
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

The Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 1, 2021 

St. Anne’s Catholic Church (Columbia) ~ July 24, 2021 

Bishop Myron J. Cotta 

with Deacon Joe Gomes (left) and Deacon Karl Welsbacher (right)                                

Photo:  Sandy Pasby 

Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life; whoever comes to Me will 

never hunger, and whoever believes in Me will never thirst.” 

John 6:35 



 

 

Doesn’t the word “falling” sometimes describe our lives? 
Falling into debt, falling out of belief, falling from blazing 
temperatures, falling from the pandemic, worrying about 
youths who say, “what shall we believe in?” And the 
crumbling of that one true foundation of society, the 
family? 
 
The First Reading talks about a time like this. God had 
pulled his people out of ancient captivity by sending 
them on a 40-year “exodus” from the Egypt of that day. 
In this terrible journey and the blazing heat of those 
days, things indeed had begun to fall apart. The freed 
people began to grouse and censure Moses and Aaron, 
their leaders. They actually said that they would rather 
have stayed in the land of Egypt and be killed—Egypt 
which at least had flesh-pots to eat from—than to starve 
now, wandering, through the desert. 
 
How do we face the falling of their world and ours? 
 

Maybe these words of Anne Lamott* hold a key: 
 
“When a lot of things start going wrong all at once, it is 
to protect something big and lovely that is trying to get 
itself born, and this something needs for you to be 
distracted so that it can be born as perfectly as possible.”  
 
In the exodus, something very big and lovely was trying 
to be born. God was holding their “falling to pieces” 
gently all the while. He even sent a huge flock of quail for 
meat as well as “bread from heaven” (manna) from the 
skies. 
 
The Gospel for Sunday flows right out of this incident. 
The people grumbled to Jesus, saying, 

“our ancestors ate manna in the desert, as 
it is written: ‘he gave them bread from 
heaven to eat.’ What sign can you do, that 
we may see and believe in you?” 

 
A strange question, since, only the day before, Jesus had 
multiplied five barley loaves and fishes till there was 

enough to feed this same huge crowd. What a sign that 
had been. Did they forget just one day later? 
 
Jesus said, “It was not Moses who gave the bread from 
heaven; my Father gives you the true bread from 
heaven.” 
 
A crucial distinction. God had sent the manna, God sends 
Jesus, the true manna. Maybe God had distracted them 
(and us?) by the falling of his people. 
 
There is a poem by Reiner Maria Rilke, the German poet, 
which may apply here.  
    
   Autumn 

 The leaves are falling, falling as from afar,  
 as if from some far-off garden in the sky.  
 They fall with gestures of denial. 
 And in the nights the heavy earth falls  
 out of all the stars in the loneliness. 
 We all fall. This hand, here, falls. 
 And look at the rest: it is in all! 

 And yet, there is One who holds all this falling,  
 endlessly softly, in His hands.** 
 
Maybe the careening earth, and human affairs, 
everything that is falling apart, all of it, every bit of it, has 
behind it something big and lovely trying to get itself 
born. 
 
There is really no other true answer to the failures of our 
world. The dropping away of opportunities, the broken 
but recovering economy, the racial inequality, the 
starvation—no answer at all unless supporting hands 
make safe the falling and support it with tenderness. 
 
Instead of despairing, we must wait, and then act. 
Because something lovely is being born. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. John Foley, SJ 
Copyright © 2021, John Foley. All rights reserved.  

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for parish use.  

**The above is my own attempt at translation of Rilke’s poem 
into English. Permission is hereby granted to reproduce this 
translation for personal or parish use.  

 * From Anne Lamott, Grace (Eventually): Thoughts on Faith. 
Riverhead Books. 2007, p. 107.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/080121.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/080121.cfm#main-content
https://liturgy.slu.edu/18OrdB080121/reflections_foley.html#footnote2
https://liturgy.slu.edu/18OrdB080121/reflections_foley.html#body2
https://liturgy.slu.edu/18OrdB080121/reflections_foley.html#body
https://www.amazon.com/Grace-Eventually-Thoughts-Anne-Lamott/dp/159448287X


 

 

“Great and wonderful  
are your works,  

Lord God almighty.”          
 

