
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

I had lunch with a former student of mine, a very 
idealistic young man who teaches religion in a Catholic 
High School. He shared with me his struggles in trying to 
teach young people about God. One of the major 
problems, as he sees it, is that his students' idea of God 
invariably contains too much of the notion that God is a 
petty tyrant, that God can easily be offended, that God is 
threatened by our joys and successes, and especially 
that somehow we have to earn God's love by being 
good. 
 

This young man, for his part, 
tries to correct these notions 
by presenting a picture of God 
as a God whose essential 
countenance is that of blessing 
and not of frowning, a God 
who is an extravagant, 
unconditional lover, the father 
of a prodigal son, who cannot 
be put off by human infidelity. 
Among other things, he likes 
presenting Julian of Norwich's 
picture of God as "sitting in 

heaven, smiling, completely relaxed, his face looking like 
a marvelous symphony." 
 
However, when he tries to present this idea of God the 
response of his students is inevitably something to this 
effect: “Then why be good? If God loves us no matter 
what we do, then why keep the commandments? If we 
are not to be punished or rewarded for our efforts, then 
why make sacrifices?” Why indeed? Why be good and 
try to keep the commandments if God loves us anyway? 
 
Simply put, we don't try to be good so that God loves 
and rewards us. God loves us no matter what we do and 
heaven is never a reward for a good life. Are these glib 
statements? No. 
 
God's love, as Jesus assures us, is always both unmerited 
and unconditional; nothing we do can ever make God 
love us, just as nothing we do can ever stop God from 
loving us. God loves just as God does everything else, 
perfectly. 
 
God loves everything and everybody perfectly. In fact, 
part of Christian belief (a dogma in fact) is that God's 
love is what keeps everything in existence. If God 
stopped loving anything, it would cease to be.  

God just loves us, pure and simple. God cannot be 
offended. God's love cannot be driven away. God does 
not reward or punish us on the basis of whether we 
have been good or bad. God simply loves us. 
 
Then why be good? Why keep the commandments? 
What difference does our response make? 
 
Our response makes a big difference, but not in terms of 
offending God, driving God away, or making God punish 
or reward us. It makes a difference in how we stand and 
feel in the face of love. 
 
We cannot offend against God, but we can offend 
against others and ourselves. We can live in bitterness 
and unhappiness, and we can deeply hurt others. The 
spiritual and moral precepts of the faith, all of them, 
including the ten commandments, are therefore meant 
to do a couple of things: 
 
First, for anyone who is mature in the faith, living out 
what faith and morality asks of us is in fact a natural 
response of gratitude for being loved and a natural 
expression of sensitivity to others. The intent is never to 
earn love or reward, but to respond properly to them. 
This is true in the case of mature love and faith. 
 
Secondly, for those of us who are still struggling to be 
mature, the spiritual and moral precepts of the faith are 
meant as a discipline—precisely as a discipleship, that 
helps teach us what it means to be a spiritual and a 
sensitive human being. 
 
Trying to be good should still not be an attempt to 
somehow earn love or heaven, but rather an 
acknowledgement, a humble one, that one still needs a 
lot of help in knowing how to live in the face of love. 
 
Why be good if God loves us anyway? For the same 
reason that an artist doesn't deface a masterpiece and a 
lover doesn't betray his or her beloved. Ethics follow 
naturally when truth, beauty, and love are properly 
appropriated. 



 

 

Monday 11/1 ~  All Saints 
                  Mass 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 11/2 ~ All Souls 
Masses:    8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
                11:00 am, St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Sonora 
                  4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Wednesday 11/3 - Friday 11/5 ~ Daily Mass 
                       8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 11/3 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation 
             6:00 - 7:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 11/6 ~ Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm  
                32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
                Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
                Parish Services Collection 

Sunday 11/7 ~ 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and  11:00 am *  
                    St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
                    Parish Services Collection  
*The 11:00 am Mass on November 7 will be 
celebrated with Monsignor John Armistead presiding 
and giving us a special blessing!  Please join us.       

October 31, 2021                                                   Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
20th Century Miracles of The Rosary 

 
We conclude our series on the Rosary during October,  
the Month of the Rosary. Last week we looked at two 
historical miracles brought about by the Rosary.  This 
week, we’ll finish by looking at more recent miracles. 
 
