
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
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Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
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Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
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Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 8, 2021 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. John Foley, SJ 
Copyright © 2021, John Foley. All rights reserved.  

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for parish use.  

The background: Elijah had just come from a dangerous 
showdown with 450 prophets of a false god called Baal, 
in the land ruled by Queen Jezebel. Elijah himself had 
arranged a contest between the god of Ahab, called 
Baal, and the One True God. He had the Baal prophets 
arrange a sacrifice for the burning of a young bull, but 
he would not allow them to light the fire, claiming that 
Baal himself should do this. They agreed and for much 
of the day they carried on with incantations, calling out 
to their god, hopping around, and even slashing 
themselves with swords, but nothing at all happened.  

“There was not a sound; no one answered,  
and no one was listening.” (I Kings 18:29) 

 
Elijah taunted them with the famous lines, “Call louder, 
for he is a god and may be meditating, or may have 
retired, or may be on a journey. Perhaps he is asleep 
and must be awakened.” (Or as elsewhere in the bible, 
maybe he has “turned aside” to relieve himself!) 
 
Elijah then arranged an exactly similar sacrifice, this time 
to the true God of Israel. He was so sure of God that he 
doused the wood with jar after jar of water. Then, after 
his short prayer, the wood burst into flames (I Kings 
18:21-40). The Baalite people threw themselves to the 
ground and worshipped the God of Israel. 
 
The true God of Israel had easily won this encounter, 
but Elijah had gone ahead and done great violence 
against the surviving prophets anyway. Queen Jezebel, 
understandably enraged, sent a message that she would 
do the same thing to Elijah and more within that same 
day. Nevertheless, Elijah had their prophets killed. 
 
In our First Reading Elijah was frightened, exhausted and 
dispirited. He had come back to find the Israelites being 
unfaithful to the one true God. So he became miserable 
— in spite of his great triumph. He prayed to God to give 
immediate death to his worthless self. As despondent 
people will sometimes do, he went to sleep. He lay 
himself under a broom tree (a tall hedge that desert 
people used to shield themselves from the sun in the 
day and the wind at night). 
 
God could have been harsh to Elijah as a result of this 
depressed prayer. But instead, a quiet touch from God’s 
angel awakened the man. The angel whispered, “get up 
and eat.” And, lo and behold, “there at his head was a 
hearth cake and a jug of water.” 

Elijah did eat and drink, but then settled right back to 
sleep again. The angel whispered tenderly, “Get up and 
eat, else the journey will be too long for you!” Elijah did 
and was strengthened. In this first reading, we are 
witnessing a mother’s loving care, giving food to the 
discouraged child. 
 
The other readings too are all about God’s kindness, his 
goodness even in small things. The Responsorial Psalm 
invites us to share in it: “Taste and see the goodness of 
the Lord. … I sought the Lord, and he answered me and 
delivered me from all my fears.” 
 
In the Gospel, Jesus offers nourishment, and this time 
the provisions are for a very long journey indeed, the 
one to eternal life. The people listening (called by John 
“the Jews,” but really just “the sensible people”) will not 
have a bit of it. They argue among themselves, ridiculing 
his silly offer of miraculous food. They “murmur” that 
they knew his parents, which made him just a local boy 
acting crazy. Jesus ordered them to stop grousing and 
listen. He made the same comparison that we saw last 
week, between manna that came down from heaven in 
the desert, and himself, who was “the living bread that 
came down from heaven.” 
 
Just concentrate on the deliberate kindness of God: 
feeding the people, giving them drink, pursuing them 
again and again in order to offer the greatest gift of all, 
God’s sacrificial love for us. 
 
God follows us quietly, gently. 
 
How might we respond? To start with, how about 
receiving the living bread in Communion? Another way 
could be to pray on the goodness of God. Also, simply 
slowing down, stopping the running away and instead 
letting the Lord find us. God’s kindhearted love, which is 
also tough, proves to be quite worth the struggle. 
 
Here is how Paul puts it in the Second Reading: 
Be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, 
as Christ loved us and handed himself over for us as a 
sacrificial offering to God for a fragrant aroma. 
 



