
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

 
“Men of Galilee, why are standing there looking at the sky? 

This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven  
will return in the same way.”      Acts 1:11 

The Ascension of the Lord 
May 16, 2021 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

At schools—such as Saint Louis University—the students 
and their networks of life fly away at the end of each 
year. Of course this goes double for the extended 
quarantine that all the world has been experiencing. 
Students, famously, have had to find ways to cope with 
lives apart from each other. The presider at a recent 
mass admitted with a beautiful poignancy how much he 
missed them. 
 
I can remember the same thing from my own pre–
pandemic college days. If I was late in travelling home, I 
experienced empty halls and rooms, and broad, 
undisturbed yards of grass. Yes, we were all glad to have 
the year done with, but at the same time, why were the 
buildings deserted, and where was the buzzing life of 
intermingling students? 
 
This might serve as a pointer to the kind of hollowness 
the disciples must have felt, and especially the women 
who had loved Jesus so much. Of course, the passion had 
been the worst part, as we said last week. What could 
ever fill that cavernous emptiness? And, what sort of 
lives were Jesus’ followers to find after the very center of 
their lives had been taken away? 
 
But, you say, there was the Resurrection.  
 
But we saw last week how confusing this was to the 
disciples. “I will not believe this unless I put my hands on 
him,” said doubting Thomas. And Jesus' new presence 
did not last so very long, did it? There was this event 
called the Ascension that emptied the school yards, so to 
speak, and halls all over again. It was joyous, yes, but 
why did he have to go away for good? 
 
One way to look at it is to say that Jesus had graduated 
from life into LIFE. Having tunneled through the narrow 
passageway of death—as you and I will do one day—he 
had given everything he was and everything he 
possessed to the Father out of sheer love. Instead of 
there being nothing left, there was now humanity 
transformed, a divine human person who had opened up 
all the way. He was marked with the totality of love and 
was on his way back to the dynamic, swirling, Trinitarian 
circle of love from which his humanity had issued in the 
first place. He lingered after the Resurrection only in 
order to tell us about it, to comfort us, to ease the loss.  
 
“Stay in Jerusalem until my Spirit comes to fill your 
heart,” Jesus said. They were to be filled “with all 

humility and gentleness, bearing with one another 
through love, striving to preserve the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace: one body and one Spirit.” 
 
The immense act of modest love that was the 
resurrection would be poured into us and it would be 
called the Holy Spirit. Jesus would continue to be alive 
within the world after all, but in a different form, in our 
bodies and those of our neighbors. Loss and absence 
were to be turned into real presence. 
 
In the Eucharistic Prayer and Communion, we take his 
body and blood into our body and blood. The Spirit helps 
us accept his whole life, death, and resurrection as they 
settle into us and into others around us. This real 
presence now abides forever in our midst, urging us, 
gently nudging us to say, yes.  
 
So, school is not out! 

Fr. John Foley, SJ 
Copyright © 2021, John Foley. All rights reserved.  

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for parish use.  

© Franciscan Media 

St. Cristóbal Magallanes  
and Companions  

     Saint of the Day for May 21 
Like the Blessed Miguel Agustín Pro, 
St. Cristóbal Magallanes (1869-1927)
and his 24 companion martyrs lived 
under an anti-Catholic government 
in Mexico that was determined to 
weaken the Catholic faith of its 
people. Churches, schools, and 

seminaries were closed; foreign clergy were expelled.  
His last words to his executioners were "I die innocent, 
and ask God that my blood may serve to unite my 
Mexican brethren." Every martyr realizes how to avoid 
execution, but refuses to pay the high price of doing so. 
To them, a clear conscience is more valuable than a long 
life. We may be tempted to compromise our faith while 
telling ourselves that we are simply being realistic, 
dealing with situations as we find them. Is survival really 
the ultimate value? Do our concrete, daily choices reflect 
our deepest values? Anyone can imagine situations in 
which being a follower of Jesus is easier than the present 
situation. Saints remind us that our daily choices, 
especially in adverse circumstances, form the pattern of 
our lives.  