1917 - Our Lady of Fatima (World War I) 
In 1917, the Blessed Mother appeared six times to three 
shepherd children in Fatima, Portugal, and asked them 
to pray the Rosary every day for peace and an end to the 
horrific war.  On October 13 of that year, about 70,000 
people witnessed the Miracle of the Sun, a miracle that 
was promised by the Blessed Mother so that no one 
would doubt the apparitions. 
 
1945 - The Priests in Hiroshima (World War II) 
In 1945 in Hiroshima, Japan, eight Jesuit priests were 
gathered in a house less than a mile from where the 
atomic bomb was dropped. The blast destroyed all the 
buildings around the house, but the priest’s house was 
still standing. Thousands of people were killed, and 
thousands more suffered from the effects of the 
radiation.  Not only did the priests survive, they had no 
signs of radiation poisoning. They were examined and 
interviewed many times afterward.  The priests believed 
they survived because they were living the message of 
Fatima, and prayed the Rosary every day. 
 
1964 - The Women of Brazil (Cold War) 
In the 1960’s, the government of Brazil was preparing to 
force Communist rule on the country, much like what 
had happened in Cuba. But Cardinal de Barros Camara 
told the people of Brazil that they could stop the threat 
by hearing the message of Fatima, and praying the 
Rosary. The women of Brazil spread the message, and 
hundreds of thousands of women took part in Rosary 
rallies and peaceful marches, holding prayer books, 
rosaries, and anti-communist signs. The President of 
Brazil was overthrown and the Communist threat 
averted, all with very little military action. 
 

“The power of the Rosary is beyond description.”   
(Bishop Fulton Sheen) 

 
Thank you to all who attended our 
Saturday Rosaries during October.  
Please keep praying the Rosary! 
In the light of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

We are still in need of teachers for our 
precious children in Religious Education.  
Even if you don’t feel you can lead a class, 
our teachers could certainly use a few aides 

to help out.  Many of our classes are being taught by a 
single teacher.  Please call Kathy Casas at 209-532-5987 
if the Holy Spirit is calling you to help encourage the 
Faith Formation of the next generation!                

All Saints Day  
Monday, November 1  
Mass at 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church 
 
The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 
(All Souls’ Day) Tuesday November 2 

Masses at: 
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church 
11:00 am, St. Patrick’s Cemetery 
4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel    
                     Cemetery in Big Oak Flat                 

Never say, “What great things the saints do!”  

but “What great things God does  

in His saints!”                 St. Philip Neri 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Bernice Budowich 

Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 

Ernie Cuzzocreo 
Evan Dean 

Jose Luis Diaz 
Manuel Gamboa 

Kary Hubbard 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Joan Montesano 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

At One With The Spirit 
presents:  

 Called and Gifted  

A Spiritual Growth Workshop 
 

Saturday, November 6 

 

God is calling you to a unique purpose.  In this 
workshop, you will learn to discern your own spiritual 
gifts, and how these gifts can work in your life and the 
life of the Parish Community.  Advance reservations are 
required.  Please sign up in the Parish Office, or call 209
-532-7139 for more information. 

Blanket Drive 
St. Patrick’s Matthew 25 
Ministry will be collecting 
blankets for those in need 
during November.  Please bring 

a new or gently used blanket to Sunday Mass on 
November 7, 14, or 21.  You can also drop off your 
donation at the office.  Fr. Banka will bless them at the 
Thanksgiving Mass. The blankets will be distributed to 
the Homeless Shelter in Sonora, the Center for a Non-
Violent Community, and through our Church Office.   
Give the gift of warmth - thank you for your generosity!  

Altar Society Meeting 
Tuesday, November 2  

10:00 am, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall  
All are invited! 

For more information:  
President Marge Nath 532-2229 

We are looking for a small 
group of parishioners with 
internet technology experience 

to give us guidance as we develop a long-range parish 
plan to expand our internet usage in two areas: 

 Assessment of parish needs (what internet support 
do parish ministries and/or programs need?) 

 Technical solutions to accomplish those needs 
 
We believe that we have parish members who can help 
to develop potential solutions.  If you are willing to 
assist in defining these solutions for the parish, please 
contact Kathy Casas (209-770-5987) or Dick Kearney 
(209-768-0689) to join this effort. Thank you so much! 

