
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

 
Jesus said, “No one has greater love than this, 

to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”       
John 15:13 

Sixth Sunday of Easter  
May 9, 2021 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

May 13, 1917 ~ 1st Apparition of Fátima 
“Where are you from?” Lúcia Dos Santos, visionary 

“I am from heaven.” Our Lady 
“What do you want of me?” Lúcia 

 
As we begin our journey through this month of May, let 
us do so by asking the question that Lúcia directed to 
the Lady who came from Heaven; the same Lady who 
would continue to appear to her and her two cousins, 
Jacinta and Francisco, from May to October of 1917.  
 
Traditionally, May is known as the month of Mary. 
Offering prayers and bouquets of flowers, special 
devotions, the Rosary, May Crownings, and calling to 
mind the Apparitions of Fátima, can help us to 
prayerfully acknowledge this special Marian month.  
 
It is fundamental: we must accept the childlike attitude 
of Lúcia and ask Our Lady, who comes in the name of 
God, “What do you want of me?” It is in our openness 
to, and the receiving of, the good news from heaven 
that is key to our relationship with God as we seek to do 
His will in our everyday lives; His will, not ours. In the 
midst of this, it is interesting to reflect upon the words 
of Lúcia’s question. Her words are similar to the 
questioning words of the Blessed Virgin at the 
Annunciation. Mary, too, pondered the words of a 
messenger, but all the while, she sought only to do 
what was pleasing to God - His will.  
 

To know His will in our lives, 
we must be people of prayer. 
Let us allow this month of 
May to be a time, especially 
for families, to focus on 
prayer. A fitting means of 
prayer for the month of Mary 
is the Rosary. Praying the 
Rosary within the domestic 
church, the home, can have a 
powerful impact upon, not 
only the family, but the whole 
world.  
 
So then: “What do you want 
of me?” - as a child, youth, 
spouse, parent, as clergy and 
religious? Our Lady wants us 
to rid ourselves of all that 

gets in the way of our relationship with Jesus, her Son. 
She wants us to leave sin behind so as to follow Him. 
Our Lady wants our life to be guided by the teachings, 
the gospel, of her Son. She wants a life of holiness for 
us. She wants our destiny to be heaven.  
 
This May, let us become more attentive to prayer and 
experience its power to transform our lives. During this 
Easter season, as we await the great day of Pentecost, 
may the Risen One come to heal our world wounded by 
division. He alone can transform hardened hearts and 
bring about peace and unity.  
 
So, as we begin the month of May, let us commit the 
beginning of each day with the question: “What do you 
want of me?” May these simple words be seen as a 
prayer to help center us and to set things into motion in 
order to do God’s will in all things.  
 
Our Lady of Peace, pray for us. 
Our Lady Queen of Heaven, pray for us. 
Our Lady of Fátima, pray for us. 
 
In the Peace of Christ, 
Bishop Myron J. Cotta 

A Poem to sit with. . .  
 

Do not be afraid 
I have shown you how to live 
I have shown you how to pray 
I have shown you how to care 
for your brothers and sisters 

 
Why do you worry? 

Didn’t I tell you time and time again 
you have a Father who cares for you 

who understands you 
He knows all about you 

He even has the hairs of your head  
numbered and counted 

 
J. Janda 

Copyright © 2000, J. Janda  

J. Janda’s poems have appeared in newspapers, magazines, 
anthologies, and literary publications, as well as in books of 
his own poetry.  (St. Louis University Sunday Website) 



 

 

Monday 5/10 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 

Tuesday 5/11 through Friday 5/14 ~   
 Daily Mass, 12:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall, Sonora 

Saturday 5/15 ~ Vigil Mass, The Ascension of the Lord 
       3:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel , Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 5/16 ~ The Ascension of the Lord  
       St. Patrick’s: Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am 

May 9, 2021                                                                               Sixth Sunday of Easter 

INTO YOUR HANDS, O LORD,      

we commend the soul of  

Jerry Tannhauser 
   A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated 

at 11:00 am on Saturday, May 15  

at St. Anne’s in Columbia.  

May perpetual light shine upon him. 
 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
A new weekly series in the Bulletin!   

 
The Ascension was only the beginning! 

Next Sunday we will celebrate the Ascension of the Lord.  
This event is recorded in scripture, and is part of our 
Profession of Faith, “He ascended into heaven, and sits 
at the right hand of the Father.”  
 
I can imagine being part of the group who stood and 
watched our Lord and Savior ascend into the sky.  I’m 
sure they felt intense awe and wonder at the sight, but 
sadness too. It wasn’t that long ago that they thought 
Jesus was dead, then gloriously resurrected, and now He 
was leaving them again! Was this the end of the story? 
 
And now, 2000 years later, we know it wasn’t! Here are 
the words spoken by Jesus to the disciples just before 
His Ascension: “You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:6-8)  
 
To men living in Jerusalem in 33 A.D., Sonora, California 
would seem like the end of the earth indeed!  Yet here 
we are, so many years later, so many miles away, and 
we are the coheirs of this great mission, to be His 
witnesses to all we meet. 
 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
God bless, 
Fr. Banka 

Bishop’s Ministry Appeal 
We are so grateful to everyone who has contributed to 
the BMA this year.  As you can see below, we are still 
well short of our goal.  In addition, approximately 100 
families from our Parish have sent in their 
contribution, which is LESS THAN 20% of the total 
number of families in our Parish.  If every family in the 
Parish would give even a little, we could make our goal! 
 
