
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

 
“Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day and that repentance, for the forgiveness of 
sins, would be preached in His name to all the nations.”       

Luke 24:46-47 

Third Sunday of Easter  
April 18, 2021 



 

 

We pray for the grace of youthful joy. This grace for which we long does not return us to the innocence of our youth, 
but the sense of our being re-embraced. It is the season of Baptism and we pray with the infants and the adults who 
are “claimed by Christ” as His own. Easter lingers in our church assemblies, and the readings and prayers keep insisting 
that we allow the grace of joy to return and flow in and around us. Our memories can also insist that we have walked 
away and forgotten and forsaken our own baptismal joy. We can pray that we remember as well, at these times, the 
life, death and resurrection of the most Innocent, all to re-immerse us by his ever-flowing love. 
 
In a reflection group here on campus today it was generally agreed that all relationships need mystery to survive. Jesus 
extended a deep relationship to His disciples by surprising them with the mystery of His bodily resurrection, but did 
not explain how it happened. They had, and we have, doubts and questions. He continues calling us to take the leap 
into faith and drown in the total mystery of His eternal embrace of our humanity and ourselves, beginning from 
Jerusalem and ending wherever we stand. We, like the disciples, want to sit at the side of the pool and question and 
ponder. But Jesus has risen to invite us all to take the plunge and experience what drowning is all about. 

 
Shout joyfully to God, all the earth! 

                                   (Ps 66:2) 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
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See You in Church! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
As we enter the glorious season of Easter, let us re-engage and reconnect with the faith community which is our 
parishes. This is the perfect season to allow oneself to be renewed by the Easter Sacraments, especially that of the 
Holy Eucharist.  
 
Let us allow the light of the Risen Christ to transform our lives that have been hindered by the darkness and 
uncertainty of the pandemic. If one is not compromised by health concerns, this is the perfect time to rise above the 
virtual complacency which has crept into our homes and has left some families unfulfilled. Instead of praying and 
participating in the Mass, it has led to watching Mass, which has tempted some Catholics to simply walk away from 
viewing the screen.  
 
During the pandemic, we have been informed over and over again of what is, or is not, essential. No matter what has 
been said, that which the Church has to offer is essential! It is life giving! That which the Church offers has the capacity 
to encourage, heal and console as it offers hope to those who have been stretched to the limits by lockdowns, 
restrictions and fear. The Eucharistic Liturgy, the Mass, and the grace of the sacraments of Penance and the Anointing 
of the Sick are essential for the overall spiritual, psychological, emotional and physical well-being of the person.  
 
As we are beginning to see a turning point in regard to the impact of the virus, it is now time for us 
to regroup, to step forward within this Easter season and allow ourselves to be renewed in spirit 
as we gather and encounter each other as the community of believers. And in the center of it all is 
our encounter with the Risen Jesus, the Essential One!  
 
So, my friends - be it inside or outside - see you at church! 
Happy Easter! “Let us rejoice and be glad! He is risen. He is truly risen!”  
In the peace of Christ, 
Bishop Myron J. Cotta 



 

 

Monday 4/19 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 

Tuesday 4/20 through Friday 4/23 ~   
 Daily Mass, 12:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall, Sonora 

Saturday 4/24 ~ Confirmation Mass 
                     10:00 am, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall, Sonora 

Saturday 4/24 ~ Vigil Mass for 4th Sunday of Easter 
       3:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel , Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 4/25 ~ 4th Sunday of Easter  
       St. Patrick’s: Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am 

April 18, 2021                                                                              Third Sunday of Easter 
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Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
A new weekly series in the Bulletin!   

 
The Good Shepherd 

 
From the Book of Genesis to Revelations, Shepherds are 
mentioned multiple times in the Bible.  Even those who 
rarely attend church are familiar with the 23rd Psalm, 
“The Lord is my Shepherd.” The metaphor of a shepherd 
caring for this flock is beautifully applied to Christ, and 
to us earthly caretakers such as Bishops and Priests. 
Bishops carry a staff, called a crozier, which by design is 
modeled after the “Shepherd’s Crook,” or walking staff. 
The English word “pastor” comes directly from the Latin 
word, which has even the same spelling, “pastor” which 
means shepherd.   
 
In today’s culture, calling someone a “sheep” is often a 
criticism - meaning that the person is easily deceived, 
naïve, and weakly follows along to wherever they are 
led. I suppose it depends on who or what you are 
following!  Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and He said to 
Peter, “Feed My sheep,” not once, but three times.  How 
blessed we are to be a part of 
Christ’s flock. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
God bless, 
Fr. Banka 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Edith McCullough 
May Perpetual Light Shine Upon Her 

 
A Funeral Mass will be celebrated on 

Wednesday, April 21 at 10:00 am  
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall. 

Important Dates for Religious Ed 
 
Confirmation Mass 
Saturday April 24, 10:00 am 
 
First Holy Communion 
Saturday May 22, 11:00 am 

Second Collection April 24-25 
Catholic Home Missions Appeal 

 
Throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Catholic Home 
Missions Appeal supported 
ministry in U.S. dioceses and 
parishes that, even in the best 
of times, are challenged to 
sustain worship and outreach 

activities without financial help. These “home mission” 
dioceses rely on annual funding from this collection to 
help provide basic pastoral services. 
 
