
 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 

Mission Church 
11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 

Big Oak Flat, CA 
 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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20 Years 
Never Forget 

Pray for Peace 

If you wish to come after 

Me you must take deny 

yourself, take up your 

cross, and follow Me.  

(Mark 8:34) 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

 
Today’s First Reading is from the third song of the Servant of Yahweh found in the book of Isaiah. Service is a theme of 
this liturgy, which links it to the theme of peace. After asking God to “give peace and to hear the prayers of your 
servant,” we pray that God will “show us how great is the call to serve, that we may share in the peace of Christ.” 
 
The service that our faith calls for is genuine service, the actual performance of deeds that benefit those in need. James 
talks about this kind of service: what good is it, he asks, if we wish others well “but do not meet their bodily needs.” 
 
The problem with commitment to genuine service of others is that it threatens the people of this world who do not 
want to carry the burden of caring for people who have nothing to wear and no food for the day. The result is that 
those who work for peace by serving the needy must suffer. 
 
Peter did not understand this principle at first, thinking that liberation could come without the need for suffering.  Jesus 
has to correct him and teach him God’s standard: the Christian life of service amounts to carrying one’s cross in the 
footsteps of Jesus. The struggle for justice is no party! 
 

Inspired by no earthly ambition, the Church seeks but a solitary goal: to carry forward the work of Christ Himself 
under the lead of the befriending Spirit. And Christ entered this world to give witness to the truth, to rescue and 
not to sit in judgment, to serve and not to be served.   (Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 1965: 3) 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                          Gerald Darring 

20 years ago, this country was united in such a way as it has never been united since.  We were united in shock, in 
grief, and in our determination to rebuild and come back even stronger.  In these days of social unrest and political 
division, perhaps we can take a moment to remember the unity we felt during that horrible time in our history. There 
are no ideological differences or disagreements more important than coming together to keep our one nation under 
God, indivisible.  We each have our own crosses to bear, but as one we must take up our cross, and follow Him. 
 
Pope John Paul II lived with war and destruction.  He saw his own homeland of Poland devastated by Nazi Germany 
and the Soviet Union. But the terrorist attack on the United States shook him deeply.  Here are his own words spoken 
20 years ago, the day after the attack, and they still resonate today: 
 
Yesterday was a dark day in the history of humanity, a terrible affront to human dignity. After receiving the news, I 
followed with intense concern the developing situation, with heartfelt prayers to the Lord. How is it possible to commit 
acts of such savage cruelty? The human heart has depths from which schemes of unheard-of ferocity sometimes 
emerge, capable of destroying in a moment the normal daily life of a people. But faith comes to our aid at these times 
when words seem to fail. Christ's word is the only one that can give a response to the questions which trouble our spirit. 
Even if the forces of darkness appear to prevail, those who believe in God know that evil and death do not have the 
final say. Christian hope is based on this truth; at this time our prayerful trust draws strength from it. 
 
With deeply felt sympathy I address myself to the beloved people of the United States in this moment of distress and 
consternation, when the courage of so many men and women of good will is being sorely tested. In a special way I 
reach out to the families of the dead and the injured. I entrust to the mercy of the Most High the helpless victims of this 
tragedy. May God give courage to the survivors; may he sustain the rescue-workers and the many volunteers who are 
making an enormous effort to cope with such an immense emergency. I ask you, dear brothers and sisters, to join me in 
prayer for them. Let us beg the Lord that the spiral of hatred and violence will not prevail. May the Blessed Virgin, 
Mother of Mercy, fill the hearts of all with wise thoughts and peaceful intentions. 

(Pope John Paul II ~September 12, 2001) 

Copyright © 2021, Gerald Darring. All rights reserved.  