YLGI - Young Ladies Grand Institute 
Applebee's Breakfast  Fundraiser 
Come and join us for breakfast on 
Saturday, November 13 from 8:00 am - 
10:00 am at Applebee’s!  Tickets are $8 each. See any 
YLGI member to purchase tickets. 
 
REMINDER: 1st Annual YLGI Advent Tree Lighting 
The deadline to purchase an ornament to honor your 
loved one is November 21 - $10 per ornament. Tree 
lighting and blessing will be Nov 28 after  the 11:00 am 
Mass. Mail completed form along with check to Rose 
Kutsch.  See any YLGI member for more information or 
stop by our table after Mass to purchase. 

All Saints Parish in Twain Harte offers Formed 
on Demand, created by the St. Augustine 
Institute.  These Faith Sharing Discussions are 
held every Wednesday at 9:00 am, after the 

mid-week Mass. Coffee and treats are available.    
For more information: 209-586-3161 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church ~ Parish Hall 
      

Check-in 9:00 am; Workshop is from  
9:30 am to 3:00 pm 

 
Cost: $45.00 which includes class materials,  

workbook and lunch 

Starting on November 2, All Souls Day, you may 
bring photos of your deceased loved ones, 
family members and friends, and place them in 
the windows of the church.  Please don’t forget to take 
them home again at the end of the month! 



 

 

October 31, 2021                                                    Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time                        

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday November 1 ~ Sunday November 7 

Monday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14; Ps 24:1-6; 1 Jn 3:1-3;  
 Mt 5:1-12a 
Tuesday: Wis 3:1-9; Ps 23:1-6; Rom 5:5-11 or 6:3-9;  
 Jn 6:37-40, or any readings from no. 668       
             or from the Masses for the Dead, nos. 1011-1016 
Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10; Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9;  
 Lk 14:25-33 
Thursday: Rom 14:7-12; Ps 27:1bcde, 4, 13-14;  
 Lk 15:1-10 
Friday: Rom 15:14-21; Ps 98:1-4; Lk 16:1-8 
Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Ps 145:2-5, 10-11;  
 Lk 16:9-15 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 17:10-16; Ps 146:7-10; Heb 9:24-28;  
 Mk 12:38-44 [41-44] 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday October 31 ~ Saturday November 6 
Sunday: Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Halloween 
Monday: All Saints 
Tuesday: Commemoration of All the Faithful  
 Departed (All Souls’ Day); Election Day 
Wednesday: St. Martin de Porres 
Thursday: St. Charles Borromeo 
Friday: First Friday 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary; First Saturday 

Saturday October 30 ~ Sunday November 7 
Saturday                   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  Souls in Purgatory  
Sunday 7:30 am Joan Kosko     
   9:00 am Refugio Conteras   
    Sacramento & Maria Espitia   
 11:00 am Sam Wein, Jr.  
  Aubreliana & Jose Almanza  
Monday          8:00 am (All Saints Mass) 
Tuesday          8:00 am (All Souls Mass) 
  Robert Howard Livesay  
  Roberto & Mercedes Gregorio  
 11:00 am (Cemetery) All Souls Mass 
            OLMC   4:00 pm  All Souls Mass 
Wednesday   8:00 am Christine Greenberger  
Thursday        8:00 am  No Intentions 
Friday              8:00 am  No Intentions  
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions   
   9:00 am Tete Arellano   
    Joan Holland   
 11:00 am Guadalupe Diaz  
    Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso   

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

10-3-21      
Week 40 

October 
Totals          

To Date            

10-10-21   
Week 41 

10-17-21  
Week 42 

 

10-24-21 
Week 43 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $8,354 $23,452 $4,319 $7,111 $3,668 

OLMC $1,377 $3,363 $648 $732 $606 

E-giving $2,202 $3,883 $262 $1,047 $372 

Total  $11,933 $30,698 $5,229 $8,890 $4,646 

LAST YEAR $11,217 $36,672 $5,428 $11,804 $8,223 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $333 $818 $370 $40 $75 

OLMC $90 $150 $60 $0 $0 

Total $423 $968 $430 $40 $75 

World Mission Sunday: St. Pat’s $555; OLMC $69 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

FALL BACK! 
2:00 am, Sunday Nov 7 
 
Don’t forget to set your 
clocks BACK one hour 
before going to bed on 
Saturday!   



 

 


