
 

 

. . . in Our Parish 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 
Sonora, California 

St. Patrick’s 
Church 

127 Jackson St., Sonora, CA 

Mass Times: 

M-F 8:00 am 

Sat None 

Sun 8:00 am 
10:00 am 
12:00 pm 

       
  

Reconciliation 
  

  
By Appt. only 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 

Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

Mass Times:  

Sat 4:00 pm 

  
Reconciliation 

 By Appt. only 

Contact Us 
Office:   116 W. Bradford St., 
   Sonora, California  95370 

Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 8:30 - 4:00 

Fridays:   Closed  
Phone:  209-532-7139 
FAX:  209-817-8879 
Web:  www.StPatsSonora.org 
Email:   StPats@StPatsSonora.org 
Bulletin: GoodNews@StPatsSonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora:  209-532-7139 Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: 209-532-7139 Ext. 111 

Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator  
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Education 
Angela Cordes,  
    Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Jan DePaoli, Administrative Asst. 
 
Emergency Intercessions “8” 

“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 

On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you. Our hope is all who come to  
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel. 

If you would like more information about our parish, please visit our website at 
www.StPatsSonora.org.  If  you are new to the area, we encourage you to request a new 
member packet.  I would like to meet all of you.  I am available for appointments. 
Please call me at (209) 532-7139 ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.  God bless. 

          In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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Sometimes God appeals to people’s self-interest to get 
them to do what is right. Many of us need it, so that, 
through self-interest, we can overcome our self-interest. 

We are shown this in the First Reading, where we find a 
straight-out argument between the people and God. 
They claim that “The Lord’s way is not fair!” They quote 
the famous saying, “The parents eat sour grapes, but the 
children’s teeth are set on edge” (Ez 18:2). Apparently 
their argument is that sin belongs to their fathers or 
mothers, not to them. So God is punishing unjustly. 

The Lord shows them that punishment comes to those 
who actually commit an iniquity, not to those who just 
happen to be born of sinful parents. It is your own 
actions that matter. If you sin, it is fair that I punish you. 
If you do virtue, it is fair that I give you life. 

Jesus’ parable in the Gospel takes it one step further. 
There we hear about a man whose father asks him to go 
work in the vineyard. The man says, rudely, “I will not.” 
Surely he would be counted as one of the sinful people 
described above. Or maybe he just had a headache, or 
was not a morning person, or whatever. But when his 
father leaves the house, he changes his mind and goes 
out to work hard on the vines. 

He has a brother. This one says in effect, “Yes, of course I 
will go out and do your will!” Isn't this exactly what God 
had been telling the people in the First Reading? I am 
sure the father in the present parable was pleased, 
especially after the rude reply he had gotten from his first 
son. Of course, as we know, this brother changed his 
mind and did not bother to go at all. 

This second brother’s selfish interests were served by 
saying “yes, yes” to his father. It made him look good. 
But he did not trouble himself to actually do what he had 
promised. Self-interest did not get him to do good, but 
only to seem to do good. 

So finally God decided to show us motivation that cannot 
be reduced to self-interest. 

If we want motivation, as well as encouragement, solace 
in love, participation in the Spirit, compassion, and 
mercy, St. Paul says to look at what Christ did (Second 
Reading). Then you will not act out of selfishness, but will 
serve others humbly, as Christ did. This is the ultimate 
motivation in Christianity.  

Self-interested motives are not the only ones. Just look at 
Christ—when you are at prayer and at Mass—and let him 
form you in humility. 

Let God make you good! 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

 Fr. John Foley, SJ 
Copyright © 2020, Fr. John Foley. All Rights Reserved. 
Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or 
parish use.  

First Holy Communion 2020 ~ St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092720.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ezekiel/18?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092720.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092720.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092720.cfm


 

 

Monday 9/28 ~ Communion Service 8:00 am 
                              St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Tuesday - Friday, 9/29-10/2 ~ Daily Mass 8:00 am  
                                                       St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 10/3 ~  Mass at 4:00 pm 
                               Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
                               Parish Services Collection                  

Sunday 10/4 ~ Masses at 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & Noon 
                           St. Patrick’s, Sonora 
                           Parish Services Collection 

September 27, 2020                                            Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                              

 

We Have Begun Our New Religious 
Education Year! 

