
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 

Mission Church 
11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 

Big Oak Flat, CA 
 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
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Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
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Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 18, 2021 

When He saw the vast crowd, His heart was moved 

with pity for them, for they were like sheep without a 

shepherd; and He began to teach them many things. 
(Mark 6:34) 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

We are surrounded by many voices. There’s rarely a 
moment within our waking lives that someone or 
something isn’t calling out to us.  Even in our sleep, 
dreams and nightmares ask for our attention. And each 
voice has its own particular cadence and message. 
 
Some voices invite us in, promising us good things if we 
do this or that or buy a certain product or idea; others 
threaten us. Some voices beckon us towards hatred, 
bitterness, and anger, while others urge us towards love, 
graciousness, and forgiveness. Some voices tell us that 
they are playful and humorous, not to be taken seriously, 
even as others insist that they are urgent and weighty, 
the voice of non-negotiable truth. 
 
Within all of these, which is the voice of God? How do we 
recognize God’s voice among and within all of these 
voices? That’s not easy to answer. God, as the scriptures 
tell us, is the author of everything that’s good, whether it 
bears a religious label or not. Hence, God’s voice is inside 
of many things that are not explicitly connected to faith 
and religion, just as God’s voice is also not in everything 
that masquerades as religious. How do we discern that? 
 
Jesus leaves us a wonderful metaphor to work with. He 
tells us that He is the “Good Shepherd” and that His 
sheep will recognize His voice among all other voices. In 
sharing this metaphor, He is drawing upon a practice that 
was common among shepherds at the time. At night, for 
protection and companionship, shepherds would put 
their flocks together into a common enclosure. They 
would then separate the sheep in the morning by using 
their voices. Each shepherd had trained his sheep to be 
attuned to his voice and his voice only. The shepherd 
would walk away from the enclosure calling his sheep, 
often times by their individual names, and they would 
follow him. His sheep were so attuned to his voice that 
they would not follow the voice of another shepherd, 
even if that shepherd tried to trick them by imitating the 
voice of their own shepherd, and some less honorable 
shepherds often did this to try to steal someone else’s 
sheep! 
 
Among all the voices that surround and beckon us, how 
do we discern the unique cadence of God’s voice? Which 
one is the voice of the Good Shepherd? 
 
There’s no easy answer, and sometimes the best we can 
do is to trust our gut-feeling about right and wrong. But 
we have a number of principles that come to us from 

Jesus, from scripture, and from the deep wells of our 
Christian tradition that can help us. 
 
What follows is a series of principles to help us discern 
God’s voice among the multitude of voices that beckon 
us. What is the unique cadence of the voice of the Good 
Shepherd? 
 
• The voice of God is recognized both in whispers and in 
soft tones, even as it is recognized in thunder and in 
storm. 
• The voice of God is recognized wherever one sees life, 
joy, health, color, and humor, even as it is recognized 
wherever one sees dying, suffering, poverty, and a 
beaten-down spirit. 
• The voice of God is recognized in that which calls us to 
something higher, sets us apart, and invites us to 
holiness, even as it is recognized in that which calls us to 
humility, submergence into humanity, and in that which 
refuses to denigrate our humanity. 
• The voice of God is recognized in what appears in our 
lives as “foreign,” as other, as a “stranger,” even as it is 
recognized in the voice that beckons us home. 
• The voice of God is the one that most challenges and 
stretches us, even as it is the only voice that ultimately 
soothes and comforts us. 
• The voice of God enters our lives as the greatest of all 
powers, even as it forever lies in vulnerability, like a 
helpless baby in the straw. 
• The voice of God is always heard in a privileged way in 
the poor, even as it beckons us through the voice of the 
artist and the intellectual. 
• The voice of God always invites us to live beyond all 
fear, even as it inspires holy fear. 
• The voice of God is heard inside the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, even as it invites us never to deny the complexities 
of our world and our own lives. 
• The voice of God is always heard wherever there is 
genuine enjoyment and gratitude, even as it asks us to 
deny ourselves, die to ourselves, and freely relativize all 
the things of this world. 
 
