
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 25, 2021 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

When Jesus raised His eyes and saw that a large crowd 
was coming to Him, he said to Philip, “Where can we buy 
enough food for them to eat?” (John 6:5) 
 
How do we feed the hungry? How, in fact, can it be done 
today? The world is a big place and millions upon 
millions of people live in hunger. Moreover we live a 
situation of compounded complexity of every sort, 
political, social, and economic. There is no simple way to 
get resources from the rich to the poor, from your table 
to the table of someone who is hungry. How can you live 
out Christ's command to feed the hungry, given the 
complexities of today's world? 
 
Generally speaking, rightly and wrongly, we look to our 
governments, to the United Nations, relief organizations, 
social services, welfare, and other such agencies to do 
this for us. Given the scope and complexity of poverty 
and hunger in the world, the tendency is to look over our 
shoulders to something massive, to some big 
government or agency, to feed the hungry. We tend to 
feel too small and individually over-powered in the face 
of hunger's enormity. 
 
But this can be, and invariably is, a rationalization, an 
abdication, a way of escaping Jesus’ command. 
Ultimately we cannot use the excuse that things are too 
complicated, that we are too small and powerless, and 
that only huge organizations can do anything for the 
hungry. The Gospel call to feed the hungry is 
uncompromising and eminently personal. Each of us is 
called upon personally to do something real and this 
must be something beyond the normal corporate things 
we are involved in: paying taxes and giving charity 
monies to governments and big agencies to enable them 
to do this for us. We must do something ourselves. 
 
But what more can we do concretely? How can you and 
how can I feed the hungry? 
 
There are a couple of possible approaches. Mother 
Theresa takes one approach. For her, Jesus’ command is 
simple and clear. Each of us should personally, beyond 
government and other agencies, reach out concretely 
and touch some poor person or persons. There should 
be times when we are, literally, taking food to hungry 
people, working in soup kitchens, giving aid to individual 
street people, and having a poor person eat at our table. 
This approach is individual, personal, and concrete. Each 

poor person has a face, and we do not, at least not all 
the time, ask questions regarding where they will eat 
tomorrow or what social problems are causing this 
hunger. In this view, the demand that we feed the 
hungry challenges us precisely to reach out beyond 
ideologies and social theories and irrespective of social 
structures—like the Good Samaritan, person-to-person, 
take food to the hungry. 
 
But there is another approach, more abstract though not 
less critical. In this view, it is less important to feed this 
or that individual person on a given day than it is to 
change the social, political, and economic structures that 
are responsible for that particular person being hungry. 
This approach is less personal and it is slower, but it can, 
at the end of the day, be more far-reaching. In it, one 
attempts to feed the hungry by involving oneself in 
social justice groups that are trying to change the 
conditions that produce poverty. 
 
Both of these approaches, in their best expressions, are 
predicated on some other things: feeding the hungry, as 
Jesus asks us to do it, involves a reduction in our own 
standard of living. To feed the hungry means to consume 
less ourselves, to do some fasting, and to live in a 
simplicity that puts us in more solidarity with the poor.  
 
Feeding the hungry also means prayer. We have some 
bad habits that only God can cure and thus only the 
outside power of God can ultimately transform our 
world. 
 
So which is the best approach? As Christians, our task is 
not to pick between being a Mother Theresa or a social 
justice advocate. The gospel asks us to be both. We need 
to work at transforming the conditions that create 
poverty even as we, like Mother Theresa, reach out 
personally, beyond the economics and social issues 
involved, to feed very individual poor people, the ones 
we encounter face to face. 



 

 

Monday 7/26 ~  Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 7/27 ~  
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 7/28 ~ Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Thursday & Friday 7/29 & 7/30 ~ 
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 7/30 ~ Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm  
                      18th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
                Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 8/1 ~ 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                          St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

July 25, 2021                                        The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Gestures During Mass 

 
This week we’ll look at a few more gestures traditionally 
used during Mass. 
 