Currently, 87 dioceses and eparchies in the U.S. and its 
territories receive support through the Catholic Home 
Missions Appeal. Due to poverty and a small, often 
scattered Catholic population, they cannot sustain 
ministries such as evangelization, religious education, 
seminary formation, or ministry to ethnic communities 
on their own.  

Please join us as we celebrate  
Fr. Banka’s 16th Ordination Anniversary!   

Sunday, April 25 
 

Immediately following the 11:00 am Mass, we will have 
cake and ice cream outside the Parish Hall.  We are so 
thankful to have Fr. Banka as our Good Shepherd, and 
we wish him all of God’s blessings! 

 
“The LORD has sworn and will not waver: 

“You are a priest forever . . .” 
(Ps 110:4a) 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

 

We are Easter People, and 

Alleluia is our song!   
St. Augustine 

 

At One with the Spirit 
Spiritual Growth Ministry  

 
Bake Sale/Fundraiser ~ Just in time for Mother’s Day! 

 
Brownies ~ $10 per tray 

Quiche ~ $15 each  
Your choice of savory meat or  

delicious veggie Quiche. 
 

Must be purchased in advance!  
 

Tickets will be sold after all Masses on 
Sunday, or in the Parish Office during 
the week. Quiches and brownies may 
be picked up after all Sunday Masses 

on Mother's Day, May 9. 
 

For more information, please email 
atonewiththespirit@gmail.com  

or call Cynthia Dragun at 805-490-6147. 
 

All proceeds go to our Spiritual Development Center. 

St. Patrick’s Parish is pleased to announce that our 
parishioner and member of our Parish Council, 
Christina Welch, has been appointed by the Tuolumne 
County Board of Supervisors to represent the Faith-
Based sector of our community on the new Tuolumne 
County Homeless Advisory Committee. The objective of 
this Committee is to address emergency needs in 
homeless communities and collaborate with public and 
private partnerships to combat homelessness.  We 
know Tina will be a strong and dedicated advocate for 
the homeless in our community, and pray for God to 
bless her efforts.   

Congratulations, Tina! 

Easter Sunday at St. Patrick’s 
We remember how isolated and solitary 
our Easter Sunday was last year, and are 
so grateful to God that this year we 
were able to gather together, safely of 
course, as a community of faith in the 
Risen Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 



 

 

April 18, 2021                                                                              Third Sunday of Easter                                                    

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday April 19 ~ Sunday April 25 

Monday: Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30;  
 Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51 — 8:1a; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 7b, 8a,  
 17, 21ab; Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 4-7a; Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20;  
 Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-17; Jn 6:60-69 
Sunday: Acts 4:8-12; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 
 29; 1 Jn 3:1-2; Jn 10:11-18 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday April 18 ~ Saturday April 24 
Sunday: Third Sunday of Easter  
Wednesday: St. Anselm  
Thursday: Earth Day 
Friday: St. George; St. Adalbert 
Saturday: St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen 

Saturday April 17 ~ Sunday April 25 
Saturday                   
              OLMC 3:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday  7:30 am Edith McCullough  
    9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI   
    Jerry Tannahuser   
                        11:00 am Jan Opie           
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm Ed Dunne  
  Leonard Rogers (Health) 
Wednesday  12:00 pm Cissy Ballesta  
Thursday       12:00 pm Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso     
  Lizbeth Gutierrez  
Friday            12:00 pm  No Intentions 
Saturday  
           OLMC  3:00 pm Joseph Coleman  
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions 
   9:00 am Jerry Tannhauser   
 11:00 am Shirley Beerman  

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

4-4-21  
Week 14 

April Totals 
to Date                

4-11-21  
Week 15 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $16,004* $22,553 $6,549 

OLMC $2,176 $3,215 $1,039 

E-giving $3,660 $5,000 $1,340 

Total  $21,840 $30,768 $8,928 

LAST YEAR $8,399 $21,466 $13,067 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $561 $651 $90 

OLMC $155 $155 $0 

Total $716 $806 $90 

Additional Holy Thursday: St. Pat’s $300 
Additional Easter: St. Pat’s $1,650 (added to last week*) 

Parish Services:  St. Pat’s $468; OLMC $55 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Job Opportunity - Administrative Assistant 
 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Sonora, is looking to hire a 
part time Administrative Assistant (20 hours per week).  
Computer skills are a must.  Spanish speaking (bilingual) 
is a plus. If you enjoy working with people, have strong 
communication and organizational skills, and a true 
commitment to care for others’ needs, this could be a 
great opportunity for you to serve our Parish. To apply, 
please fax a letter of interest and resume to Ron Ivey at 
209.817.8879 or email at ron@stpatssonora.org.  You 
could also drop it off in the parish office.  

Saint George (c. 280-303) is the object 
of a vast amount of imagination, most 
notably that he slayed a ferocious 
dragon. He was a real martyr who 
suffered in Palestine, probably before 
the time of Constantine. The Church 
adheres to his memory, but not to the 
legends surrounding his life. That he was willing to pay 
the supreme price to follow Christ is what the Church 
believes. And it is enough. Human nature seems to crave 
more than cold historical data. The legends about Saint 
George are part of this yearning. Both fact and legend 
are human ways of understanding the mysterious truths 
about the One who alone is Holy.  © Franciscan Media 

mailto:ron@stpatssonora.org


 

 


