
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 
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Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
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Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 
June 6, 2021 

The Cup of Salvation I 

will take up, and I will 

call upon the name of 

the Lord.   Psalm 116:13 



 

 

There’s a story told of a young Jewish boy named 
Mortakai who refused to go to school. When he was six 
years old, his mother took him to school, but he cried 
and protested all the way and, immediately after she left, 
ran back home. She brought him back to school and this 
scenario played itself out for several days. He refused to 
stay in school. His parents tried to reason with him, 
arguing that he, like all children, must now go to school. 
To no avail. His parents then tried the age-old trick of 
applying an appropriate combination of bribes and 
threats. This too had no effect. 
 
Finally, in desperation they went to their Rabbi and 
explained the situation to him. For his part, the Rabbi 
simply said: “If the boy won’t listen to words, bring him 
to me.” They brought him into the Rabbi’s study. The 
Rabbi said not a word. He simply picked up the boy and 
held him to his heart for a long time. Then, still without a 
word, he set him down. What words couldn’t 
accomplish, a silent embrace did. Mortakai not only 
began willingly to go to school, he went on to become a 
great scholar and a Rabbi. 
 
What that parable wonderfully expresses is how the 
Eucharist works. In it, God physically embraces us. 
Indeed that is what all sacraments are, God’s physical 
embrace. Words, as we know, have a relative power. In 
critical situations they often fail us. When this happens, 
we have still another language, the language of ritual. 
The most ancient and primal ritual of all is the ritual of 
physical embrace. It can say and do what words cannot. 
 
Jesus acted on this. For most of His ministry, He used 
words. Through words, He tried to bring us God’s 
consolation, challenge, and strength. His words, like all 
words, had a certain power. Indeed, His words stirred 
hearts, healed people, and affected conversions. But at a 
time, powerful though they were, they too became 
inadequate. Something more was needed. So on the 
night before His death, having exhausted what He could 
do with words, Jesus went beyond them. He gave us the 
Eucharist, His physical embrace, His kiss, a ritual within 
which He holds us to His heart. 

 
To my mind, that is the best understanding 
there is of the Eucharist. Within both my 
undergraduate and graduate theological 
training, I took long courses on the 
Eucharist. In the end, these didn’t explain 
the Eucharist to me, not because they 

weren’t good, but because the Eucharist needs no 
explanation and has no explanation.   
 
A couple of years ago, Brenda Peterson, in a remarkable 
little essay entitled In Praise of Skin, describes how she 
once was inflicted by a skin rash that no medicine could 
effectively soothe. She tried every kind of doctor and 
medicinr, to no avail. Finally she turned to her 
grandmother, remembering how, as a little girl, her 
grandmother used to massage her skin whenever she 
had rashes, bruises, or was otherwise ill. The ancient 
remedy worked again. Her grandmother massaged her 
skin, over and over again, and the rash that seemingly 
couldn’t be eradicated disappeared. 
 
Skin needs to be touched. This is what happens in the 
Eucharist and that is why the Eucharist, and every other 
Christian sacrament, always has some very tangible 
physical element to it—a laying on of hands, a 
consuming of bread and wine, an immersion into water, 
an anointing with oil. An embrace needs to be physical, 
not only something imagined. 
 
G. K. Chesterton once wrote: “There comes a time, 
usually late in the afternoon, when the little child tires of 
playing policeman and robbers. It’s then that he begins 
to torment the cat!” Mothers with young children are 
only too familiar with this late afternoon hour and its 
particular dynamic. There comes an hour, usually just 
before supper, when a child’s energy is low, when he is 
tired and whining, and when the mother has exhausted 
both her patience and her repertoire of warnings: “Leave 
that alone! Don’t do that!” The child, tense and 
miserable, is clinging to her leg. At that point, she knows 
what to do. She picks up the child. Touch, not word, is 
what’s needed. In her arms, the child grows calm and 
tension leaves its body. 
 