(Rev 15:3) 

Monday 8/2 ~  Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 8/3 ~  
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 8/4 ~ Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Thursday & Friday 8/5 & 8/6 ~ 
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 8/7 ~ Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm  
                      19th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
                Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
                        Parish Services Collection 

Sunday 8/8 ~ 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                          St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
           Fr. James Quinlan will celebrate all Masses 

August 1, 2021                                            The Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
The Book of Psalms 

 
During the Liturgy of the Word, whether it be a Sunday 
Mass, daily Mass, or Special Feast Day, we always hear a 
Psalm.  Furthermore, the Psalm requires participation by 
the assembly:  we are to respond by singing back the 
first line as sung by the Cantor.  This is why it is often 
referred to as the “Responsorial Psalm.” Here are a few 
facts about the Book of Psalms you may not know: 
 
First of all, the Book of Psalms is a rich and vibrant 
collection of prayers, hymns, and poems that express 
the gamut of every human emotion - from anger, fear 
and sadness to gratitude, joy, and elation. 
 
There are 150 Psalms in the Bible.  Still, this is not the 
longest book in the Bible, but it is the third longest! Only 
Jeremiah and Genesis are longer.   
 
It’s estimated that the Psalms were composed over a 
period of about 1,000 years.  
 
King David wrote at least 75 of the Psalms (Jewish 
tradition says 88), and 6 other authors that we know of 
wrote the rest, including Moses and Solomon.  
 
Psalm 90 may be the oldest Psalm, written by Moses  
around 1450 B.C.  Psalm 117 is the shortest Psalm with 
only 2 verses, and 119 is the longest with 176 verses.  
 
During His earthly ministry, Jesus Christ quoted from the 
Book of Psalms more than from any other book in the 
Old Testament. 
 
The Psalms can teach us how to pray! Pope Benedict 
said, “These inspired songs teach us how to speak to 
God, expressing ourselves and the 
whole range of our human experience 
with words that God Himself gave us.”  
 
In the light of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Parish Services Collection this month: 
 

St. Patrick’s ~ Sunday, August 1 

OLMC ~ Saturday, August 7 

Our Parish is so blessed to include the beautiful and 
historic St. Anne’s Catholic Church in Columbia.  
Although we only celebrate Mass inside St. Anne’s a 
few times a year, it’s always a special and moving 
experience.  This year for the Feast of St. Joachim and 
St. Anne, our Bishop Myron J. Cotta presided at the 
Mass on July 24. Deacons Joe Gomes and Karl 
Welsbacher served with the Bishop.  We’d like to  thank 
our Bishop, Deacons, Liturgical Ministers, Choir and 
Musicians, Fr. Banka and our Parish Office staff, our 
Photographer, and the incredible volunteer team put 
together by Marcia Watts for making this wonderful 
celebration possible. 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Kary Hubbard 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

 

Please welcome Fr. James Quinlan to St. Patrick’s on 
Sunday, August 8.  He comes to us from Cross Catholic 
Outreach and will share some touching stories about 
the amazing work Catholic missions are accomplishing 
worldwide. More than ever, poor families in developing 
countries are relying on Catholic missions for assistance 
with food, water, shelter, medical care and spiritual 
nourishment. Since Cross Catholic Outreach empowers 
existing Catholic missions, its programs are extremely 
cost-effective, and the majority of the resources it 
collects go into program services that help the poorest 
of the poor around the world. 
 
To learn more about Cross Catholic Outreach, please go 
to www. CrossCatholic.org/outreach 

RCIA begins in August! 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults   

 
Be thinking now of anyone in your 
family or among your friends who may 
be interested in becoming Catholic, or 
in learning more about the Catholic 
Faith.  More details to come! 

St. Patrick’s is looking for volunteers 
to open and/or close our cemetery.  
We have had several instances 
where the cemetery has remained 
open all night, and there is vandalism 

and damage done to the grounds.  Our dear departed 
deserve better than that!  If we can get at least seven 
volunteers, you would only have to commit to one day 
a week!  Please call the Parish Office for more 
information. Help us make sure our cemetery is a place 
of beauty and peace. 