 

 

Second collection August 14-15   
Diocese of Stockton ~ Priest Retirement Fund 

Our priests stand by us in times of trial, rejoice in our 
times of celebration, and bring Christ to us through the 
Sacraments. They’ve been with us for the major 
moments of life — baptisms, weddings, funerals — and 
are a guiding presence in our everyday lives. Once their 
full-time priestly ministry has concluded and they retire, 
we can’t, and shouldn’t, forget them.  
 
The Diocese of Stockton has a duty to look after its 
retired priests. In joining the priesthood, our priests 
answer a call from God, and they spend many years of 
their lives serving us and serving God.  As priests age, it 
is very important to provide for their spiritual, material 
and medical needs. In the spirit of love, we must 
provide a dignified retirement for our priests. The fund 
helps with the cost of living expenses including 
insurance, healthcare, transportation and housing.  
There will be a second collection next weekend to 
support the Diocese’s Priest Retirement Fund. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Monday 8/9 ~  Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 8/10 ~  
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 8/11 ~ Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Thursday & Friday 8/12 & 8/13 ~ 
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 8/14 ~ Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm  
                Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
                Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
        Second Collection for Priest’s Retirement Fund 

Sunday 8/15 ~ Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                          St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
         Second Collection for Priest’s Retirement Fund 

August 8, 2021                                            The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
The Bread of Life 

 
You may have noticed that a couple of weeks ago, our 
Gospel readings switched from the Book of Mark to the 
Book of John, specifically chapter 6, which is also called 
the “Bread of Life discourse.”  Jesus is teaching the 
crowds, and us, the meaning of the Eucharist.  He shows 
us the reality of Heaven, He offers us the sacrifice of His 
Body and Blood, and promises us  eternal life with Him.   
 
Pope Francis said, “The Eucharist is at the heart of 
Christian initiation, together with Baptism and with  
Confirmation, and it is the source of the Church’s life 
itself. From this Sacrament of love, in fact, flows every 
authentic journey of faith, of communion, and of 
witness."  
 
The earliest Christians universally believed in the Real 
Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. The well-respected 
early Church historian J.N.D. Kelly said that “Eucharistic 
teaching, it should be understood at the outset, was in 
general unquestioningly realist, i.e., the consecrated 
bread and wine were taken to be, and were treated and 
designated as, the Savior’s body and blood” (Early 
Christian Doctrines, 440).  
 
At the Last Supper, Jesus said the words that every Priest 
prays at every Mass, “Take this, and eat of it, for this is 
My Body. . . This is My Blood of the Covenant. . . Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”  
 
That word remembrance needs to be understood in the 
Biblical sense of anamnesis, or  remembering an event in 
a ritual way, that makes the reality of the event present 
again. This is not remembrance in today’s understanding 
of simply recalling something that happened.    
 
The Eucharist is not some symbolic gesture with bread 
and wine.  It is the very real and substantial presence of 
Christ, and as Catholics we are so blessed to come to the 
Altar and encounter Him, unite with Him, and with each 
other in the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.   
 
In the peace of Christ, 
Fr. Banka Pictured: 

Fr. John 
Fitzgerald, right 
Fr. Larry Guerrero, 
left 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Roger Clark 
Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 
Kary Hubbard 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

Please welcome Fr. James Quinlan to St. Patrick’s  today, 
Sunday, August 8.  He comes to us from Cross Catholic 
Outreach and will share some touching stories about the 
amazing work Catholic missions are accomplishing 
worldwide. More than ever, poor families in developing 
countries are relying on Catholic missions for assistance 
with food, water, shelter, medical care and spiritual 
nourishment. Since Cross Catholic Outreach empowers 
existing Catholic missions, its programs are extremely 
cost-effective, and the majority of the resources it 
collects goes into services that help the poorest of the 
poor around the world. 
 
To learn more about Cross Catholic Outreach, please go 
to www. CrossCatholic.org/outreach 

RCIA begins August 17! 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults   

 
The Period of Inquiry is the first stage in the RCIA 
process.  This is a time to become acquainted with the 
Catholic Church and to hear the Good News of Jesus 
Christ our Savior.  This is also a time of reflection, to look 
within oneself and see the connections between the 
Gospel and one’s own life. If there is anyone in your 
family or among your friends who may be interested in 
becoming Catholic, or in learning more about the 
Catholic Faith, the Period of Inquiry is the perfect time 
for them.   
 