 

 

Monday 5/17 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 

Tuesday 5/18 through Friday 5/21 ~   
 Daily Mass, 12:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall, Sonora 

Saturday 5/22 ~ First Holy Communion Mass 
                              10:00 am, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

Saturday 5/22 ~ Vigil Mass, Pentecost 
       3:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel , Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 5/23 ~ Pentecost Sunday  
       St. Patrick’s: Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am 
       First Holy Communion during the 11:00 am Mass 

May 16, 2021                                                                       The Ascension of the Lord 

For now, Reconciliation is available only by 
appointment.  Please call the Parish Office 
if you wish to schedule a confession time 
with Fr. Banka. 

As Catholics, we know that the Holy 
Eucharist is the source and summit of our 
faith: it is the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity 
of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. For 
children who are preparing to receive their 

First Holy Communion, this is a big deal. And for all of 
us, no matter how many times we have received Our 
Lord in the Holy Eucharist, it should always be a big deal. 

 
What makes it so special the first time  

is the same thing that makes it special every time! 
First Holy Communion Mass 

Saturday May 22, 10:00 am AND 
Sunday May 23, during the 11:00 am Mass 

               St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
 

              The Amazing Dove 
Next Sunday we will celebrate Pentecost, with all the 
beautiful symbolism of the Holy Spirit seen as a dove.  
Actually more than a symbol, because all four Gospels 
tell of the Holy Spirit descending onto our Lord in the 
bodily form of a dove at His baptism.  So we ask 
ourselves, why a dove?  Why not an eagle or a falcon?  
Why the small, unassuming, peaceful  and gentle dove? 
 
Well, God’s ways are not our ways, and we can’t always 
decipher the mind of God, but here are some interesting 
facts about the dove.  
 Doves mate for life.   
 Doves do not hurt or fight with other birds. 
 Female doves produce milk for their young, and this 

milk is higher in protein and fat than milk produced 
by most mammals.   

 Doves are able to adapt to different environments, 
and thrive in almost every region of the earth.   

 Doves have an amazing ability to find their way 
home, and because of this have been used by man 
as messengers for thousands of years.   

 
In scripture, Noah sent a dove to find out if the flood 
waters had receded.  When the dove returned with an 
olive branch, Noah knew the flood was over and peace 
had returned to the land.  
 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
In the peace of Christ, 
 
Fr. Banka 

Bishop’s Ministry Appeal 
We are so grateful to everyone who has contributed to 
the BMA this year.  As you can see below, we are still 
well short of our goal.  In addition, approximately 100 
families from our Parish have sent in their 
contribution, which is LESS THAN 20% of the total 
number of families in our Parish.  If every family in the 
Parish would give even a little, we could make our goal! 
 
Please, if you haven’t already done so, prayerfully 
consider what your family may be able to give this year.  
Then send in the envelope you received in the mail, or 

go online to stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma. 
God Bless you all! 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/first-communion-c21/?aid=5849&new=yes&engine=GFblog


 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Save the Date 
Christmas in June! Saturday, June 26  

Our long postponed Christmas Fair 
will be held on Saturday, 

June 26 in St. Patrick’s Parish Hall.   
No more donations please,  

our garage is full. 
Stay tuned for more details! 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

 

The Knights of Columbus will resume praying 
the Rosary before the 7:30 am and 11:00 am 
Mass on the 5th Sunday of the month, starting 
on Sunday, May 30. The Rosary will begin 15 
minutes before Mass starts.  

Looking for part-time employment? 
Great Job Opportunity - Administrative Assistant 

 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Sonora, is looking to hire 
a part time Administrative Assistant (20 hours per week).  
Computer skills are a must. If you enjoy working with 
people, have strong communication skills and 
organizational skills, and a true commitment to care for 
others’ needs, this could be a wonderful  opportunity for 
you to serve our Parish. To apply, please fax a letter of 
interest and resume to: 

Ron Ivey at 209.817.8879 
  OR 

Email ron@stpatssonora.org   
You could also bring your letter and resume to the  

parish office during the week.  