Second collection August 13-14   
Diocese of Stockton ~ Priest Retirement Fund 

Our priests stand by us in times of trial, rejoice in our 
times of celebration, and bring Christ to us through the 
Sacraments. They’ve been with us for the major 
moments of life — baptisms, weddings, funerals — and 
are a guiding presence in our everyday lives. Once their 
full-time priestly ministry has concluded and they retire, 
we can’t, and shouldn’t, forget them.  
 
The Diocese of Stockton has a duty to look after its 
retired priests. In joining the priesthood, our priests 
answer a call from God, and they spend many years of 
their lives serving us and serving God.  As priests age, it 
is very important to provide for their spiritual, material 
and medical needs. In the spirit of love, we must provide 
a dignified retirement for our priests. The fund helps 
with the cost of living expenses including insurance, 
healthcare, transportation and housing.  There will be a 
second collection on August 13-14 to support the 
Diocese of Stockton’s Priest Retirement Fund. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Copyright Diocese of Stockton 2019 - All rights reserved.  

Pictured: 
Fr. John Fitzgerald, right 
Fr. Larry Guerrero, below 

Save the Date! 
 

St. Patrick’s Parish Picnic  
Sunday, September 12 

Pinecrest Lake 
Stay tuned for more details! 



 

 

August 1, 2021                                           The Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday August 2 ~ Sunday August 8 

Monday: Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-17; Mt 14:13-21 
Tuesday: Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-7, 12-13;  
 Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2, 25 — 14:1, 26-29a, 34-35;  
 Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-23; Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday: Nm 20:1-13; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Mt 16:13-23 
Friday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;  
 2 Pt 1:16-19; Mk 9:2-10 
Saturday: Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; Mt 17:14-20 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8; Ps 34:2-9; Eph 4:30 — 5:2;  
 Jn 6:41-51 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday August 1 ~ Saturday August 7 
Sunday: Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Eusebius of Vercelli;  
 St. Peter Julian Eymard 
Wednesday: St. John Vianney 
Thursday: Dedication of the Basilica of  
 St. Mary Major 
Friday: The Transfiguration of the Lord;  
 Hiroshima Memorial Day; First Friday 
Saturday: St. Sixtus II and Companions;  
 St. Cajetan; First Saturday 

Saturday July 31 ~ Sunday August 8 
Saturday                   
              OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Bonnie & Joe Patania     
    Nuncy Patania  
     Fred Escarcego  
   9:00 am Woods & Sowa Family (Healing) 
    Teresa Woods (Healing)  
 11:00 am Raul Gamboa  
  Guadalupe Diaz  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am  No Intentions 
Wednesday   8:00 am Communion Service 
Thursday        8:00 am Sam Villafana (Happy Birthday!) 
Friday              8:00 am  No Intentions 
Saturday   
             OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Dr. Eric Runte       
    Fred Escarcego  
   9:00 am Tete Arellano  
    Kary Hubbard (Healing)   
 11:00 am Alicia and Sofia Diaz  
    Alma Gamboa (Happy Birthday!)

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

7-4-21 
Week 27 

July Totals                  7-11-21 
Week 28 

7-18-21 
Week 29 

7-25-21 
Week 30 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,572 $19,117 $5,409 $3,595 $4,541 

OLMC $2,306 $5,154 $847 $1,328 $673 

E-giving $1,895 $4,444 $1,605 $372 $572 

Total  $9,773 $28,715 $7,861 $5,295 $5,786 

LAST YEAR $8,594 $26,367 $6,593 $5,211 $5,969 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $688 $903 $155 $30 $30 

OLMC $85 $195 $85 $25 $0 

Total $773 $1,098 $240 $55 $30 

Feast of St. Joachim and St. Anne (St. Anne’s):  $288 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Please pray for Fr. Banka 
during his trip to India, 

and for his safe return to 
us on August 12.  

 
St. Christopher,  

patron saint of travelers, 
protect him! 

 

“Whoever governs their passions is master of the world. 
We must either command them, or be commanded by 
them.  It is better to be the hammer than the anvil.” 

St. Dominic 



 

 


