirituality at Creighton University. 



 

 

Monday 5/24 ~ Communion Service, 8:00 am 

Tuesday 5/25 through Friday 5/28 ~   
 Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 5/29 ~ Vigil Mass, The Most Holy Trinity 
4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 5/30 ~ The Most Holy Trinity  
       St. Patrick’s Parish Hall:  
                           Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am 

May 23, 2021                                                                                                          Pentecost 

The Knights of Columbus will resume praying 
the Rosary before the 7:30 am and 11:00 am 
Mass on the 5th Sunday of the month, starting 
on Sunday, May 30. The Rosary will begin 15 
minutes before Mass starts.  

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
 

              A Catholic Secular Holiday 
Fr. Richard Kunst said, “Memorial Day is the most 
Catholic secular holiday.”  What did he mean by that? 
 
First, let’s look at how Memorial Day came to be.  After 
the American Civil War, the last Monday in May was set 
aside as a special day to go out and decorate the graves 
of soldiers who died in the war.  As time went on, and 
sadly there were more and more wars, it became a day 
to remember all those who died in military service, and 
was officially designated as Memorial Day, and a federal 
holiday.   
 
Of course remembering the dead is important as it 
keeps their memory alive and is healing to those left 
behind.  But as Catholics, we know that it is even more 
important to pray for them.  For us, praying for the dead 
is sacred. The Catechism of the Catholic Church also has 
something to say about prayers for the dead, stating: 
“All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still 
imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal 
salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so 
as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of 
heaven” (1030).  
 
So, during the coming three-day weekend, take a 
moment to pray for those who have died in service to 
our country.  And please join us for 
a special Memorial Day Mass at St. 
Patrick’s Cemetery at 9:00 am on 
May 31. 
 
In the peace of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Bishop’s Ministry Appeal Update 
We are so grateful to everyone who has contributed to 
the BMA this year.  Our numbers have increased, but 
we are still well short of our goal.  Approximately 120 
families from our Parish have sent in their 
contribution, which is LESS THAN 25% of the total 
number of families in our Parish.  If every family in the 
Parish would give even a little, we could make our goal! 
 
Please, if you haven’t already done so, prayerfully 
consider what your family may be able to give this year.  
Then send in the envelope you received in the mail, or 

go online to stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma. 
God Bless you all! 

All Parishioners please note: 

CHANGES TO OUR  
MASS SCHEDULE 

 
Starting Monday May 24 
Monday Communion Service, and Tuesday-Friday Daily 

Mass at St. Patrick’s in Sonora will be at 8:00 am, and 

will be held in the Church. 
 
Starting Saturday May 29 
Saturday Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Big 

Oak Flat will be at 4:00 pm. 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Save the Date 
Christmas in June! Saturday, June 26  

Our long postponed Christmas Fair 
will be held on Saturday, 

June 26 in St. Patrick’s Parish Hall.   
No more donations please,  

our garage is full! 
Stay tuned for more details! 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the souls of   

Patricia Mariscal 
                   Gail Farley 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, rest in peace. 

NEW Religious Study at OLMC 
Starts this week!! 

What: Invitation to a Religious Study 
of  Divine Mercy (10 Lessons) 
Where: Zoom Meeting 
When: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
starting May 26th , 5:00 – 6:30 PM 
DVD Speaker: Fr. Michael Gaitley 

 
We will be watching a video presented by Father 
Michael Gaitley followed by a discussion of what we just 
saw and heard.  Then we will review the material in the 
study guide and discuss the questions that are 
presented to us.  An optional book is also available 
which we will be reading throughout the series and will 
lead to some of our group discussion.  
 
All St. Patrick’s Parishioners are encouraged to join us! 
 
It’s not too late to sign up! But please do sign up for this 
class as soon as possible so that your class outline and 
your Zoom meeting invitation can be emailed to you.  
Let me know if you want me to order a book for you 
($12). Email:  bellale@msn.com 

Updated Directives for Mass - Diocese of Stockton 
† Altar servers and other ministers may serve at the 

discretion of the pastor. Ministers must follow 
distancing guidelines for seating. 

