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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 22, 2021 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

For the last several weeks Jesus has been using words 
that distress the disciples. Last week He said that if they 
want eternal life they have to eat His flesh and drink His 
blood! His followers could not possibly have understood 
this. They muttered, “This saying is hard; who can accept 
it?" And they left. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Sunday He makes it even harder: 

Since Jesus knew that his disciples were 
murmuring about this, he said to them, 
 “Does this shock you? 
What if you were to see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he was before? 
It is the Spirit that gives life, 
while the flesh is of no avail. 
As a result of this,  
many of his disciples returned to their  
former way of life and no longer 
accompanied him. (Gospel) 

 
A sad scene, and puzzling too. Why is Jesus saying such 
things to His followers, and how is anyone supposed to 
understand it? The following unwritten guideline might 
help in reading the Gospel of John, from which our 
Sunday reading is taken: 

Whenever an event or saying does not seem to 
make complete sense, we can understand that it 
is masking deeper meanings. In other words, 
often a delicious significance is hidden behind 
events that are described in a bewildering way. 

 
Let us try to apply this axiom to a saying from this week’s 
Gospel: 

 “… ascending to where he was before.” 
Where was He “before?” 
 
He was in the bosom of the Holy Trinity. God’s love 
leaned out to us in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. He 
“descended” to us. But he will have to “go back to the 
next life,” because he was a human being, even though 
he was God. He is telling them this: if body and blood 
shock you, wait till you see me ascend into heaven! 
 
And consider the words, “It is the Spirit that gives life, the 

flesh is to no avail.” In the readings from the past few 
weeks we have seen that Jesus’ ascension would never 
be a desertion of us but would be his presence on earth 
in a new form. The third person of the Trinity was going 
to dwell within any people who believe. 
The third person will dwell in us? Where will Jesus be? 
Well, since the members of the Trinity are at one in 
everything, they are completely present within each 
other. So Christ is within the Holy Spirit. That Spirit offers 
to live deep within each believer, within each person 
who says yes to its presence. The same thing can be said 
for the Father. 
 
OK, but how do we acquire this Holy Spirit? Definitely 
through Baptism. And, of course, as in Jesus’ command 
from last week, through eating and drinking his body and 
blood. Communion makes us “become what we have 
eaten,” the body of Christ. We are to let Christ have flesh 
again, in our hearts and in our actions. The Spirit is to be 
the soul of the Body of Christ, and we are to be the body. 
When we are part of the “Body of Christ,” we therefore 
have eternal life, as he told his followers. Peter sums it 
up. “We have come to believe and are convinced that 
you are the Holy One of God.” 
 
Mass this Sunday is meant to give us the power to live 
the Body of Christ into the world. 

Fr. John Foley, SJ 
Copyright © 2021, John Foley. All rights reserved.  

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for parish use.  

The Sacrament of Baptism 
 

We joyfully welcome 

Audrey Grace Couch 
Baptized August 15, 2021 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/082221.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/082221.cfm#main-content


 

 

Monday 8/23 ~  Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 8/24 - Friday 8/27 ~  
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 8/28 ~ Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm  
                22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
                Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat      

Sunday 8/29 ~ 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                          St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

August 22, 2021                                                  Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Disciple or Apostle? 

 
Many people think the terms Disciple and Apostle are 
interchangeable, but they are actually two different 
things.   Before one can become an Apostle, they must 
be a Disciple, and not all Disciples become Apostles. 
 
A Disciple is a student, someone who is learning 
something from a teacher and, in our case, Jesus is the 
teacher! But Jesus was not the only teacher to have 
disciples; the New Testament also mentions “disciples of 
John the Baptist” and "disciples of the Pharisees.” 
 
In these Biblical times, students usually sought out a 
teacher, but Jesus was different in that He called people 
to become His disciples.  Additionally, Jesus did not 
establish a school in a fixed location, but He was a 
wandering teacher; His disciples literally had to follow 
him in His travels.  During His earthly ministry, many 
people joined His entourage, and most could be called 
His disciples.  Today, as we open our minds and hearts to 
the teachings of Jesus Christ, we are His disciples too! 
 
An Apostle is a missionary or messenger, literally one 
who is  “sent out.” From among His many disciples, Jesus 
chose "twelve, whom He also named apostles.” A few 
other passages refer to these men simply as "the 
Twelve.” In the Gospel according to St. Mark, Jesus 
“appointed twelve [whom he also named apostles] that 
they might be with him and he might send them forth to 
preach." (Mark 3:14), and He sends them out “two by 
two” and gives them detailed instructions on how they 
are to conduct themselves as missionaries (Mk 6:7-13). 
 
Aside from the Twelve, other people are also called 
apostles in the New Testament. These include Matthias - 
chosen to replace Judas Iscariot (Acts 1:15-26) and Paul, 
who calls himself an apostle of Jesus in his letters.  
Finally, there is Mary Magdalene - she was sent by the 
risen Christ to proclaim a joyful message to the disciples, 
“I have seen the Lord!” Pope John Paul II named her "the 
apostle to the apostles.”   
 
Next week we’ll discuss Apostolic 
Succession as it relates to the 
Catholic Church. 
 
