
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
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Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
August 15, 2021 

From this day all generations will call me blessed (Luke 1:48) 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. John Foley, SJ 
Copyright © 2021, John Foley. All rights reserved.  

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for parish use.  

There are people who talk all the time. At least so it 
might seem. You or I could be one of them and not 
realize it. Maybe it is just exuberance of personality, or a 
brain packed full of ideas that simply must poke their 
way out. 

Or it could be self-centeredness. I have known folks who 
take their breath in the middle of a sentence instead of 
at the end so that they can rush to the next sentence 
without a pause at the period, leaving no room for 
anyone else to butt in. 

Am I being unkind? Not really. It takes all types. 

But there is a lesson to be learned from this 
phenomenon, and it concerns each one of us. 

The more we talk the less we listen. 

Truly listen, I mean. If we talk all the time, our energy is 
taken up by our own thoughts and actions and effects. 
We miss one of the greatest treasures of all: the beauty 
of other people in their complexity and in their simplicity 
and their interiority. 

Alright, should we then just sit in silence and let others 
talk? No, no. We must take care to exchange with 
others. To talk, yes, but also to listen. 

All true relationships, be they societal niceties or deep 
friendships, are founded on receiving and giving. We give 
the gift of attention to the other, and we receive it back 
from them. 

That being said, the Gospel surely gives us a test case. 
Why does the newly pregnant Mary talk so much this 
Sunday? She has hurried to her cousin Elizabeth’s house 
in the hill country, and hardly have they even said hello 
when Mary bursts into a long speech or song, the 
Magnificat. In it she even says that all generations are 
going to call her blessed! Talking about herself, so it 
seems. 

But examine the words just before the Magnificat. Mary 
is actually responding to what Elizabeth has just said. 
“You are the mother of my Lord! Blessed are you who 
believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would 
be fulfilled.” 

In return Mary does let excited words pour from her 
mouth. 

The Magnificat is not about Mary, it is entirely about 
God. She will be blessed by all generations, she says, not 
at all because she is herself something great, but 
because God’s love and mercy are, and they will pour 
out through her to the world. Mary had a lifelong habit 
of listening to God’s love. She sensed the Holy Spirit 
when she received it. Her reaction? To speak the divine 
Word into the world. She is the great example of hearing 
and then speaking. 

The feast of the Assumption salutes this trust and 
openness in Mary. At the end she had been at one with 
God all her life, even in the searing passion and death of 
her son. The Assumption is not a mythical statement of 
fancy, it is an acknowledgment of how close Mary had 
been to Jesus all life long, and especially in His death. 

It would have been superfluous for her to die again. 

Assumption of the Virgin Mary - Sir Peter Paul Rubens, 1637 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/081521-Day.cfm


 

 

 
Second collection August 14-15   

Diocese of Stockton ~ Priest Retirement Fund 
Our priests stand by us in times of trial, rejoice in our 
times of celebration, and bring Christ to us through the 
Sacraments. They’ve been with us for the major 
moments of life — baptisms, weddings, funerals — and 
are a guiding presence in our everyday lives. Once their 
full-time priestly ministry has concluded and they retire, 
we can’t, and shouldn’t, forget them.  
 
The Diocese of Stockton has a duty to look after its 
retired priests. In joining the priesthood, our priests 
answer a call from God, and they spend many years of 
their lives serving us and serving God.  As priests age, it 
is very important to provide for their spiritual, material 
and medical needs. In the spirit of love, we must 
provide a dignified retirement for our priests. The fund 
helps with the cost of living expenses including 
insurance, healthcare, transportation and housing.  
There will be a second collection next weekend to 
support the Diocese’s Priest Retirement Fund. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Monday 8/16 ~  Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 8/17 - Friday 8/20 ~  
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 8/21 ~ Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm  
                21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  
                Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat      

Sunday 8/22 ~ 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                          St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

August 15, 2021                                    The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
The Marian Dogmas 

 
Today we celebrate the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  The belief in the Assumption is one of the four 
Marian Dogmas of the Catholic Church.  We’re going to 
look at all four, but first, what is a “dogma?”  A dogma is 
a teaching of the Church that has been revealed by God, 
and is held to be an absolute truth by all Catholics.   
 