The voice of God, it would seem, is forever found in 
paradox. 



 

 

Monday 7/19 ~  Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 7/20 ~  
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 7/21 ~ Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Thursday & Friday 7/22 & 7/23 ~ 
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 7/24 ~ Special Mass 9:00 am 
              For the Memorial of St. Joachim & St. Anne,        
                       parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
                    St. Anne’s Catholic Church ~ Columbia 
                         Bishop Myron J. Cotta, presiding 

Saturday 7/24 ~ Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm  
                      17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
                Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 7/25 ~ 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                          St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

July 18, 2021                                               The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Gestures During Mass 

 
Last week we discussed postures during Mass; this week 
we’ll look at the gestures traditionally used during Mass. 
 
The Sign of the Cross is the most common gesture we 
make, and it truly sets us apart from our Protestant 
brothers and sisters.  The easiest way to recognize a 
Catholic is if they make the sign of the cross when 
praying!  But since we do it so often, we should consider 
the words of Fr. Guardini: 
 
“When we cross ourselves, let it be with a real sign of the 
cross. Instead of a small, cramped gesture that gives no 
notion of its meaning, let us make a large, unhurried 
sign, from forehead to breast, from shoulder to shoulder, 
consciously feeling how it includes the whole of us, our 
thoughts, our attitudes, our body and soul, every part of 
us all at once, how it consecrates and sanctifies us.“  
(Romano Guardini, Sacred Signs, 1927)  
 
Bowing is a gesture of reverence.  We should bow to 
the Altar whenever we approach it or pass in front of it. 
We bow during the Profession of Faith at the words that 
commemorate the Incarnation. We should also bow 
before receiving the sacred host during Communion. 
“When receiving Holy Communion, the communicant 
bows his or her head before the Sacrament as a gesture 
of reverence… “ (USCCB GIRM 160) 
 
Next week we’ll discuss a few more 
liturgical gestures. 
In the peace of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Bishop’s Ministry Appeal Update 
We are so close!  We really need everyone who has 
pledged but has NOT sent in their contribution to do so 
as soon as possible!  If you haven’t pledged yet, it’s not 
too late! You can use the envelope you received in the 
mail, or go online to:  

stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma. 
 

God Bless you all! 

As of July 8 

Feast of 
St. Anne and St. Joachim 

We will celebrate with a Special Mass 
on Saturday, July 24th 

St. Anne’s Catholic Church  
Columbia, CA 

    Mass at 9:00 am 
Bishop Myron J. Cotta, presiding 

A reception and potluck brunch will follow at  
St. Patrick's Parish Hall in Sonora. 

For more information, please call the Parish Office 
at 209-532-7139. 



 

 

Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, Altar Servers, 
and Ushers: 

 
We have returned to a printed schedule for liturgical 
ministers, however THIS QUARTER we are using a 
greatly REDUCED number of ministers. This will change 
as even more Covid-19 restrictions are lifted.   If you 
did not receive a schedule for this quarter, please 
understand that we are proceeding cautiously into this 
new normal, and as things improve you will be on the 
schedule for next quarter.  It’s also possible you will be 
asked to sub at some point during this quarter. 

Thank you all for your ministry! 

Bulletin Deadline:  Content must be received no later 
than Monday morning in order to appear in that 
weekend’s Bulletin.  The Bulletin editor reserves the right 
to edit content for space and aesthetics. 

Email content to: sandra@stpatssonora.org 
Please be sure all pertinent details are included.   

Thank you! 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Kary Hubbard 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

 

A Poem to sit with. . .  
 

The Light 
You cannot change others,  

no. 
But you can see them 

with new eyes. 
 

Christ’s eyes 
 

Who sees all 
with respect 

and understanding 
J. Janda 

Copyright © 2000, J. Janda  

Foothill Pregnancy Center’s “Baby Bottle 
Boomerang” is a little different this year.  
Please fill up your baby bottle with your spare 
coins or bills and return it by August 26.   

All proceeds support  the ministry of  
the Foothill Pregnancy Center. 

Thank you for promoting the sanctity of human life! 

Teachers needed  
for Religious Ed! 