In the peace of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults   
 
The Period of Inquiry is the first stage in the RCIA 
process.  This is a time to become acquainted with the 
Catholic Church and to hear the Good News of Jesus 
Christ our Savior.  This is also a time of reflection, to 
look within oneself and see the connections between 
the Gospel and one’s own life. If there is anyone in your 
family or among your friends who may be interested in 
becoming Catholic, or in learning more about the 
Catholic Faith, the Period of Inquiry is the perfect time 
for them.   
 
RCIA meets on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm, in St. 
Patrick’s Parish Hall Room #1. 
 
For more information, please call Dave or Sally Forrest 
at 209-984-3465. 

Save the Date! 
St. Patrick’s Altar and Rosary Society will 
resume with a meeting on Monday 
September 13, 11:30 - 2:00 pm in St. 

Patrick’s Parish Hall.  All ladies from the parish are 
invited to attend!  There will be a potluck luncheon.   
For more information:  Marge Nath 532-2229 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 

Ernie Cuzzocreo 
Evan Dean 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Kary Hubbard 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

The Knights of Columbus will pray the Rosary 
before the 7:30 am and 11:00 am Mass on 
Sunday, August 29, which is the 5th Sunday of 
the month. The Rosary will begin 15-20 minutes 
before Mass starts.  

As for me and my household,  

we will serve the LORD. (Joshua 24:15b) 

Save the Date! 
 

St. Patrick’s Parish Picnic  
Sunday, September 12 

Pinecrest Lake 
Stay tuned for more details! 

Save the Date! 

Religious Education Classes  
start  on  

Wednesday, September 15 
6:30 pm 

Matthew 25 Breakfast 
has resumed!  
7:00 - 8:00 am 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
 

Breakfast and Lunch 
Burritos TO-GO                                         

                                                                   Tuesdays only 

JohnPaul Cordes joins NET Ministries! 
 
We send our congratulations and prayers with JohnPaul, 
as he joins this wonderful organization! Please read the 
message below from JohnPaul, and learn how you can 
support him in his ministry: 

 
Hello fellow parishioners, 
For those who don't know me, 
my name is JohnPaul Cordes.  
 
I wanted to tell you about my 
opportunity to serve a year 
with NET Ministries. NET 
stands for the National 

Evangelization Teams, and is a non-profit Catholic 
organization. NET shares the Gospel with 6th-12th 
graders through retreats in parishes and schools. 
 
This week, I leave for the 5 weeks of training before 
heading out to serve as one of the 150 missionaries who 
will help reach 80,000 young people around the United 
States. To make this possible, NET has asked me to raise 
$6,000 to help cover the costs of training, room and 
board, and transportation. 
 
I am asking you to join me in this mission with your 
prayers and financial support. You can help me by going 
online to www.netusa.org/donate and selecting my 
name. Thanks for your support! 

God bless and farewell, 
John Paul 



 

 

August 22, 2021                                                  Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time                           

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday August 23 ~ Sunday August 29 

Monday: 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;  
 Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday: Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18;  
 Jn 1:45-51 
Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-12ab; Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a, 12-14, 17; 
 Mt 24:42-51 
Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1, 2b, 5-6, 10-12;  
 Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Mt 25:14-30 
Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-5; Jas 1:17-18,  
 21b-22, 27; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday August 22 ~ Saturday August 28 
Sunday: Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Rose of Lima 
Tuesday: St. Bartholomew 
Wednesday: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz 
Friday: St. Monica 
Saturday: St. Augustine 

“Rise up, insignificant man! From your 
preoccupations, flee a while. From your 
turbulent thoughts, hide for a time. Your 
crushing responsibilities cast aside. Your 
burdensome business lay down.  

Free a little space for God.   
Rest a little while in Him!” 

 
St. Anselm, 

Archbishop of 
Canterbury 

(1033-1109) 

For now, Reconciliation is available only 
by appointment.  Please call the Parish 
Office if you wish to schedule a 
confession time with Fr. Banka. 

Saturday August 21 ~ Sunday August 29 
Saturday                   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  Dennis Wood  
Sunday 7:30 am Clay Sweeney (Happy Birthday!) 
   9:00 am Liz Gutierrez  
 11:00 am Richard & Janet Cordes  
  Dr. Eric Runte  
  Maria Gamboa  
   (Happy Birthday!) 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Victor Espinosa  
Wednesday   8:00 am Mary McDonough  
Thursday        8:00 am Fr. Tony Galati (Newly Ordained) 
Friday              8:00 am  No Intentions 
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Elizabeth Fashauer  
   9:00 am Liz Gutierrez   
    Bianca Appleby  
     (Happy Birthday!)  
 11:00 am Tony Cadina  
    Dr. Eric Runte    
    Patti Gerner  (Happy Birthday!) 
    

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

8-1-21 
Week 31 

August 
Totals  

To Date                  

8-8-21       
Week 32 

8-15-21   
Week 33 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,566 $15,639 $4,890 $5,183 

OLMC $973 $3,522 $1,118 $1,431 

E-giving $1,567 $3,901 $1,597 $737 

Total  $8,106 $23,062 $7,605 $7,351 

LAST YEAR $7,576 $29,971 $13,973 $8,422 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $532 $1,289 $364 $393 

OLMC $55 $175 $0 $120 

Total $587 $1,464 $364 $513 

Retired Priests’ Fund: St. Pat’s $1,389; OLMC $402 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 



 

 


