
 

 

. . . in Our Parish 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 
Sonora, California 

St. Patrick’s 
Church 

127 Jackson St., Sonora, CA 

Mass Times: 

M-F 8:00 am 

Sat None 

Sun 8:00 am 
10:00 am 
12:00 pm 

       
  

Reconciliation 
  

  
By Appt. only 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 

Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

Mass Times:  

Sat 4:00 pm 

  
Reconciliation 

 By Appt. only 

Contact Us 
Office:   116 W. Bradford St., 
   Sonora, California  95370 

Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 8:30 - 4:00 

Fridays:   Closed  
Phone:  209-532-7139 
FAX:  209-817-8879 
Web:  www.StPatsSonora.org 
Email:   StPats@StPatsSonora.org 
Bulletin: GoodNews@StPatsSonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora:  209-532-7139 Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: 209-532-7139 Ext. 111 

Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator  
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Education 
Angela Cordes,  
    Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Jan DePaoli, Administrative Asst. 
 
Emergency Intercessions “8” 

“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 

On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you. Our hope is all who come to  
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel. 

If you would like more information about our parish, please visit our website at 
www.StPatsSonora.org.  If  you are new to the area, we encourage you to request a new 
member packet.  I would like to meet all of you.  I am available for appointments. 
Please call me at (209) 532-7139 ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.  God bless. 

          In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

 Fr. John Foley, SJ 

On September 19th, 
these seven men 
were ordained as 
Deacons for  the 
Diocese of Stockton.  
Please pray for 
these men and their 
wives.  They heard 
the call of God, and 
answered it! 

Juan Espinoza  

Baltazar Aguirre 

Armando Moreno 

Richard Braun 

Juan Carlos Palmor 

Stephen Valgos 

Dan Paulus 

I taught grade school religion for a short semester when I 
was about 22. By accident, I discovered a great trick of 
teaching, one I needed very much. The class, you see, 
was in complete chaos each time I arrived in mid-day. 
But if I told a story, even the simplest story, the 
pandemonium ceased. It morphed into rapt attention. 
You could hear a pin drop. There must be a special part 
of the brain devoted to stories. 
 
It was only years later that I applied this insight. Why 
does the gospel get such special attention at Mass? Why 
do we hold the book up and parade it to the pulpit? 
Because it is a story, the story of Jesus. We are struck by 
the narrative about Him, much more than we are by the 
sometimes complicated theology in Paul’s letters. Within 
the gospels, which are themselves stories, we find the 
parables Jesus told. 
 
So take a good look at the parable in Sunday’s Gospel 
and let the story lead you. See if it works.  
 
Imagine the landowner hiring laborers for his vineyard as 
he shakes their rough hands and invites them to work. 
You can see their satisfied smiles, since they know they 
will get the usual daily wage. 
 
The day gets hotter. And hotter. High noon has come and 
the owner walks back to town to go shopping for this and 
that. He glances around. Men are leaning on buildings, 
loitering really, bored but still hopeful. The owner crosses 
over to them and offers to hire them. They come to life 
and hurry off to his vineyard to earn just half a day’s 
wages. It’s better than nothing. 
 

Then the work day is about over. The owner is still in 
town for whatever reason, and what should he see but 
strong men lolling about in doorways, wet with sweat 
from the heat and from their dejection. To their surprise, 
he hires them, too. 
 
Day ends and “just wages” are 
handed out. It is the exact same 
amount for every worker, no 
matter how many or how few 
hours anyone had worked. Look at 
the faces. Anger in the ones who 
had slaved all day. This is not fair! 
We demand our rights! We put in 
the time and these oafs did so much less. The late ones 
smiling sheepishly, perhaps uncomfortably, but grateful. 
 
What does the story mean? You will find the answer if 
you sense the scene rather than just use brain power. Let 
your imagination see the kindness in the owner’s face. 
Call to mind the sadness and desperation of the ones 
hired so late. See their amazement now. 
 
Obviously these wages are not a strict remuneration for 
hours worked. They are more like a gift from a caring 
heart. How does this feel to you? 
 
Didn’t Jesus tell his parable to show how God’s caring 
heart works, how He gives a depth of love to each person 
in this world, especially to ones who suffer and are left 
behind? 
 