 

 

Attn: Lectors, EMHC,  
Altar Servers, and Ushers: 

If there are any dates you know you 
are NOT available to minister during 
the 4th Quarter of 2021 (Oct, Nov, 

Dec), please let Sandra Betti know by Monday, 
September 13th.  Please call 532-7139, ext. 109, or 
email your dates to sandra@stpatssonora.org, or leave 
a note in the Parish Office.  

Thank you for your ministry! 

Monday 9/13 ~  Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 9/14 - Friday 9/17 ~ Daily Mass 
                       8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 9/15 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 9/18 ~ Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm  
                25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
                Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat  
                Second Collection for Catholic Charities   

Sunday 9/19 ~ 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                    St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
                    Second Collection for Catholic Charities 

September 12, 2021                                            Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
The Seven Sorrows 

 
This Wednesday we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of 
Sorrows.  When Mary and Joseph brought the infant 
Jesus to the temple, we hear this prophecy: 
 Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted. 
And you yourself a sword will pierce so that the thoughts 
of many hearts may be revealed.” (Luke 2:34-35) 
 
Mary realizes that many events in her Son’s life are 
going to cause her to suffer, right up to the final and 
greatest pain of watching her child die on the cross.  
There are Seven Sorrows of Mary, seven major sorrowful 
events in her life. This prophecy of Simeon is the first 
sorrow of Mary; here are the others: 

 The flight into Egypt.  
 Searching for the child Jesus in Jerusalem. 
 Meeting Jesus on His way to the Cross. 
 Standing at the foot of the Cross. 
 The Crucifixion. 
 Placing Jesus in the Tomb. 

 
Yes, our Blessed Mother is a sorrowful figure, but so 
much more is she a powerful figure!  She stood tall at 
the foot of the Cross while others fled in fear of the 
soldiers.  Her heart was broken by  seeing the wounds of 
her Son, but she knew those wounds were the salvation 
of the world, the salvation of us all. 
 
In the peace of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Save the Date! 
St. Patrick’s Altar and Rosary Society will 
resume with a meeting on Monday 
September 13, 11:30 - 2:00 pm in St. 

Patrick’s Parish Hall.  All ladies from the parish are 
invited to attend!  There will be a potluck luncheon.   
For more information:  Marge Nath 532-2229 

mailto:sandra@stpatssonora.org


 

 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Alice Hardin 
May her soul, and the souls of all the faithful 

departed, rest in peace. 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 

Ernie Cuzzocreo 
Evan Dean 

Jose Luis Diaz 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Kary Hubbard 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

Jackie Boling Tucker 

Faith Formation 2021-22    
   

Kindergarten - 8th grade 
Wednesday Evenings 
6:30-7:30 pm for K-5 

6:30-7:45 pm for 6-8th 
   

Get registration forms & Info: 
               In the Parish Office: M -Th 8:30-4:00 

Or Register Online at our parish website: 
Go to www.stpatssonora.org 

     Click on Religious Education, then on Registration 
Follow the Helpful Tips for Registering Online 

Classes begin this week! 
September 15th 

Save the Date! 
St. Patrick’s Teens (and parents):   

Mark your calendars! 
Youth Group begins soon!   

Join us for our “kick off” Friday, Sept 24, 7:00 pm.  

 Glow in the Dark Capture the Flag 

 Ice Cream Sundaes  

 Fun and Fellowship 
Don’t miss it! 

We are in need of volunteers 
to help lay artificial turf in front 
of the church. If you have 
experience in preparing the 
ground and laying turf, please 
call the Parish Office. Even if 
you don’t have experience, we still need people to help 
with the work! If you can volunteer, please call the 
Parish Office.  Thank you! 

We regret to announce that 
the Parish Matthew 25 
Breakfast is being suspended.  

Thank you to all our volunteers who work so hard to 
feed the hungry of our community.  Parishioners can 
still donate food items to our Office Food Pantry.  

St. Patrick’s Parishioners: If you wish 
to go into the Church, have some 
quiet time with the Lord and pray 
during the day, please go the Parish 
Office, Monday - Thursday during 
office hours, and you can get the key. 