It is important to note that in the Marian Dogmas, the 
Church has never taught that Mary is in any way divine, 
but she was (is!) Immaculate, or without sin.  Other than 
that, she was a very human woman, who lived, laughed, 
cried, worked, felt joy and pain, just as we do.  
 
The Four Marian Dogmas: 
Mother of God - Mary gave birth to the Second Person 
of the Divine Trinity, the One who took on flesh and 
became man. Mary is the Mother of God because Jesus 
is God and Mary is the Mother of Jesus.  
 
Perpetual Virginity - The Church traditionally presents 
Mary as “virgin before, during and after giving birth,” 
affirming that she never ceased to be a virgin. The 
Second Vatican Council additionally states, “Christ’s 
birth did not diminish his mother’s virginal integrity but 
sanctified it.”  
 
Immaculate Conception - At the moment of Mary’s own 
conception in the womb of St. Anne, God preserved her 
from any stain of original sin. There’s a beautiful image 
of Mary as the undoer of knots. The early Church 
Fathers said “The knot of Eve’s disobedience was untied 
by Mary’s obedience; what the virgin Eve bound through 
her unbelief, the Virgin Mary loosened by her faith.”  
 
Assumption - First of all, a distinction needs to be made 
between Ascension and Assumption. Jesus ascended 
into heaven, a powerful sign of His divinity. Mary was 
elevated or assumed into heaven by the power and 
grace of God. The Virgin Mary, “having completed the 
course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul 
into heavenly glory (SVC).”  There 
is a unity of body and soul, and 
this is a promise of immortality for 
all of us! 
 
In the peace of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Pictured: 
Fr. John 
Fitzgerald, right 
Fr. Larry Guerrero, 
left 

Save the Date! 
St. Patrick’s Altar and Rosary Society will resume with a 
meeting on Monday September 13, 11:30 - 2:00 pm in 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall.  All ladies from the parish are 
invited to attend!  There will be a potluck luncheon.   
For more information:  Marge Nath 532-2229 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Roger Clark 
Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 
Kary Hubbard 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

RCIA begins August 17! 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults   

 
The Period of Inquiry is the first stage in the RCIA 
process.  This is a time to become acquainted with the 
Catholic Church and to hear the Good News of Jesus 
Christ our Savior.  This is also a time of reflection, to look 
within oneself and see the connections between the 
Gospel and one’s own life. If there is anyone in your 
family or among your friends who may be interested in 
becoming Catholic, or in learning more about the 
Catholic Faith, the Period of Inquiry is the perfect time 
for them.   
 
RCIA will meet on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm, 
beginning August 17, in St. Patrick’s Parish Hall Room #1. 
 
For more information, please call Dave or Sally Forrest at 
209-984-3465. 

St. Patrick’s is looking for volunteers 
to open and/or close our cemetery.  
We have had several instances 
where the cemetery has remained 
open all night, and there is vandalism 

and damage done to the grounds.  Our dear departed 
deserve better than that!  If we can get at least seven 
volunteers, you would only have to commit to one day 
a week!  Please call the Parish Office for more 
information. Help us make sure our cemetery is a place 
of beauty and peace. 

Save the Date! 
 

St. Patrick’s Parish Picnic  
Sunday, September 12 

Pinecrest Lake 
Stay tuned for more details! 

Save the Date! 

Religious Education Classes  
start  on  

Wednesday, September 15 
6:30 pm 

Save the Date! 

