
 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 



 

 

The people in this week’s Gospel are quarreling about 
who has and who hasn’t washed his hands for dinner. 
 
If you were a follower of the Jewish custom of that time, 
you would know that every person was required to wash 
up before eating. The rule was “a tradition of the 
elders,” to preserve physical health, of course. But Jesus 
is now telling people they have to live also from the 
inner meaning of traditions and laws. 
 
So, let us talk about the interior of traditions, rules and 
laws. 
 
Children do not yet have a developed interior value 
system, as parents know: 

“It’s bedtime. Let’s brush our teeth and get our 
pajamas on.” 
“I don’t want to.” 
“I know, it’s hard to stop playing and go to bed. I 
understand. But bedtime is here so let's get 
started.” 
“But why?” 
“Because we have to get our rest so we can be 
bright and cheerful tomorrow.” 
“Why?” 
“Because I said so, now get moving!” 

Rules, the right ones, must be imposed upon a child. 
 
As we grow up, the child’s “why?” question gets 
answered by experience and maturity. Adults go to bed 
because they need a certain amount of sleep each night 
and they know it. Well, at least a lot of us do! 
 
But why have rules and laws in the first place? I have 
heard the following: rules are meant to describe the 
minimum that has to be done in order to belong to a 
country or state or city or business or group or family. 
Not too many rules, not too few. 
 
This is difficult to achieve. Under the best circumstances, 
people follow rules because their allegiance comes from 
within and they act from their own desire. 
 
Apply this to a group. Take a faith-sharing group, for 
instance. It has an implicit expectation, even a 
requirement, that its members be present at each 
weekly meeting. What if a person shows up only once or 
twice a year, but in that case, is the heart-and-soul of 
the discussion? And what if another person attends 

every single meeting but contributes nothing and in fact 
has no interest in the topics? 
 
Neither person really fits well into the group, but which 
would you rather work with? The first has real relevance 
to the organization and might not need much convincing 
to come more often (and therefore comply better to the 
rule). But it would be much harder to kindle a fire in the 
second, wouldn’t it, the one who is following the 
external rule but not its insides. 
 
The interior life of Jesus IS the Holy Spirit of love. Jesus 
knew that any law of the Kingdom of God must emerge 
from love or else be empty. He was angry that Pharisees 
and Scribes had manipulated exterior laws to feed their 
own egos. “This people honors me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me.” 
 
He is not telling them to ignore the laws and have just 
inner devotion. He is saying you must have both, 
external plus internal adherence. Would it be worth it 
for you and me to look at the various obligations in our 
life and weigh how much correspondence they have to 
our inner values and convictions? 
 
Maybe that would help us have the right heart both 
inside and outside. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. John Foley, SJ 
Copyright © 2021, John Foley. All rights reserved.  

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for parish use.  

Faith Formation 2021-22    
   

Kindergarten - 8th grade 
Wednesday Evenings 
6:30-7:30 pm for K-5 

6:30-7:45 pm for 6-8th 
   

Get registration forms & Info: 
    In the Parish Office: M -Th 8:30-4:00 

Online at our parish website: 
stpatssonora.org 

      
Classes begin September 15th! 

 



 

 

Monday 8/30 ~  Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 8/31 - Friday 9/3 ~  
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 9/4 ~ Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm  
                23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
                Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat  
                 Parish Services Collection     

Sunday 9/5 ~ 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                    St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
                    Parish Services Collection 

August 29, 2021                                           Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Apostolic Succession 

 
When we recite the Profession of Faith, we say “I believe 
in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church.”  Those are 
the four characteristics of our church, and the first three 
are easy to understand.  The church is ONE (united), it is 
HOLY (the Sacraments), and it is CATHOLIC (universal).  
But what about the last one - APOSTOLIC?  Do we know 
what that means?  To find out, we need to take a 2,000 
year journey! 
 
We begin in a small room where the Twelve Apostles 
and others are gathered together. This day would be 
known as Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit, as promised by 
Jesus Christ, was given to them, transformed them 
forever, and the church was born.  
 
In order to fulfill their mission, the apostles knew they 
would have to teach and train successors to carry on 
their work after their death. The authority given to them 
by God needed to be passed on to their successors. 
Jesus said to Simon, “And so I say to you, you are Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my church (Mt 16:18).”    
St. Peter becomes the leader of the Apostles, the first 
Pope, and the first in a long, continuous and 
uninterrupted line of Bishops that stretches to this day, 
including our Bishop Cotta!  That is Apostolic Succession. 
 
As St. Augustine said, “There are many things which 
most properly can keep me in the Church . . . The 
succession of bishops, from the very see of the apostle 
Peter, to whom the Lord, after his resurrection, gave the 
charge of feeding his sheep (John 21:15–17), up to the 
present episcopate, keeps me here.”  
 
In the peace of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults   
 
The Period of Inquiry is the first stage in the RCIA 
process.  This is a time to become acquainted with the 
Catholic Church and to hear the Good News of Jesus 
Christ our Savior.  This is also a time of reflection, to 
look within oneself and see the connections between 
the Gospel and one’s own life. If there is anyone in your 
family or among your friends who may be interested in 
becoming Catholic, or in learning more about the 
Catholic Faith, the Period of Inquiry is the perfect time 
for them.   
 
RCIA meets on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm, in St. 
Patrick’s Parish Hall Room #1. 
 
