
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Jan DePaoli,  
           Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 



 

 

The incident occurred a long time ago, just before I was 
ordained. For some reason—why I cannot remember—I 
had been chosen to give the Easter Vigil homily at the 
hugely packed College Church at Saint Louis University. 
 
There was a complication, of course. I was scheduled to 
be on my ordination retreat at the very same time. 
 
No problem. I rode in with four other Jesuits from the 
retreat place, way out in the countryside, into the city, 
into the church, into the sacristy, into an alb and stole, 
and out to the altar. Needless to say I was very nervous, 
since I had only given a few homilies before in my whole 
life. 
 
It happened that a huge thunderstorm had struck just 
the night before. I had watched it through the high plate 
glass doors of the retreat house. If you are tired of rain 
or snow all over this country, you may no longer see 
what used to be the beauty of our rain storms. Dark rain 
pouring down, unexpected volcanic lightning flashes, 
blistering forth in naked power. Every single smallest 
detail of the landscape visible for seconds, as if twenty 
thousand florescent lights had suddenly flashed on and 
then off again. 
 
This tremendous power dwarfed me. 
 
It reminded me of what God had told the prophet: “Do 
not look at me directly as I pass by; the sight is too much 
for your eyes.” (Ex 33:20) In other words, we are too 
small for such brilliance. 
 
I found a much more humane version of light at Easter 
Vigil. The Easter Candle of course was lighted from the 
fire at the back, and the large assembly lit their small 
tapers gradually from its flames. Since I was in the 
sanctuary I could witness for the first time this soft light 
spreading forth from countless miniature candles, 
combining the crowd into a gentle oneness, a hearth of 
human faces, wrinkles forgiven. Comforting glow made 
each face a vessel which held deep inside itself the quiet 
being of the person and of the Lord. 
 
Such a contrast: thunderous power, followed so quickly 
by warmth, love, small light. It enacted the true contrast 
between God’s transcendent greatness—too much for 
human eyes—and Jesus’ quiet love. Jesus absolved 
wrinkles and crippled legs and unseeing eyes. He is our 

glimpse of the awe-filled intensity of God-the-infinite, 
but through our tiny, finite eyes. Jesus is God and also 
one of us. He is lightning turned into candle glow. 
 
All right, you say, that is very interesting, but what about 
Lent and this week’s Gospel? Well, in His transfiguration, 
Jesus, who was quiet light, reversed himself and showed 
up as God the infinite fire. My mere encounter with 
lightning was nothing compared to this. 

Why such a transformation? 
 
One appealing speculation would be that at the very 
center of each bolt of lightning is the same stuff that 
gently caresses our faulty faces and makes them glow.  
 
God does not extinguish his own light. But He can filter it 
and offer it to anyone who will look. 
 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

© 2021 Fr. John Foley 

Fr. John Foley, SJ 

“God’s mercy transforms human hearts; it 

enables us, through the experience of a faithful love, to 
become merciful in turn. In an ever new miracle, divine 
mercy shines forth in our lives, inspiring each of us to 
love our neighbor and to devote ourselves to what the 
Church’s tradition calls the spiritual and corporal works 
of mercy. These works remind us that faith finds 
expression in concrete everyday actions meant to help 
our neighbors in body and spirit. On such things will we 
be judged.  Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and 
you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 
For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door 
will be opened.”  
Pope Francis 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/exodus/33?20
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022821.cfm#main-content


 

 

Monday 3/1~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Tuesday 3/2 ~  Daily Mass, 12:00 pm  
Wednesday 3/3 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Thursday 3/4 & Friday 3/5 ~ Daily Mass, 12:00 pm 
                            St. Patrick’s, Sonora                          

Friday 3/5 ~ Stations of the Cross 
                          3:00 pm OLMC;  5:00 pm St. Patrick’s 

Saturday 3/6 ~ Vigil Mass, 3:00 pm  
                   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 3/7 ~ Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am 
                            St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

February 28, 2021                                                                              Second Sunday of Lent 

 
 
 

BMA 2021 
Moving Forward In Gratitude and Hope:  

Together As One 
In gratitude and hope, our diocese continues to serve 
our parish and school communities throughout our 
region. We remain committed in providing specialized 
services and programs to strengthen the ministries of 
our entire Diocese. 
  