      Please see St. Patrick’s website for 
details and join us! 

 
www.stpatssonora.org 

Questions...Kathy Casas 770-5987 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship 
"We need to participate for the common good. 
Sometimes we hear: a good Catholic is not interested in 
politics. This is not true: good Catholics immerse 
themselves in politics by offering the best of themselves 
so that the leaders can govern."  Pope Francis, 9/16/13 
 
The Catholic bishops of the United States are pleased to 
offer once again to the Catholic faithful Forming 
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, our teaching 
document on the political responsibility of Catholics. This 
statement represents our guidance for Catholics in the 
exercise of their rights and duties as participants in our 
democracy. The statement lifts up our dual heritage as 
both faithful Catholics and American citizens with rights 
and duties as participants in the civil order.   
 
To read the statement, go to www.usccb.org/issues-and-
action/faithful-citizenship 

The 2020 Census concludes on September 30.   
Let’s ensure ALL Californians are counted so we can put 
these resources to good use here at home!   
 

 Build better roads and schools 
 Fund community programs for seniors, 

children, and families 
 Create jobs 
 Improve housing 

 
If you haven’t already, please RESPOND NOW! 

The census can be completed  
On line:            https://my2020census.gov 
By phone:         English  844-330-2020 
      Spanish 844-468-2020 
By mail:   Mail back the paper questionnaire sent  
  to each residence 

October  
is  

Respect Life 
Month 

 
 

Please join us as we pray for 40 Days for Life so that our 
efforts will mark the beginning of the end of abortion.  
We meet on the corner of Greenley and Mono Way 
between the hours of 9:00 am and 5:00 pm EVERY 
MONDAY during the month of OCTOBER 2020.   
 
We also want to include in our prayers all the mothers  
who have had an abortion. We can't forget how much 
pain they are in, and they need to know that God 
forgives them, even if they can't forgive themselves.  We 
should always pray for the women who are considering 
abortion today. These women are scared, alone, and 
desperate. They need our compassion and support. They 
need to know that they are not alone and that they have 
other options.  They need to know that this decision, 
right now, is the biggest decision of their lives, and that 
abortion leads to a lifetime of regret.  
 
Call Carol Cashen at 209-213-9991 and advise if you can 
join us this year and your preferred prayer time. Our first 
Monday will be on October 5th and continue throughout 
the month.  Usually prayer times are for one hour each 
shift. We are planning on the support of other churches 
within Tuolumne County to join with us to pray together.  
We invite you to just come when you can and bring 
someone with you! Signs will be available at the location, 
and please return them after your use.   
 
Join us in prayer to protect the most innocent among us! 



 

 

David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Eileen Hogan 
Bill Kiesling 

Lois Marzocchi 

Gloria Patania 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

Clay Sweeney 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Directives for In-Person Church (Hall) Services 
General Directives: 

1. The dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 
on Sundays and Holy Days will continue. 

2. If people choose to attend Mass, they do so at their 
own risk.  During this phase, we ask that those at-risk of 
serious illness from COVID-19, please remain HOME. 

3. Physical distancing of at least 6 feet between people 
of different households will be observed. 
4.  Anyone with the slightest symptoms of the illness, 
including clergy and liturgical ministers, must not attend 
Mass.  These symptoms include a cold, cough, 
headache, sore throat. 
 
Specific Directives for the Celebration of Mass 

1. The general liturgical guidelines already given during 
this period remain in force: 

 The Communion from the Chalice is suspended. 

 Communion will only be given on the hand. 

 The exchange of the Sign of Peace is omitted. 

 No holding hands during the Our Father. 
2.  Those present should WEAR A MASK which covers 
the nose and mouth, and the mask must be worn 
throughout the service.  If you come to the Church or 
Parish Hall, and are over the age of 2, you will not be 
allowed entrance without a mask.  Please bring your 
own mask. 
3.  No congregational or choir singing/chanting during 
this phase.   
4.  A contact-free offertory collection will be taken and 
we greatly appreciate your generous financial support to 
the parish.  Donations can also be made on-line or 
dropped by at the office. 
5.  The restrooms will be closed, unless the need is 
crucial and requested by a parishioner. Please contact  a 
Wellness Team member for assistance. 
6.  We ask that parishioners do not congregate together 
in front of the Church (Hall) before or after Mass.   

St. Patrick’s Parishioners 

8:00 am Daily Mass and  
Monday Communion Service guidelines: 

 All Social Distancing restrictions will be followed. 

 Everyone must use the hand sanitizer provided, 
wear a mask, and keep it on throughout the service. 