If it is hard to see, ask for light. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092020.cfm


 

 

Monday 9/21 ~ Communion Service 8:00 am 
                              St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Tuesday - Friday, 9/22-9/25 ~ Daily Mass 8:00 am  
                                                       St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 9/26 ~  Mass at 4:00 pm 
                               Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
                     Second Collection - Catholic Charities Sunday                  

Sunday 9/27 ~ Masses at 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & Noon 
                           St. Patrick’s, Sonora 
                     Second Collection - Catholic Charities Sunday 

September 20, 2020                                            Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time                              

Catholic Charities has been busy these past few months. 
Covid-19 has impacted all our lives, resulting in a crisis of 
health care, food insecurity, unemployment, and 
unprecedented social and economic turmoil. Catholic 
Charities administers direct social services and advocacy 
through a variety of programs for the most vulnerable 
and under represented citizens of our communities.   

We need everyone’s help to continue these ministries. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Catholic Charities Sunday 
Second Collection the weekend of September 26-27 

St Patrick’s Families,      
Our Religious Education Year is Beginning!    

     See the St. Patrick’s website for details.  

 
Please register online or in the 

office as soon as possible. 
We would like to have an accurate 

headcount by September 25th.  
  

Register Today! 
 

 
It will be a special family time for sure! 

Questions...Kathy Casas 770-5987 

                               

Dear Parish Family, 
It has been a great joy to be here 
for so many years at St. Patrick’s.     
I have been especially blessed to be 
able to serve as your Youth Director 
and Confirmation teacher these 
past two years.  I recently have 
accepted a position in Troy, New York, at a wonderful 
Parish.  I will be moving at the end of this month.  Troy is 
a quaint, historic city of 50,000 people.  It has seen some 
struggles in the past, but is becoming a vibrant area of 
growth and renewal in the Catholic Church.  I will be 
working at a Parish of 700 families, teaching and 
instructing the leaders there how to evangelize their 
growing Catholic Parish.  Troy is also an area in need - 
the town sadly harbors an abortion clinic.  The 
surrounding Parishes and I will be working with Pro-Life 
Centers, doing sidewalk counseling and prayer 
processions, and reaching out to women in need to 
protect them and their unborn babies.  Please pray for 
me and for our nation, that America may once again be a 
place that protects life and defends religious freedom. 

In Christ, Angela Cordes 

Veteran Services 
Senior Services 
Family Wellness  

Healthcare Access 

Nutrition Assistance 
Environmental Justice 
Immigration Service 

Advance Care Planning 

The Diocese of Stockton has an opening for a Staff Accountant (Full-Time, Non-Exempt).  
 
This position requires the incumbent to manage payroll, investment/bank reconciliations, cash receipts and receivable 
processes, annual business property statement filings, fixed assets, and assists in maintaining the general ledger.  This 
person assists with the annual audit as well as other tasks as assigned. These functions are performed for several 
databases. The candidate needs to demonstrate the ability to maintain the confidentiality of employee personnel files 
and payroll operations, in addition to successful accounting experience with general ledger, accounts receivable, and 
accounts payable, preferably in a non-profit work environment. The candidate must have a BA/BS or equivalent in 
accounting, bookkeeping or related field of experience, and have a strong knowledge of MS Excel. This position reports 
to the Controller.  

To apply, please go to the Diocese of Stockton website or submit your resume to jobs@stocktondiocese.org 



 

 

Gail Andrus 
David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Eileen Hogan 
A.J. Holmes 
Bill Kiesling 

Lois Marzocchi 
Gloria Patania 

Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

Clay Sweeney 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Directives for In-Person Church (Hall) Services 
General Directives: 

1. The dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 
on Sundays and Holy Days will continue. 

2. If people choose to attend Mass, they do so at their 
own risk.  During this phase, we ask that those at-risk of 
serious illness from COVID-19, please remain HOME. 

3. Physical distancing of at least 6 feet between people 
of different households will be observed. 
4.  Anyone with the slightest symptoms of the illness, 
including clergy and liturgical ministers, must not attend 
Mass.  These symptoms include a cold, cough, 
headache, sore throat. 
 
Specific Directives for the Celebration of Mass 

1. The general liturgical guidelines already given during 
this period remain in force: 

 The Communion from the Chalice is suspended. 

 Communion will only be given on the hand. 

 The exchange of the Sign of Peace is omitted. 

 No holding hands during the Our Father. 
2.  Those present should WEAR A MASK which covers 
the nose and mouth, and the mask must be worn 
throughout the service.  If you come to the Church or 
Parish Hall, and are over the age of 2, you will not be 
allowed entrance without a mask.  Please bring your 
own mask. 
3.  No congregational or choir singing/chanting during 
this phase.   
4.  A contact-free offertory collection will be taken and 
we greatly appreciate your generous financial support to 
the parish.  Donations can also be made on-line or 
dropped by at the office. 
5.  The restrooms will be closed, unless the need is 
crucial and requested by a parishioner. Please contact  a 
Wellness Team member for assistance. 
6.  We ask that parishioners do not congregate together 
in front of the Church (Hall) before or after Mass.   