Dear Parishioners:  If you or your ministry group has 
need of any of St. Patrick’s facilities - the Church, the 
Parish Office conference room, or the Parish Hall and 
classrooms - you must reserve the facility through the 
office, and the date and time must be included on the 
Parish calendar.  This will help us avoid conflicts, and 
ensure our facilities are available when needed. 

 Thank you! 

Let our Adoration never cease! 

Adoration and Reconciliation  
Every Wednesday, 6:00 - 7:00 pm 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
 
“The Church and the world have a 
great need for Eucharistic worship. 
Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of 
love. Let us not refuse the time to go 
to meet him in adoration, in 
contemplation full of faith and open 
to making amends for the serious 
offenses and crimes of the world.  
Let our adoration never cease.”      (CCC #289)  



 

 

September 12, 2021                                            Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time                             

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday September 13 ~ Sunday September 19 

Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8; Ps 28:2, 7-9; Lk 7:1-10 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-38;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111:1-6; Jn 19:25-27 or  
 Lk 2:33-35 
Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16; Ps 111:7-10; Lk 7:36-50 
Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49:6-10, 17-20; Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 8:4-15 
Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20; Ps 54:3-8; Jas 3:16— 4:3;  
 Mk 9:30-37 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday September 12 ~ Saturday September 18 
Sunday: Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Grandparents Day 
Monday: St. John Chrysostom 
Tuesday: The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Wednesday: Our Lady of Sorrows; Yom Kippur  
 (Day of atonement) begins at sunset 
Thursday: Ss. Cornelius and Cyprian 
Friday: St. Robert Bellarmine;  
 St. Hildegard of Bingen 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday September 11 ~ Sunday September 19 
Saturday                   
            OLMC  4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Andrew J. McEntire  
    Hailey Hurst   
    Marge Nath    
 9:00 am Wynne Bain  
 11:00 am Patrick Rodriguez  
  Alice Hardin  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso  
Wednesday   8:00 am Margarete & Gjisbert Spilt  
Thursday        8:00 am Luke Schray 
Friday              8:00 am Jack Downs 
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Patricia Phillips  
   9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI  
    Liz Gutierrez   
 11:00 am Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso  
    Jeanne Kiely     

National Migration Week ~ September 20-26, 2021 
For nearly a half century, the Catholic Church in the 
United States has celebrated National Migration Week, 
which is an opportunity for the Church to reflect on the 
circumstances confronting migrants, including refugees, 
immigrants, children, and victims of human trafficking. 
 
National Migration Week for 2021 takes place 
September 20-26, and will climax with the Vatican’s 
celebration of the World Day of Migrants and Refugees 
(WDMR), which always falls on the last Sunday of 
September. The primary theme for this year’ WDMR is 
“Towards an ever wider ‘WE’”. In his letter announcing 
this year’s theme, Pope Francis emphasizes that “this 
focus calls on us to ensure that ‘after all this, we will 
think no longer in terms of ‘them’ and ‘those,’ but only 
‘us’’ (Fratelli tutti, no. 35). And this universal us must 
become a reality first of all within the Church which is 
called to cultivate communion in diversity.” 
 
In solidarity with the Vatican, National Migration Week 
will use the same theme – “Towards an ever wider WE’ – 
but will emphasize the particular ways in which this 
theme and its application to the migration question is 
important for the Catholic Church in the United States. 

© 2021 USCCB 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

9-5-21      
Week 36 

September 
Totals  

To Date                  

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,819 $5,819 

OLMC $1,801 $1,801 

E-giving $1,777 $1,777 

Total  $9,397 $9,397 

LAST YEAR $8,562 $8,562 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $681 $681 

OLMC $55 $55 

Total $736 $736 

Parish Services: St. Pat’s $552; OLMC $165 
Thank you for your continued  

and generous offerings! 
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