 No one is to enter the Church (Hall)  before 7:00 am, 
and all are to enter by the front doors only.  

 The Church (Hall) will be cleaned after Mass is 
finished, and then closed for the rest of the day. 

Angels - messengers from 

God - appear frequently in 
scripture, but only the 
archangels Michael, Gabriel, 
and Raphael are named. 
 

Michael appears in Daniel’s 

vision as “the great prince” 
who defends Israel against its 

enemies; in the Book of Revelation, he leads God’s 
armies to final victory over the forces of evil.  
 

Gabriel also makes an appearance in Daniel’s visions, 

announcing Michael’s role in God’s plan. His best-
known appearance is in the Gospel of Luke,  where he 
speaks to a young Jewish girl named Mary, who 
consents to bear the Messiah. 
 

Raphael’ is found in the Old Testament story of Tobit. 

There he appears to guide Tobit’s son Tobiah through a 
series of fantastic adventures which lead to a threefold 
happy ending: Tobiah’s marriage to Sarah, the healing 
of Tobit’s blindness, and the restoration of the family 
fortune. 
 
Each of the archangels performs a different mission in 
Scripture: Michael protects; Gabriel announces; 
Raphael guides. Earlier belief that inexplicable events 
were due to the actions of spiritual beings has given 
way to a scientific world-view and a different sense of 
cause and effect. Yet we believers still experience God’s 
protection, communication, and guidance in ways 
which defy description or worldly explanation.  

We cannot dismiss angels too lightly! 
Feast Day of the Archangels - September 29 

© Copyright 2020 Franciscan Media 



 

 

September 27, 2020                                            Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                              

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday September 28 ~ Sunday October 4 

Monday: Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd-3, 6-7; Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a;  
 Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51 
Wednesday:  Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Ps 88:10bc-15; Lk 9:57-62 
Thursday:       Jb 19:21-27; Ps 27:7-9ab, 13-14; Lk 10:1-12 
Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21, 40:3-5; Ps 139:1-3, 7-10,  
 13-14ab; Mt 18:1-5 
Saturday:        Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 
 125, 130; Lk 10:17-24 
Sunday:         Is 5:1-7; Ps 80:9, 12-16, 19-20; Phil 4:6-9; 
 Mt 21:33-43                                                                                                                     

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday September 27 ~ Saturday October 3 
Sunday:  Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
 World Day for Migrants and Refugees;  
 Priesthood Sunday; Yom Kippur (sunset) 
Monday: St. Lawrence Ruiz and Companions; 
 St. Wenceslaus 
Tuesday: Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, 
 Archangels 
Wednesday: St. Jerome; Sukkot (sunset) 
Thursday:   St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus  
Friday: The Holy Guardian Angels; First Friday 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary; First Saturday 
 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

9-13-20    
Week 37  

9-20-20 
Week 38 

September 
Totals           

To Date 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $4,436 $5,159 $15,015 

OLMC $2,188 $782 $4,022 

E-giving $1,075 $940 $4,105  

Total  $7,699 $6,881 $23,142 

LAST YEAR $6,783 $6,712 $24,434 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $75 $110 $1,543 

OLMC $45 $15 $145 

Total $120 $125 $1,688 

Please continue to support your Parish during this crisis. 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Saturday September 26 ~ Sunday October 4 
Saturday 4:00 pm  (OLMC)   No Intentions 
Sunday 8:00 am Msgr. Robert J. Pereira   
   Fr. John Wan                        
 10:00 am Jeanne Kiely  
   Lupe Hernandez (Healing)  
 12:00 pm   Socorra Gandarilla    
   Lupe Diaz   
Monday        8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday 8:00 am     No Intentions 
Wednesday 8:00 am Eleanor Lauterio  
   (Happy Birthday!) 
Thursday 8:00 am  No Intentions 
Friday 8:00 am Yvonne Maisog  
  Raul Gamboa  
Saturday 4:00 pm  (OLMC)   
  Lupe Diaz  
  Ermila Gomez  
Sunday   8:00 am Anthony & Sandy Pallante   
    Tony Pallante                        
 10:00 am  No Intentions  
                       12:00 pm    Lloyd Kendall     
   Alicia Sanchez  

“So valuable to heaven is the dignity of 
the human soul that every member of the 
human race has a guardian angel from the 
moment the person begins to be.” 

St. Jerome 
The Holy Guardian Angels  

Feast Day October 2 



 

 