 
† Ministers may process and exit as normal. The 

procession with the gifts may likewise take place. 
Those bringing up the gifts sanitize their hands 
beforehand, and the vessels containing the bread 
and wine are covered. 

 
† The collection may take place at the customary time 

during the Mass, but baskets/plates should not be 
passed between individuals. 

 
† The exchange of the sign of peace is omitted. 
 
† Communion from the chalice remains suspended. 
 
† Ministers are to use a face covering and sanitize 

hands for the distribution of Communion. A small 
table should be available near communion ministers, 
with room for a corporal and hand sanitizer, should 
they need to sanitize their hands during the 
distribution of Communion.  

Planning Meeting for the “Christmas  in June” Fair  
Thursday, May 27 ~ 5:30 pm   

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall ~ Room 4 
 

Any and all volunteers for this annual church fundraiser 
are invited to the meeting.  If you have already 
volunteered to be in charge of a booth, please don’t 
miss this meeting.   If you can’t attend, please be sure 
to send a representative for the booth.  We are 
currently in need for someone to be in charge of the 
Christmas items booth.  If you have any questions, 
please call the Parish Office and ask for Teresa. 

God Bless all our volunteers!  
This important fundraiser doesn’t happen without you! 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday May 24 ~ Sunday May 30 

Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14;  
 Ps 87:1-3, 5-7; Jn 19:25-34 
Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12; Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23; Mk 10:28-31 
Wednesday: Sir 36:1, 4-5a, 10-17; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; 
 Mk 10:32-45 
Thursday: Sir 42:15-25; Ps 33:2-9; Mk 10:46-52 
Friday: Sir 44:1, 9-13; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;  
 Mk 11:11-26 
Saturday: Sir 51:12cd-20; Ps 19:8-11; Mk 11:27-33 
Sunday: Dt 4:32-34, 39-40; Ps 33:4-6, 9, 18-20, 22;  
 Rom 8:14-17; Mt 28:16-20 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday May 23 ~ Saturday May 29 
Sunday: Pentecost Sunday 
Monday: The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the  
 Church; Eighth Week in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday: St. Bede the Venerable; St. Gregory VII;  
 St. Mary Magdelene de’Pazzi 
Wednesday: St. Philip Neri 
Thursday: St. Augustine of Canterbury 
Saturday: St. Paul VI; Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday May 22 ~ Sunday May 30 
Saturday                   
              OLMC 3:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday  7:30 am  No Intentions 
    9:00 am Tete Arellano   
    Liz Gutierrez                    
  11:00 am Jan Opie  
  Maria De La Luz Ruis           
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Shauna Savage  (Healing) 
  Bob Mill  (Healing) 
Wednesday   8:00 am Sharon LeChevallier   (Healing) 
  Yvonne Krill  (Healing) 
Thursday        8:00 am Rebecca Mlinar  (Conversion) 
Friday              8:00 am   No Intentions 
Saturday  
           OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Agnes Grantz  
   9:00 am No Intentions 
 11:00 am Maria De La Luz Ruis    
    Ariana Villifana  
     (Happy Birthday!) 
 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

5-2-21 
Week 18 

May Totals 
To Date                 

5-9-21    
Week 19 

5-16-21   
Week 20 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $6,168 $18,145 $5,116 $6,861 

OLMC $1,248 $2,497 $769 $480 

E-giving $1,300 $3,050 $1,110 $640 

Total  $8,716 $23,692 $6,995 $7,981 

LAST YEAR $14,562 $28,325 $6,995 $6,768 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $693 $971 $183 $95 

OLMC $85 $85 $0 $0 

Total $778 $1,056 $183 $95 

Catholic Communications Campaign:  St. Pat’s $866; OLMC $72 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

The new awning has been installed at  
St. Patrick’s Church! 

Please take a moment to admire this 
beautiful addition to our beautiful church! 

 
Next: Front Doors and Vestibule 

St. Patrick’s 
Sonora, CA 



 

 