Genuflection vs. Kneeling - what’s the difference?  
Genuflection is bending one knee to the ground; 
Kneeling is putting both knees on the ground or on a 
kneeler, which is a padded bar near the floor in the pew. 
 
Genuflection is touching the right knee to the floor while 
bending the left knee, and simultaneously making the 
Sign of the Cross. We only genuflect in front of the Holy 
Eucharist, and this is done while facing the Tabernacle or 
the Altar if the Monstrance is present. We should always 
genuflect when coming into the church before taking 
our seat, and again when leaving the church. 
 
Kneeling is done during the Eucharistic prayer.  We kneel 
after singing the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) and remain 
kneeling until we sing the Great Amen.  Those who are 
injured or have mobility issues due to age or infirmity 
are not obligated to kneel. 
 
Gospel Greeting 
Before reading the Gospel, the Priest makes the Sign of 
the Cross with his thumb on the first word of the reading 
in the book he reads from, called the Lectionary, and 
announces, “A reading from the Holy Gospel according 
to . . .” We respond with the words, “Glory to you, O 
Lord,” while making a Sign of the Cross with our thumb 
on our forehead, lips and heart. This gesture is a form of 
prayer for Word of God to be always in 
our mind, on our lips, and in our heart. 
 
In the light of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Bishop’s Ministry Appeal Update 
We are so close!  We really need everyone who has 
pledged but has NOT sent in their contribution to do so 
as soon as possible!  If you haven’t pledged yet, it’s not 
too late! You can use the envelope you received in the 
mail, or go online to:  

stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma. 
God Bless you all! 

As of July 20 

St. Patrick’s is looking for volunteers to 
open and/or close the cemetery.  We 
have had several instances where the 
cemetery has remained open all night, 
and there is vandalism and damage 

done to the grounds.  Our dear departed deserve better 
than that!  If we can get at least seven volunteers, you 
would only have to commit to one day a week!  Please 
call the Parish Office for more information. Help us make 
sure our cemetery is a place of beauty and peace. 

Christmas Fair Update 
Even with all the limitations, restrictions, and 
postponements due to Covid-19, our Christmas Fair 
efforts going back to November 2020 have yielded our 
Parish over $15,000, as a much needed and successful 
fundraiser.  Thank you to everyone who participated! 



 

 

Bulletin Deadline:  Content must be received no later 
than Monday morning in order to appear in that 
weekend’s Bulletin.  The Bulletin editor reserves the right 
to edit content for space and aesthetics. 

Email content to: sandra@stpatssonora.org 
Please be sure all pertinent details are included.   

Thank you! 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Kary Hubbard 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

 

Teachers needed for Religious Ed! 
Classes start September 15 

 
He wants everyone to know about His 
love and forgiveness, and about His 
church and the sacraments. But, who 
will teach them? Who will lead them 

to His Most Sacred Heart? He needs your gifts, talents, 
skills, and special touch!             
 
We usually teach in partners, share the responsibilities, 
and bounce ideas off of each other. Most grade levels 
have openings, so if you love working with the younger 
ones, 3rd-5th graders, or middle school, we have a 
special place for you. Bring your love of God, your 
faithfulness to His sacraments, and your heart for His 
young people.  
 
For more info: Kathy Casas 770-5987  

Dear Parishioners:  If you or your ministry group has 
need of any of St. Patrick’s facilities - the Church, the 
Parish Office conference room, or the Parish Hall and 
classrooms - you must reserve the facility through the 
office, and the date and time must be included on the 
Parish calendar.  This will help us avoid conflicts, and 
ensure our facilities are available when needed. 

 Thank you! 

Please welcome Fr. James Quinlan to St. Patrick’s on 
Sunday, August 8.  He comes to us from Cross Catholic 
Outreach and will share some touching stories about 
the amazing work Catholic missions are accomplishing 
worldwide. More than ever, poor families in developing 
countries are relying on Catholic missions for assistance 
with food, water, shelter, medical care and spiritual 
nourishment. Since Cross Catholic Outreach empowers 
existing Catholic missions, its programs are extremely 
cost-effective, and the majority of the resources it 
collects go into program services that help the poorest 
of the poor around the world. 
 