Classes start September 15 
 
He wants everyone to know about 
His love and forgiveness, and about 
His church and the sacraments.  
 

But, who will teach them? Who will lead them to His 
Most Sacred Heart? He needs your gifts, talents, skills, 
and special touch!             
 
We usually teach in partners, share the responsibilities, 
and bounce ideas off of each other. Most grade levels 
have openings, so if you love working with the younger 
ones, 3rd-5th graders, or middle school, we have a 
special place for you. Bring your love of God, your 
faithfulness to His sacraments, and your heart for His 
young people. He will qualify you!  
 
AND, if you can speak both English and Spanish, you get 
bonus points!!!         
 
For more info: Kathy Casas 770-5987  

Dear Parishioners:  If you or your ministry group has 
need of any of St. Patrick’s facilities - the Church, the 
Parish Office conference room, or the Parish Hall and 
classrooms - you must reserve the facility through the 
office, and the date and time must be included on the 
Parish calendar.  This will help us avoid conflicts, and 
ensure our facilities are available when needed. 

 Thank you! 



 

 

July 18, 2021                                               The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                               

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday July 19 ~ Sunday July 25 

Monday: Ex 14:5-18; Ex 15:1bc-6; Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday: Ex 14:21 — 15:1; Ex 15:8-10, 12, 17;  
 Mt 12:46-50 
Wednesday: Ex 16:1-5, 9-15; Ps 78:18-19, 23-28;  
 Mt 13:1-9 
Thursday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2-6, 8-9;  
 Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Friday: Ex 20:1-17; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 13:18-23 
Saturday: Ex 24:3-8; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15;  
 Mt 13:24-30 
Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44; Ps 145:10-11, 15-18;  
 Eph 4:1-6; Jn 6:1-15 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday July 18 ~ Saturday July 24 
Sunday: Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday: St. Apollinaris 
Wednesday: St. Lawrence of Brindisi 
Thursday: St. Mary Magdalene 
Friday: St. Bridget 
Saturday: St. Sharbel Makhlūf 

Saturday July 17 ~ Sunday July 25 
Saturday                   
              OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Mary Ann Sanders     
  9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI  
    Mary Bond    
    Savannah Roe (Birthday)  
 11:00 am Jack McCoy  
  Jack & LaVon Woodcock  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am  No Intentions 
Wednesday   8:00 am Communion Service 
Thursday        8:00 am Gregg Jacob  
  Liz Gutierrez  
Friday              8:00 am Ruben Torres  
  Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso  
Saturday   
           OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Onofrio Fred Vacovonne     
    Jeanne Kiely  
 9:00 am Richard & Janet Cordes  
    Rose Merel   
 11:00 am Daniel Vanzzini  

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

7-4-21 
Week 27 

July Totals 
to date                  

7-11-21 
Week 28 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,572 $10,981 $5,409 

OLMC $2,306 $3,153 $847 

E-giving $1,895 $3,500 $1,605 

Total  $9,773 $17,634 $7,861 

LAST YEAR $8,594 $15,187 $6,593 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $688 $843 $155 

OLMC $85 $170 $85 

Total $773 $1,013 $240 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Mass at Pinecrest  
Our brothers and sisters at All Saints 
Catholic Church in Twain Harte 
would like us to know that they will 
be celebrating an outdoor Mass at 

Pinecrest at 11:30 am on Sundays, from now until Labor 
Day. If you are out on the lake this summer on Sunday, 
please stop by the Pinecrest Amphitheater for Mass! 
 

IDEA: Here’s a simple way to make a  
donation to St. Patrick’s Parish that could 
also have tax advantages. If you are 
needing to make Required Minimum 
Distributions from your traditional IRA, talk 

to your tax advisor about the advantages of making a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) as part of your 
retirement financial strategy.  

Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to 
make our Meet & Greet Ministry Day a success!  
Everyone learned a little more about the rich 
and diverse ministries St. Patrick’s has to offer. 

Mary of Magdala went and  
announced to the disciples,  

“I have seen the Lord!”  (John 20:18) 
 

St. Mary Magdalene ~ Feast Day July 22 



 

 