RCIA will meet on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm, 
beginning August 17, in St. Patrick’s Parish Hall Room #1. 
 
For more information, please call Dave or Sally Forrest at 
209-984-3465. 

St. Patrick’s is looking for volunteers 
to open and/or close our cemetery.  
We have had several instances 
where the cemetery has remained 
open all night, and there is vandalism 

and damage done to the grounds.  Our dear departed 
deserve better than that!  If we can get at least seven 
volunteers, you would only have to commit to one day 
a week!  Please call the Parish Office for more 
information. Help us make sure our cemetery is a place 
of beauty and peace. 

Save the Date! 
 

St. Patrick’s Parish Picnic  
Sunday, September 12 

Pinecrest Lake 
Stay tuned for more details! 

Save the Date! 

Religious Education Classes  
start  on  

Wednesday, September 15 
6:30 pm 

Save the Date! 

Matthew 25 Breakfast  
7:00 - 8:00 am 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
Breakfast and Lunch 

Burritos TO-GO  
                                      Tuesdays only, starting August 17 



 

 

August 8, 2021                                           The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday August 9 ~ Sunday August 15 

Monday: Dt 10:12-22; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;  
 Mt 17:22-27 
Tuesday: 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-26 
Wednesday: Dt 34:1-2; Ps 66:1-3a, 5, 8, 16-17;  
 Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday: Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Ps 114:1-6;  
 Mt 18:21 — 19:1 
Friday: Jos 24:1-13; Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22, 24; 
 Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday: Jos 24:14-29; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-8, 11; 
 Mt 19:13-15 
Sunday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2;  
 Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14; 1 Cor 15:54b-57; 
 Lk 11:27-28 Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
 Ps 45:10-12, 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday August 8 ~ Saturday August 14 
Sunday: Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross 
Tuesday: St. Lawrence 
Wednesday: St. Clare 
Thursday: St. Jane Frances de Chantal 
Friday: Ss. Pontian and Hippolytus 
Saturday: St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Saturday August 7 ~ Sunday August 15 
Saturday                   
              OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Dr. Eric Runte     
    Mary McDonough  
   9:00 am Tete Arellano  
    Kary Hubbard (Healing)  
 11:00 am Alicia and Sofia Diaz  
  Alma Gamboa (Happy Birthday!) 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Bette Jacob  
  Mitchell Mlinar 
Wednesday   8:00 am Communion Service 
Thursday        8:00 am Fr. Tony Galati (Newly ordained) 
Friday              8:00 am Alma Gamboa (Happy Birthday!) 
Saturday   
             OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Dr. Eric Runte       
    Mary McDonough  
   9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI  
    Charlotte Dunne  
    Lois McLain   
 11:00 am Jack McCoy  
    Jack & LaVon Woodcock   

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

8-1-21 
Week 31 

August 
Totals  

To Date                  

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,566 $5,566 

OLMC $973 $973 

E-giving $1,567 $1,567 

Total  $8,106 $8,106 

LAST YEAR $7,576 $7,576 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $532 $532 

OLMC $55 $55 

Total $587 $587 

Thank you for your continued and 
generous offerings! 

IDEA: Here’s 
a simple way 

to make a  
donation to 
St. Patrick’s 

Parish that could also 
have tax advantages. If 

you  need to make 
Required Minimum 

Distributions from your 
traditional IRA, talk to 

your tax advisor about the 
advantages of making a 

Qualified Charitable 
Distribution (QCD) as part 

of your retirement 
financial strategy.  

Please pray for Fr. Banka 
during his trip to India, 

and for his safe return to 
us on August 12.  

 
St. Christopher,  

patron saint of travelers, 
protect him! 

 

“Our labor here is brief, but the reward is eternal. Do not 
be disturbed by the clamor of the world, which passes 
like a shadow. Do not let false delights of a deceptive 
world deceive you.”               St. Clare of Assisi (August 11) 



 

 