To learn more about Cross Catholic Outreach and to 
support its ministries, please go to  
www. CrossCatholic.org/outreach 

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly 
“I am with you always”: this is the 
promise the Lord made to his 
disciples before he ascended into 
heaven. They are the words that he 
repeats to you today, dear 
grandfathers and grandmothers, 
dear elderly friends.  ‘I am with you 

always’ are also the words that I, as Bishop of Rome and 
an elderly person like yourselves, would like to address 
to you on this first World Day of Grandparents and the 
Elderly. The whole Church is close to you – to us – and 
cares about you, loves you and does not want to leave 
you alone!”  Pope Francis  
 
Pope Francis has decided to institute a Church-wide 
celebration of a World Day for Grandparents and the 
Elderly. Starting this year, it will be held on the fourth 
Sunday of July, close to the liturgical memorial of Saints 
Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus. Recalling 
the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple - 
when the elderly Simeon and Anna encountered the 
child Jesus and recognized Him as the Messiah - Pope 
Francis said, “the Holy Spirit even today stirs up 
thoughts and words of wisdom in the elderly.” The voice 
of the elderly “is precious,” he said, “because it sings the 
praises of God and preserves the roots of the peoples. 
The elderly remind us that old age is a gift and that 
grandparents are the link between generations, to pass 
on to the young the experience of life.”  



 

 

July 25, 2021                                        The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                    

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday July 26 ~ Sunday August 1 

Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Ps 106:19-23;  
 Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28; Ps 103:6-13;  
 Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99:5-7, 9; Mt 13:44-46 
Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a, 11;  
 Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Friday: Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37;  
 Ps 81:3-6, 10-11ab; Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Mt 14:1-12 
Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78:3-4, 23-25, 54;  
 Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday July 25 ~ Saturday July 31 
Sunday: Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
 World Day for Grandparents and the      
                          Elderly 
Monday: Ss. Joachim and Anne 
Thursday: Ss. Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 
Friday: St. Peter Chrysologus 
Saturday: St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Saturday July 24 ~ Sunday August 1 
Saturday                   
              OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Onofrio Fred Vacovonne     
    Jeanne Kiely  
   9:00 am Richard & Janet Cordes  
    Rose Merel   
 11:00 am Daniel Vanzzini  
  Dr. Annie Cherry (Healing) 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Bob Julian  
  Terri Julian Gray  
Wednesday   8:00 am Communion Service 
Thursday        8:00 am Kary Hubbard (Healing) 
Friday              8:00 am  No Intentions 
Saturday   
             OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Bonnie & Joe Patania    
  Nuncy Patania     
    Fred Escarcego  
   9:00 am Woods and Sowa Family  
      (Healing) 
    Teresa Woods   (Healing)   
 11:00 am Raul Gamboa 
    Guadalupe Diaz   

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

7-4-21 
Week 27 

July Totals 
to date                  

7-11-21 
Week 28 

7-18-21 
Week 29 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,572 $14,576 $5,409 $3,595 

OLMC $2,306 $4,481 $847 $1,328 

E-giving $1,895 $3,872 $1,605 $372 

Total  $9,773 $22,929 $7,861 $5,295 

LAST YEAR $8,594 $20,398 $6,593 $5,211 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $688 $873 $155 $30 

OLMC $85 $195 $85 $25 

Total $773 $1,068 $240 $55 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

RCIA begins in August!   
 
Be thinking now of 
anyone in your family 
or among your friends 
who may be interested in becoming 
Catholic, or in learning more about the 
Catholic Faith.   

More details to follow! 

Please pray for Fr. 
Banka as he travels 
to India, and for his 
safe return to us on 

August 12.  
 

St. Christopher, 
patron saint of 

travelers, protect 
him! 

“It is dangerous to make everybody go forward by the 
same road; and worse to measure others by oneself.”  

St. Ignatius of Loyola 



 

 