That’s an image for the Eucharist. We are that tense, 
over-wrought child, perennially tormenting the cat. 
There comes a point, even with God, when words aren’t 
enough. God has to pick us up, like a mother picks up her 
child. Physical embrace is what’s needed. Skin needs to 
be touched. God knows that. It’s why Jesus gave us the 
Eucharist. 
 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  



 

 

Monday 6/7 ~  Communion Service 
                            8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 6/8 through Friday 6/11 ~  
           Daily Mass, 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 6/12 ~ Vigil Mass  
                           11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
          4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 6/13 ~ 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am  
                               St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

June 6, 2021                                        The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
 

 
In current usage, the word “ordinary” means common, 
everyday, unremarkable,  uninteresting, etc.  So why, we 
ask, are at least 33 Sundays of every year considered 
“ordinary?”  You have to remember the other meaning 
of ordinary, which is “numbered.”  Think of the word 
“order,” and then think of the numbers falling in order 
and you have it!  During Ordinary Time our weeks and 
Sundays are numbered, in order.  Between Epiphany and 
Ash Wednesday, we have the first of several weeks in 
Ordinary Time, and after the Easter Season ends with 
Pentecost, we start again with the numbered weeks in 
Ordinary Time.  The Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
will be celebrated next Sunday, and these “numbered” 
Sundays will continue until Advent. 
 
So what do we do during Ordinary Time?  According to 
the USCCB website, “The Sundays and weeks of Ordinary 
Time . . . take us through the life of Christ. This is the 
time of conversion. This is living the life of Christ. 
Ordinary Time is a time for growth and maturation, a 
time in which the mystery of Christ is called to penetrate 
ever more deeply into history until all things are finally 
caught up in Christ.”  During Ordinary Time, we have the 
opportunity to get “caught up in Christ” by opening our 
hearts and minds to His teachings.  We hear about His 
miracles, His parables, and His sermons.  We learn all 
about the Bread of Life, and what it means to be His 
disciple.  It may be Ordinary Time, 
but it’s definitely not ordinary!  
 
In the peace of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Reuben Schnarr 
May his soul, and the souls 

of all the faithful departed, rest in peace. 

Bishop’s Ministry Appeal Update 
It’s looking better, but we are still short of our goal!   
127 families have sent in their contribution, which is 
STILL LESS THAN 25% of the total number of families in 
our Parish.  If every family in the Parish would give 
even a little, we could make our goal! Please, if you 
haven’t already done so, prayerfully consider what your 
family may be able to give this year.  You can use the 
envelope you received in the mail, or go online to:  

stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma. 
God Bless you all! 

All Parishioners please note: 

CHANGES TO OUR  
MASS SCHEDULE 

 
Monday Communion Service, and Tuesday-Friday Daily 

Mass at St. Patrick’s in Sonora will be at 8:00 am, and 

will be held in the Church. 
 
Saturday Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Big 

Oak Flat will be at 4:00 pm. 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Save the Date 
Christmas in June! Saturday, June 26  

Our long postponed Christmas Fair 
will be held on Saturday, 

June 26 in St. Patrick’s Parish Hall.   
No more donations please,  

our garage is full! 
Stay tuned for more details! 

For now, Reconciliation is available only by 
appointment.  Please call the Parish Office 
if you wish to schedule a confession time 
with Fr. Banka. 

“The Eucharist is at the heart of Christian 
initiation, together with Baptism and with  
Confirmation, and it is the source of the 
Church’s life itself. From this Sacrament of 
love, in fact, flows every authentic journey 
of faith, of communion, and of witness."           

 Pope Francis 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

 

A Poem to sit with. . .  
 