Matthew 25 Breakfast  
7:00 - 8:00 am 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
Breakfast and Lunch 

Burritos TO-GO  
                                      Tuesdays only, starting August 17 

The celebration of today’s feast on a 
Sunday is unusual on our Roman 
Catholic calendar. Our observance of the 
Lord’s Day is held in such high esteem 
that few other feasts replace it. 
Occasionally there is a feast in which the 
saving power of God in Christ is so 

uniquely focused that the Roman rite deems it worthy of 
celebration on the Lord’s Day. Today - the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary - is such a feast.  
 
The Roman Catholic Church never defined any specifics 
or particulars about the event itself. It is not in the 
scriptures. There are no verifiable eyewitness accounts. 
At its core, the dogma reveals in Mary the destiny of all 
mortal flesh, and reinforces our belief in the 
resurrection of the body. This feast strengthens our 
faith. We find, in Mary, that realization of what we all 
hope for, what Paul today affirms: “In Christ shall all be 
brought to life” (1 Corinthians 15:22). 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 

 

August 15, 2021                                     The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary                                   

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday August 16 ~ Sunday August 22 

Monday: Jgs 2:11-19; Ps 106:34-37, 39-40, 43ab, 44;  
 Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday: Jgs 6:11-24a; Ps 85:9, 11-14; Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday: Jgs 9:6-15; Ps 21:2-7; Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday: Jgs 11:29-39a; Ps 40:5, 7-10; Mt 22:1-14 
Friday: Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Ps 146:5-10;  
 Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday: Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17; Ps 128:1b-5;  
 Mt 23:1-12 
Sunday: Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Ps 34:2-3, 16-21;  
 Eph 5:21-32 [2a, 25-32]; Jn 6:60-69 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday August 15 ~ Saturday August 21 
Sunday: The Assumption of the  
                          Blessed Virgin Mary 
Monday: Twentieth Week in Ordinary Time;  
 St. Stephen of Hungary 
Thursday: St. John Eudes 
Friday: St. Bernard 
Saturday: St. Pius X 

Saturday August 14 ~ Sunday August 22 
Saturday                   
            OLMC  4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Dr. Eric Runte     
    Mary McDonough  
   9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI  
    Charlotte Dunne   
    Lois McLain  
 11:00 am Jack McCoy  
  Jack & LaVon Woodcock 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Frank & Eunice Young  
Wednesday   8:00 am  No Intentions 
Thursday        8:00 am Lois McLain  
Friday              8:00 am  No Intentions 
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Clay Sweeney (Happy Birthday!) 
   9:00 am Liz Gutierrez   
 11:00 am Richard & Janet Cordes  
    Dr. Eric Runte    
    Maria Gamboa  (Happy Birthday!) 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

8-1-21 
Week 31 

August 
Totals  

To Date                  

8-8-21       
Week 32 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,566 $10,456 $4,890 

OLMC $973 $2,091 $1,118 

E-giving $1,567 $3,164 $1,597 

Total  $8,106 $15,711 $7,605 

LAST YEAR $7,576 $21,549 $13,973 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $532 $896 $364 

OLMC $55 $55 $0 

Total $587 $951 $364 

Parish Services: St. Pat’s $382; OLMC $0 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Prayer for Retired Priests and Vocations 
 

God, please give your Church today  
many more priests after Your own heart.   

May they be worthy representatives  
of Christ the Good Shepherd.   

 
May they wholeheartedly devote themselves  

to prayer and penance;  
be examples of humility and poverty;  

powerful preachers of the Word of God;  
zealous dispensers of grace in the sacraments.  

 
May their loving devotion to Your Son Jesus Christ 
in the Eucharist and to Mary His mother be the twin 
fountains of fruitfulness  for their ministry.  Amen. 

 
St. John Vianney 

“We must love them both—those whose 
opinions we share and those whose 
opinions we reject. For both have labored 
in the search for truth, and both have 
helped us in the finding of it.” 
                                      St. Thomas Aquinas 



 

 


