
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 4, 2021 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Shortly after his conversion, St. Augustine penned these 
immortal words: “Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever 
ancient, ever new, late have I loved you! You were 
within me, but I was outside, and it was there that I 
searched for you. In my unloveliness I plunged into the 
lovely things that you created. You were with me, but I 
was not with you.” (Confessions 10:27) Augustine, 
sincere but restless, had been searching for love and 
God. Eventually he found them in the most unexpected 
of all places, inside of himself. God and love had been 
inside of him all along, but he hadn't been inside of 
himself. There's a lesson here: we don't pray to make 
God present to us. God is already present, always 
present everywhere. We pray to make ourselves present 
to God.  
 
Sadly, this is also true for our presence to the richness of 
our own lives. Too often we are not present to the 
beauty, love, and grace that brims within the ordinary 
moments of our lives. Bounty is there, but we aren't. 
Because of restlessness, tiredness, distraction, anger, 
obsession, wound, haste, whatever, too often we are not 
enough inside of our ourselves to appreciate what the 
moments of our own lives hold. We think of our lives as 
impoverished, dull, small-time, not worth putting our full 
hearts into, but, as with prayer, the fault of non-
presence is on our side. Our lives come laden with 
richness, but we aren't sufficiently present to what is 
there. A curious statement; unfortunately true. 
 
The poet Rainer Maria Rilke, at the height of his fame, 
was once contacted by a young man from a small, 
provincial town. The young man expressed his 
admiration for Rilke's poetry and told him that he envied 
him, envied his life in a big city, and envied a life so full 
of insight and richness. He went on to describe how his 
own life was uninteresting, provincial, small-town, too 
dull to inspire insight and poetry. Rilke’s answer was not 
sympathetic. He told the young man something to this 
effect: 

If your life seems poor to you, then tell yourself 
that you are not poet enough to see and call 
forth its riches. There are no uninteresting 
places, no lives that aren't full of the stuff for 
poetry. What makes for a rich life is not so much 
what is contained within each moment, since all 
moments contain what's timeless, but sensitive 
insight and presence to that moment.  
(Rilke, Letter #1) 

 

Augustine was lucky, the clock never ran out on him. He 
realized this before it was too late: “Late have I loved 
you!” Sometimes we aren't as lucky, our health and our 
lives must be radically threatened or taken from us 
before we realize how rich these in fact already are, if 
only we made ourselves more present to them. If 
everything were taken away from us and then given 
back, our perspective would change drastically. Victor 
Frankl, the author of Man’s Search for Meaning, like 
Augustine, also was lucky. He had been clinically dead for 
a few minutes and then revived by doctors. When he 
returned to his ordinary life after this, everything 
suddenly became very rich: 

One very important aspect of post-mortem life is 
that everything gets precious, gets piercingly 
important. You get stabbed by things, by flowers 
and by babies and by beautiful things—just the 
very act of living, of walking and breathing and 
eating and having friends and chatting. 
Everything seems to look more beautiful rather 
than less, and one gets the much-intensified 
sense of miracles. 

 
The secret to prayer is not to try to make God present, 
but to make ourselves present to God. The secret to 
finding beauty and love in life is basically the same. Like 
God, they are already present. The trick is to make 
ourselves present to them. Rarely are we enough inside 
of our own skins, present enough to the moment, and 
sensitive enough to the richness that is already present 
in our lives. Our experience comes brimming with riches, 
but too often we are not enough inside of it. Like the 
young Augustine, we are away from ourselves, strangers 
to our own experience, seeking outside of ourselves 
something that is already inside of us. The trick is to 
come home. 
 
God and the moment don't have to be searched out and 
found. They're already here. We need to be here. 
 
Karl Rahner was once asked whether he believed in 
miracles. His answer: “I don't believe in them, I rely on 
them to get through each day!” Indeed, miracles are 
always present within our lives. Are we? 



 

 

Monday 7/5 ~  Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
                            Parish Office closed 

Tuesday 7/6 through Friday 7/9 ~  
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 7/10 ~ Vigil Mass,  15th Sun Ordinary Time 
          4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 7/11 ~ 15th Sunday Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                    St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
Ministry Day - St. Patrick’s Parish Hall, after all Masses 

July 4, 2021                                          The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
 

Independence Day 
 
As we celebrate the American Independence Day, we 
can’t help but think about the colonists who started this 
country.  We know about the pilgrims landing on 
Plymouth Rock, towns and farms built by hand, the 
unfair taxation, and finally the revolutionary war that 
gave us our Independence from the English monarchy.  
But what was life like for Catholics during this time? 
 
Only one of the 13 colonies had a significant number of 
Catholics living there, and that was the colony of 
Maryland.  Even so, most historians agree there were 
only 25,000 Catholics living here in 1776, out of a total 
colonial population of 4,500,000. Catholics were 
unwelcome and even excluded from most of the other 
colonies, and Mass was not allowed to be celebrated in 
public.  However, the ideal of religious tolerance and 
freedom would not be suppressed in this new nation.    
 
Many Catholics fought in the war, and after victory was 
won, they served in the newly formed state and federal 
governments. Charles Carroll, who signed the 
Declaration of Independence, his cousin Daniel who was 
a member of  Congress, and John Barry who helped form 
the United States Navy, were all prominent Catholics.  
That, and the strong French Catholic presence in the 
New World, helped pave the way to alliances and 
mutual respect between Catholics and Protestants. We 
are so blessed to live in “one nation, 
under God.” 
 
Alleluia! 
Fr. Banka 

Bishop’s Ministry Appeal Update 
We’re getting closer, but we are still short of our goal!     
IMPORTANT: If you have made your pledge but haven’t 
yet sent in your contribution, please do so as soon as 
possible. You can use the envelope you received in the 
mail, or go online to:  

stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma. 
God Bless you all! 