Jesus Speaks 
 
I give you life  
I place you on earth  
for a very special reason 
 
but you won’t find out unless you ask Me  
what the reason is 
 
and talking is so easy 
why don’t you do more with Me? 
spend some time with Me 
 

J. Janda 
Copyright © 2000, J. Janda  

At our “Christmas in June” Fair, we 
will be selling lunchtime burritos 
as an additional fundraiser.  We 
are currently in need of monetary 
donations to buy beef and chicken 
for the burritos.  Please bring your donation to the 
Parish Office, and thank you for your generosity! 

The new Vestments are here! 

Fr. Banka would like to say “Thank you!” to everyone 
who contributed to the purchase of these beautiful new 

chasubles.  God bless you all for your generosity! 

St. Patrick’s Parish would like to extend a 
big “Thank you!” to Stan Dragun, David 
Hubbard, and Aric Pingree for all their 
hard work - replacing the stairs to the 

Steinmetz House, trimming trees and cleaning up the 
lower parking lot, and getting the vestibule ready for 
when we return to the Church.  Thank you, gentlemen!   
It’s generous hearts and spirits like yours that keep our 
Parish thriving. 

Foothill Pregnancy Center’s “Baby Bottle 
Boomerang” will be a little different this year.  
You may pick up your baby bottles after Mass 
on June 20, Father’s Day.  Please fill up your 
baby bottle with your spare coins or bills, and 
return it by August 1.  All proceeds support  
the ministry of the Foothill Pregnancy Center. 

 
Thank you for promoting the sanctity of human life! 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday June 7 ~ Sunday June 13 

Monday: 2 Cor 1:1-7; Ps 34:2-9; Mt 5:1-12 
Tuesday: 2 Cor 1:18-22; Ps 119:129-133, 135;  
 Mt 5:13-16 
Wednesday: 2 Cor 3:4-11; Ps 99:5-9; Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: 2 Cor 3:15 — 4:1, 3-6; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;  
 Mt 5:20-26 
Friday: Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9; Is 12:2-6;  
 Eph 3:8-12, 14-19; Jn 19:31-37 
Saturday: 2 Cor 5:14-21; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Lk 2:41-51 
Sunday: Ez 17:22-24; Ps 92:2-3, 13-16;  
 2 Cor 5:6-10; Mk 4:26-34 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday June 6 ~ Saturday June 12 
Sunday: The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 
Monday: Tenth Week in Ordinary Time 
Wednesday: St. Ephrem 
Friday: The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Saturday: Immaculate Heart of Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday June 5 ~ Sunday June 13 
Saturday                   
              OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday  7:30 am  No Intentions   
  9:00 am Tete Arellano                  
    Clark Gomez     
                         11:00 am Maria De La Luz Ruis           
  Gabriella Applebee 
   (Happy Birthday!) 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Traci Meyer   
  Carl Steven King   
Wednesday   8:00 am  No Intentions 
Thursday        8:00 am Gregory Nicolini   
  Saverio Sam Yacavone   
Friday              8:00 am  No Intentions 
Saturday  
           OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions 
   9:00 am  No Intentions 
 11:00 am Alicia and Sofia Diaz    
    Guadalupe Diaz    
    Beatriz Gamboa  
     (Happy Birthday!) 
        

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

5-2-21 
Week 18 

May Totals 
To Date                 

5-9-21    
Week 19 

5-16-21   
Week 20 

5-23-21 
Week 21 

5-30-21  
Week 22 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $6,168 $26,876 $5,116 $6,861 $4,460 $4,271 

OLMC $1,248 $4,589 $769 $480 $1,088 $1,004 

E-giving $1,300 $3,795 $1,110 $640 $290 $455 

Total  $8,716 $35,260 $6,995 $7,981 $5,838 $5,730 

LAST YEAR $14,562 $44,569 $6,995 $6,768 $3,156 $13,088 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $693 $1,211 $183 $95 $240 $0 

OLMC $85 $135 $0 $0 $50 $0 

Total $778 $1,346 $183 $95 $290 $0 

Special Collection for India:  St. Pat’s $3,813; OLMC $1,485 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 
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