For more information, please call Dave or Sally Forrest 
at 209-984-3465. 

Save the Date! 
St. Patrick’s Altar and Rosary Society will 
resume with a meeting on Monday 
September 13, 11:30 - 2:00 pm in St. 

Patrick’s Parish Hall.  All ladies from the parish are 
invited to attend!  There will be a potluck luncheon.   
For more information:  Marge Nath 532-2229 

“The Church has a 
responsibility towards 
creation, and she must 

assert this responsibility 
in the public sphere.”  

Pope Benedict XVI 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Dr. Danny Anderson 
Barbara Balestrieri 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 

Ernie Cuzzocreo 
Evan Dean 

Jose Luis Diaz 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 
Kary Hubbard 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

St. Patrick’s Parish Picnic  
Sunday, September 12 

Pinecrest Lake 
Come and enjoy God’s  

beautiful creation with your  
fellow parishioners. 

 
 We have reserved the “Pine” picnic spot in the Day 

Use Area 
 Hamburgers & hot dogs, paper plates and plastic 

utensils will be provided by the Parish. 
 Parking is not reserved - please park in the large lot 

and walk to the Day Use Area. 
 Please bring your own camping chairs, blankets, 

sunscreen, games, and beverages. 
 Please bring a side dish to share.  If you bring a 

salad, please keep it packed in ice. 
 Pets are not allowed in the Day Use Area during the 

summer months. 
 Please call the Parish Office to let us know you are 

attending, so we can have an accurate count.   
 If you can bring an outdoor “pop-up” to provide 

shade, please call the Parish Office. 

Matthew 25 Breakfast  
has resumed!  
7:00 - 8:00 am 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
Breakfast and Lunch Burritos TO-GO                                        

                      Tuesdays only 

JohnPaul Cordes joins NET Ministries! 
 
We send our congratulations and prayers with JohnPaul, 
as he joins this wonderful organization! Please read the 
message below from JohnPaul, and learn how you can 
support him in his ministry: 

 
Hello fellow parishioners, 
For those who don't know me, 
my name is JohnPaul Cordes.  
 
I wanted to tell you about my 
opportunity to serve a year 
with NET Ministries. NET 
stands for the National 

Evangelization Teams, and is a non-profit Catholic 
organization. NET shares the Gospel with 6th-12th 
graders through retreats in parishes and schools. 
 
This week, I leave for the 5 weeks of training before 
heading out to serve as one of the 150 missionaries who 
will help reach 80,000 young people around the United 
States. To make this possible, NET has asked me to raise 
$6,000 to help cover the costs of training, room and 
board, and transportation. 
 
I am asking you to join me in this mission with your 
prayers and financial support. You can help me by going 
online to www.netusa.org/donate and selecting my 
name. Thanks for your support! 

God bless and farewell, 
John Paul 

Save the Date! 
St. Patrick’s Teens (and parents):   

Mark your calendars! 
Youth Group begins next month.   

Join us for our “kick off” Friday, Sept 24, 7:00 pm.  

 Glow in the Dark Capture the Flag 

 Ice Cream Sundaes  

 Fun and Fellowship 
More information to come soon! 



 

 

August 29, 2021                                            Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                                

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday August 30 ~ Sunday September 5 

Monday: 1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96:1, 3-5, 11-13;  
 Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;  
 Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday: Col 1:1-8; Ps 52:10-11; Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday: Col 1:9-14; Ps 98:2-6; Lk 5:1-11 
Friday: Col 1:15-20; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday: Col 1:21-23; Ps 54:3-4, 6, 8; Lk 6:1-5 
Sunday: Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146:7-10; Jas 2:1-5;  
 Mk 7:31-37 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday August 29 ~ Saturday September 4 
Sunday: Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Wednesday: World Day of Prayer  
                          for the Care of Creation 
Friday: St. Gregory the Great ; First Friday 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary; First Saturday 

Saturday August 28 ~ Sunday September 5 
Saturday                   
            OLMC  4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Elizabeth Fashauer   
   9:00 am Liz Gutierrez  
    Bianca Appleby  
     (Happy Birthday!) 
 11:00 am Tony Cadina  
  Dr. Eric Runte  
  Patti Gerner  (Happy Birthday!) 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Victor Catarina  
Wednesday   8:00 am  No Intentions 
Thursday        8:00 am Mary McDonough   
Friday              8:00 am  No Intentions 
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions 
   9:00 am Tete Arellano   
    Marie Dahlstrand 
     (Happy Birthday!)  
 11:00 am Guadalupe Diaz  
    Dr. Eric Runte    
       

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

8-1-21 
Week 31 

August 
Totals  

To Date                  

8-8-21       
Week 32 

8-15-21   
Week 33 

8-22-21   
Week 34 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,566 $19,869 $4,890 $5,183 $4,230 

OLMC $973 $4,199 $1,118 $1,431 $677 

E-giving $1,567 $4,253 $1,597 $737 $352 

Total  $8,106 $28,321 $7,605 $7,351 $5,259 

LAST YEAR $7,576 $34,911 $13,973 $8,422 $4,940 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $532 $1,397 $364 $393 $108 

OLMC $55 $175 $0 $120 $0 

Total $587 $1,572 $364 $513 $108 

Additional for Assumption: $130; OLMC Parish Services $142 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Second Collections  
in September 

 
September 11-12  

Catholic University  
of America 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 18-19  
Catholic Charities 



 

 