Starting this  
Sunday July 4,  
ALL Masses at  

St. Patrick’s will be 
held inside  
the Church! 

 
We appreciate 
your strength 
and patience, 

and thank God to be 
back in our church 

at last.  

As of July 1 

Happy 4th of July! 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Kary Hubbard 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

 

 Shepherd’s Field Olivewood Handicrafts 

A group from the Holy Land (Bethlehem 
& Jerusalem) will be selling religious 
articles after Masses on July 3 (OLMC) 
and July 4 (St. Patrick’s) to support the 
Catholic Christian minorities in 

Bethlehem. As a tradition, many of the Catholic families 
in the Holy Land work in small workshops to produce 
religious articles from olive wood. These articles 
represent the Christian art of the Holy Land. In the past, 
they used to sell their artwork to visiting pilgrims. 
However, these days they are facing an economic 
hardship as there were no tourists who could visit the 
Holy Land due to pandemic. Many of the Catholic 
families left the Holy Land. The percentage of Christians 
in the Holy Land has dropped from 20% to less than 
1%. Therefore, if this hardship continues as it is now, 
there will be no Catholics in Bethlehem or Jerusalem. 
The struggle to preserve the Catholic identity of the 
birthplace of our savior, Jesus Christ, is a serious 
concern for Catholics around the world.  Sales will be 
used to help and support the Catholics in the Holy Land 
and to encourage them not to emigrate.   

Ministry Day at St. Patrick’s! 

Sunday, July 11 
 
 
 
 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall ~ After all Sunday Masses 
 

 Learn about the rich and vibrant variety of 
Ministries at our Parish 

 
 Find new opportunities to use your particular gifts 

and talents to serve our Parish 
 
 Ministry Leaders - please contact Nancy Roe in the 

Parish Office for more information: 209-532-7139 
        Set-up on Friday, July 9. 
 
 The following Ministries will be represented: 

Art & Environment 
At One with the Spirit 
Caring for the Whole Person 
Catholic Men’s Fellowship of Sonora 
Religious Education 
Eucharistic Apostles of Divine Mercy 
Fruits of the Holy Spirit Center 
Hispanic Community Ministries 
Knights of Columbus 
Matthew 25 
Liturgical Ministers/Baptisms 
Ministry to the Sick and Homebound 
Music Ministry 
Pastoral Council 
RCIA 
Respect Life 
Welcoming Team 
Young Ladies Institute YLI 
 

Please join us in the Parish Hall on Sunday, and find 
the Ministry that YOU are being called to! 

St. Patrick’s Parish would 
like to extend a big  
“Thank you!” to everyone 
who worked so hard to 
make our “Christmas in 
June” Fair a success!  Your 

efforts are much appreciated, and it was wonderful to 
finally be able to have our Christmas Fair! 

“That which God commands seems 
difficult and a burden. The way is 
rough; you draw back; you have no 
desire to follow it.  Yet DO SO – and 
you will attain glory.”  

St. Anthony Zaccaria (1502-1539)  
Feast Day July 5 



 

 

July 4, 2021                                          The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                    

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday July 5 ~ Sunday July 11 

Monday: Gn 28:10-22a; Ps 91:1-4, 14-15ab;  
 Mt 9:18-26 
Tuesday: Gn 32:23-33; Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b, 15;  
 Mt 9:32-38 
Wednesday: Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a;  
 Ps 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19; Mt 10:1-7 
Thursday: Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5; Ps 105:16-21;  
 Mt 10:7-15 
Friday: Gn 46:1-7, 28-30; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28,  
 39-40; Mt 10:16-23 
Saturday: Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a; Ps 105:1-4, 6-7;  
 Mt 10:24-33 
Sunday: Am 7:12-15; Ps 85:9-14;  
 Eph 1:3-14 [1:3-10]; Mk 6:7-13 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday July 4 ~ Saturday July 10 
Sunday: Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Independence Day 
Monday: St. Anthony Zaccaria;  
 St. Elizabeth of Portugal 
Tuesday: St. Maria Goretti 
Friday: St. Augustine Zhao Rong and Companions 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Saturday July 3 ~ Sunday July 11 
Saturday                   
              OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday  7:30 am Roberto Rocha Fernandez  
  John & Juddy Kendall 
   (Happy Anniversary!) 
  9:00 am Tete Arellano  
    Edward Peller  
    Elena Clark (Happy Birthday!)
 11:00 am Raul Gamboa    
  Guadalupe Diaz   
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Grace Rodrigues  
Wednesday   8:00 am Grace Rodrigues  
  Yvonne Maisog  
Thursday        8:00 am Betty Mercado  
  Janet Kendall  
Friday              8:00 am Hank Rivera  
Saturday   
           OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Vern Fleck  
    Ambrea Penny     
  9:00 am Edward Peller  
    Cindy Rochelle (Healing)  
 11:00 am Alicia and Sofia Diaz 
    Kraig Clifton (Healing)  

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

6-6-21 
Week 23 

June Totals                  6-13-21 
Week 24 

6-20-21   
Week 25 

6-27-21    
Week 26 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $7,504 $22,210 $6,019 $3,918 $4,769 

OLMC $933 $5,026 $1,845 $1,092 $1,156 

E-giving $2,355 $4,075 $640 $345 $735 

Total  $10,792 $31,311 $8,504 $5,355 $6,660 

LAST YEAR $7,358 $28,669 $9,719 $7,247 $4,345 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $407 $795 $215 $100 $73 

OLMC $120 $190 $70 $0 $0 

Total $527 $985 $285 $100 $73 

Second Collection Peter’s Pence:  St. Pat’s $776; OLMC $111 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 



 

 