Please, if you haven’t already done so, prayerfully 
consider what your family may be able to give this year.  
Then send in the envelope you received in the mail, or 

go online to stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma. 
God Bless you all! 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Save the Date 

Saturday 6/26 ~  Christmas in June 
Our long postponed Christmas Fair will 

be held this summer on Saturday, 
June 26 in St. Patrick’s Parish Hall.   

Stay tuned for more details! 

As Catholics, we know that the Holy Eucharist is the 
source and summit of our faith: it is the Body, Blood, 
Soul, and Divinity of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
For children who are preparing to receive their First Holy 
Communion, this is a big deal. And for all of us, no 
matter how many times we have received Our Lord in 
the Holy Eucharist, it should always be a big deal. 

 
What makes it so special the first time  

is the same thing that makes it special every time! 
First Holy Communion Mass 
Saturday May 22, 11:00 am 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Richard Bezerra 
May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful 

departed, rest in peace. 

It is so wonderful to see how many 
of you have returned to Mass!  
Please note that the 11:00 am 
Sunday Mass is always very full, and 
once we’ve reached our maximum 
capacity inside the Hall, we have to 
ask any additional attendees to sit 
outside and listen to the Mass on an 
outdoor speaker.  If you do not wish to do this, please 
be advised we have plenty of indoor seating at our 7:30 
and 9:00 am Masses.    

At One with the Spirit 
Spiritual Growth Ministry  

Bake Sale/Fundraiser  
Just in time for Mother’s Day! 

 
Don’t forget to pick up your pre-ordered quiches and 

brownies after all Sunday Masses on May 9. 
 

For more information, please email 
atonewiththespirit@gmail.com  

or call Cynthia Dragun at 805-490-6147. 
All proceeds go to our Spiritual Development Center. 

Updated Directives for Mass - Diocese of Stockton 
 
† Altar servers and other ministers may serve at the 

discretion of the pastor. Ministers must follow 
distancing guidelines for seating. 

 
† Ministers may process and exit as normal. The 

procession with the gifts may likewise take place. 
Those bringing up the gifts sanitize their hands 
beforehand, and the vessels containing the bread 
and wine are covered. 

 
† The collection may take place at the customary time 

during the Mass, but baskets/plates should not be 
passed between individuals. 

 
† The exchange of the sign of peace is omitted. 
 
† Communion from the chalice remains suspended. 
 
† Ministers are to use a face covering and sanitize 

hands for the distribution of Communion. A small 
table should be available near communion ministers, 
with room for a corporal and hand sanitizer, should 
they need to sanitize their hands during the 
distribution of Communion.  

https://www.catholiccompany.com/first-communion-c21/?aid=5849&new=yes&engine=GFblog
https://www.catholiccompany.com/first-communion-c21/?aid=5849&new=yes&engine=GFblog


 

 

May 9, 2021                                                                              Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                    

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday May 10 ~ Sunday May 16 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;  
 Jn 15:26 — 16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14;  
 Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17-23 or  
 Eph 4:1-13 [1-7, 11-13]; Mk 16:15-20 (for  
 Ascension); otherwise Acts 18:1-8;  
 Ps 98:1-4; Jn 16:16-20 
Friday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-8; Jn 15:9-17 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10;  
 Jn 16:23b-28 
Sunday: Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26; Ps 103:1-2,  
 11-12, 19-20; 1 Jn 4:11-16; Jn 17:11b-19; 
 or for Ascension, Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-
 9; Eph 1:17- 23 or Eph 4:1-13 [1-7, 11-13];  
 Mk 16:15-20 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday May 9 ~ Saturday May 15 
Sunday: Sixth Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day 
Monday: St. Damien de Veuster; St. John De Avila 
Wednesday: Ss. Nereus and Achilleus; St. Pancras;  
Thursday: The Ascension of the Lord  
 (unless transferred to Sunday);  
 otherwise Our Lady of Fatima 
Friday: St. Matthias 
Saturday: St. Isidore; Armed Forces Day 

Saturday May 8 ~ Sunday May 16 
Saturday                   
              OLMC 3:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday  7:30 am Linda Rodriguez 
    9:00 am Joan Holland   
    Grace Yacovone  
                        11:00 am Gina Minners (Happy Birthday!) 
  Jack & LaVon Woodcock           
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm Sheila Spatz  
Wednesday  12:00 pm Edith McCullough  
  Alicia and Sofia Diaz 
Thursday       12:00 pm Salvador Villafana Jr.  
   (Happy Birthday!) 
  Abby Ulibarri (Happy Birthday!) 
Friday            12:00 pm   No Intentions 
Saturday  
           OLMC  3:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions 
   9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI  
    11:00 am Jan Opie  
    Maria De La Luz Ruis   
   

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

5-2-21 
Week 18 

May Totals 
To Date                 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $6,168 $6,168 

OLMC $1,248 $1,248 

E-giving $1,300 $1,300 

Total  $8,716 $8,716 

LAST YEAR $14,562 $14,562 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $693 $693 

OLMC $85 $85 

Total $778 $778 

Parish Services:  
St. Pat’s $392; OLMC $132  

Thank you for your continued and 
generous offerings! 

Job Opportunity - Administrative Assistant 
 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Sonora, is looking to hire a part time 
Administrative Assistant (20 hours per week).  Computer skills are a 
must. If you enjoy working with people, have strong communication 
skills and organizational skills, and a true commitment to care for 
others’ needs, this could be a wonderful  opportunity for you to serve 
our Parish. To apply, please fax a letter of interest and resume to: 

Ron Ivey at 209.817.8879 
  OR 

Email ron@stpatssonora.org   
You could also drop it off in the parish office during the week.  

mailto:ron@stpatssonora.org


 

 