St. Patrick’s Parishioners 

8:00 am Daily Mass and  
Monday Communion Service guidelines: 

 All Social Distancing restrictions will be followed. 

 Everyone must use the hand sanitizer provided, 
wear a mask, and keep it on throughout the service. 

 No one is to enter the Church (Hall)  before 7:00 am, 
and all are to enter by the front doors only.  

 The Church (Hall) will be cleaned after Mass is 
finished, and then closed for the rest of the day. 

“Pray, hope, and don’t worry!”    Padre Pio 

Pope John Paul II canonized 
Padre Pio of Pietrelcina on June 
16, 2002. The Holy Father 
praised the new saint for his 
prayer and charity. He also 
stressed Padre Pio’s witness to 
the power of suffering. If 
accepted with love, he said, 
such suffering can lead to “a 
privileged path of sanctity.”  
 

Padre Pio grew up in a family of farmers in southern 
Italy.  At the age of 15, he joined the Capuchins and 
took the name of Pio. He was ordained in 1910. On 
September 20, 1918, as he was making his thanksgiving 
after Mass, Padre Pio had a vision of Jesus. When the 
vision ended, he had the stigmata in his hands, feet, 
and side. Life became more complicated after that. The 
authenticity of the stigmata was questioned; Padre Pio 
was not permitted to celebrate Mass publicly or to hear 
confessions. He did not complain of these decisions, 
which were soon reversed. Padre Pio saw Jesus in all 
the sick and suffering. At his urging, a fine hospital was 
built on nearby Mount Gargano. 
 
A number of people have reported cures they believe 
were received through the intercession of Padre Pio. 
Those who assisted at his Masses came away edified; 
several curiosity seekers were deeply moved. One of 
Padre Pio’s sufferings was that unscrupulous people 
several times circulated prophecies that they claimed 
originated from him. He never made prophecies about 
world events and never gave an opinion on matters that 
he felt belonged to Church authorities to decide. He 
died on September 23, 1968, and was beatified in 1999. 



 

 

September 20, 2020                                            Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time                              

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday September 21 ~ Sunday September 27 

Monday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13 
Tuesday:  Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 
 44; Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday:  Prv 30:5-9; Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 
 163; Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday:       Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17bc; Lk 9:7-9 
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4;  
 Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday:        Eccl 11:9 - 12:8; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17;  
 Lk 9:43b-45 
Sunday:         Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11 [1-5]; 
 Mt 21:28-32                                                                                                                     

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday September 20 ~ Saturday September 26 
Sunday:  Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Matthew 
Tuesday: Autumn begins 
Wednesday: St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) 
Saturday:    
St. Cosmas and  
St. Damian; 
Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
 

  

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

9-6-20    
Week 36  

9-13-20 
Week 37 

September 
Totals 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,420 $4,436 $9,856 

OLMC $1,052 $2,188 $3,240 

E-giving $2,090 $1,075 $3,165  

Total  $8,562 $7,699 $16,261 

LAST YEAR $10,939 $6,783 $17,722 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $1,358 $75 $1,433 

OLMC $85 $45 $130 

Total $1,443 $120 $1,563 

Catholic University:  St. Pat’s $415; OLMC $96 
Please continue to support your Parish during this crisis. 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Saturday September 19 ~ Sunday September 27 
Saturday 4:00 pm  (OLMC)   No Intentions 
Sunday 8:00 am Mike Ortega   
   Joshua Kelly (Happy Birthday!)                       
 10:00 am Deceased members of the YLI  
   Josefina Ramirez  
    (Happy Birthday!)  
 12:00 pm   Jose Torrez Gomes    
   Apolinar Diaz   
Monday        8:00 am Communion Service 
  Marcos Balbuena  
Tuesday 8:00 am    Lizbeth Gutierrez  
  Ed Phillips (Healing) 
Wednesday 8:00 am  No Intentions 
Thursday 8:00 am  No Intentions 
Friday 8:00 am Annetta Hall (Healing) 
Saturday 4:00 pm  (OLMC)  No Intentions 
Sunday   8:00 am Msgr. Robert J. Pereira   
    Fr. John Wan                        
 10:00 am Jeanne Kiely  
    Lupe Hernandez (Healing)  
                       12:00 pm    Socorro Gandarilla     
   Lupe Diaz  



 

 