NEW Religious Study at OLMC 
What: Invitation to a Religious Study of   
             Divine Mercy (10 Lessons) 
Where: Zoom Meeting 
When: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays starting 
              May 26th , 5:00 – 6:30 PM 
DVD Speaker: Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC 

Fr. Gaitley weaves a tapestry of wonder and beauty 
from the message of St. Faustine, the apparitions of 
Our Lady of Fatima, the witness of St. Maximillian 
Kolbe, and the papacy of St. John Paul II. 
 
We will be watching a video presented by Father 
Michael Gaitley followed by a discussion of what we 
just saw and heard.  Then we will review the material in 
the study guide and discuss the questions that are 
presented to us.  An optional book is also available 
which we will be reading throughout the series and will 
lead to some of our group discussion. All St. Patrick’s 
Parishioners are encouraged to join us! 
 
Please sign up for this class as soon as possible so that 
your class outline and your Zoom meeting invitation 
can be emailed to you.  Let me know if you want me to 
order a book for you ($12). Email:  bellale@msn.com 

Updated Directives for Mass - Diocese of Stockton 
† Altar servers and other ministers may serve at the 

discretion of the pastor. Ministers must follow 
distancing guidelines for seating. 

 
† Ministers may process and exit as normal. The 

procession with the gifts may likewise take place. 
Those bringing up the gifts sanitize their hands 
beforehand, and the vessels containing the bread 
and wine are covered. 

 
† The collection may take place at the customary time 

during the Mass, but baskets/plates should not be 
passed between individuals. 

 
† The exchange of the sign of peace is omitted. 
 
† Communion from the chalice remains suspended. 
 
† Ministers are to use a face covering and sanitize 

hands for the distribution of Communion. A small 
table should be available near communion ministers, 
with room for a corporal and hand sanitizer, should 
they need to sanitize their hands during the 
distribution of Communion.  

mailto:ron@stpatssonora.org
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday May 17 ~ Sunday May 23 

Monday: Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab;  
 Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21;  
 Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-36ab;  
 Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;  
 Jn 17:20-26 
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12,  
 19-20ab;  
 Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5, 7;  
 Jn 21:20-25 
Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or  
 Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35,  
 27-30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39  
 Day: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34;  
 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Gal 5:16-25;  
 Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 15:26-27; 16:12-15 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday May 16 ~ Saturday May 22 
Sunday: The Ascension of the Lord;  
 World Communications Day;  
 Shavuot (Jewish observance) begins at  
 sundown 
Tuesday: St. John I 
Thursday: St. Bernardine of Siena;  
 Julian Calendar Ascension 
Friday: St. Cristóbal Magellanes and Companions 
Saturday: St. Rita of Cascia; Vigil of Pentecost 

Saturday May 15 ~ Sunday May 23 
Saturday                   
              OLMC 3:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday  7:30 am  No Intentions 
    9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI   
                        11:00 am Jan Opie  
  Maria De La Luz Ruis           
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  No Intentions 
Wednesday  12:00 pm Joan Holland  
Thursday       12:00 pm  No Intentions 
Friday             12:00 pm  Thomas & Rosalinda Moitoso  
Saturday  
           OLMC  3:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions 
   9:00 am Tete Arellano  
    Liz Gutierrez   
 11:00 am Jan Opie  
    Maria De La Luz Ruis   

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

5-2-21 
Week 18 

May Totals 
To Date                 

5-9-21    
Week 19 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $6,168 $11,284 $5,116 

OLMC $1,248 $2,017 $769 

E-giving $1,300 $2,410 $1,110 

Total  $8,716 $15,711 $6,995 

LAST YEAR $14,562 $21,557 $6,995 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $693 $876 $183 

OLMC $85 $85 $0 

Total $778 $961 $183 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

The new awning 
has been installed 

at St. Patrick’s 
Church! 

 
Please take a 

moment to admire 
this beautiful 

addition to our 
already beautiful 

church! 
 

St. Patrick’s 
Sonora, CA 



 

 