The support of God’s people is needed to ensure that 
these critical ministries continue to serve our parish 
communities throughout our great Diocese of Stockton. 
  
Please prayerfully consider what your family may be 
able to give this year. One option is to give online! It is 
safe, secure, and convenient. Below is a link to the BMA 
online giving page. 

https://stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
A new weekly series in the Bulletin!   

 
Every week, Fr. Banka will give us wonderful bits of 
information regarding our Catholic Faith.  Some will be 
inspiring, some will be elucidating, some will just be fun - 
but all will be interesting and will help us grow in our 
spirituality and faith. 
 

Prayer 
We continue our discussion of the three pillars of Lent - 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.   
 
Prayer, according to St. Thérèse of Lisieux, is “an upward 
leap of the heart, an untroubled glance toward heaven, 
a cry of gratitude and love.”  Prayer is central to the lives 
of the faithful, and to take time to talk to God, and to 
LISTEN for His voice, is crucial.  But, in today’s busy and 
noisy world, finding room for an effective prayer life is 
difficult. We must learn to quiet our minds, to be free 
from distractions and worries, to come before God in 
peaceful stillness, and allow God’s message to be heard.   
 
It can be helpful to set aside a special space dedicated 
only for prayer. Making a prayer table in your home can 
be a project for the entire household to participate in, 
and a wonderful place to come together as a family 
before God. Some people decorate these areas with 
religious icons and statues or a crucifix. Sometimes 
lighting prayer candles can also help  achieve a prayerful 
atmosphere.  
 
And remember, prayer is not just asking God for what 
you need - He knows what you need!  During prayer, 
don’t forget to ask God what it is that He needs of you. 
And then, listen with all your heart, mind, and soul.  God 
will speak to you! 
 
During this Lenten season, try to make time for prayer 
every day.  Pray as a family at home, pray on your own, 
and pray together with your Parish family at Mass.  
Always express thanks to God for the sacrifice He made 
for us on the Cross, and always listen for His voice. 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Banka 

Good News for all you  
early risers! 

7:30 am Sunday Mass  
has resumed  

  St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Stations of the Cross 

Please join us in this Lenten 
devotion as we pray the Stations 
of the Cross every Friday during 
Lent.   This is an INDOOR service. 

St. Patrick’s ~  5:00 pm 
OLMC ~ 3:00 pm 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 

Update on Indoor Masses from Bishop Cotta 
 
Brothers and Sisters,  
We give thanks for the recent Supreme Court ruling 
recognizing that the prohibition of indoor worship is a 
violation of our religious liberty. At the same time, we 
do not in any way wish to downplay the seriousness of 
the pandemic. We will be returning indoor services, not 
only because of this ruling but also because we know 
that it can be done safely. There have been thousands 
if not millions of safe celebrations of the Mass 
throughout the country over the past months since 
indoor Masses have resumed. We are still not aware of 
a single outbreak occurring at a Catholic Mass where 
safety protocols were being strictly followed, even 
when an asymptomatic individual was present who 
later tested positive for COVID-19.  
 
For that safety record to continue, it is absolutely vital 
that all of us continue to follow the safeguards 
attached to this document, so that we can show that 
our worship is safe, even indoors. The maximum 
capacity for indoor Masses is now 25% (still with 
physical distancing), without the hard limit of 100.  
 
As Bishop, I commend the Faithful, Clergy, Parish staffs 
and Parish volunteers for their patience and 
understanding through the numerous transitions since 
the pandemic began and I ask of you again for that 
same cooperation. Let us continue to pray for a swift 
end to the pandemic.  
 
In the Peace of Christ, 
Bishop Myron J. Cotta 

Messages of Hope  
Our Parish Project for Lent 

 
Here is an opportunity for you and your 
family to “give alms” during this Lenten 
Season. In Tuolumne County, there are 

many elderly people residing in assisted living  or long 
term care facilities.  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, they 
have not been able to have many visitors, or to even 
visit with each other.  For nearly a year now, they’ve 
spent most of their time in their rooms, lonely, isolated, 
and fearful of a virus that seems to be targeting their 
age group in particular. These people have given so 
much throughout their long lives.  Can we give them 
something in return? How happy they would be to 
receive a note, or a card, or a drawing, just to assure 
them that they are still part of a community, and they 
are loved.  
 
Please consider writing an uplifting paragraph or poem, 
buying or making a card, drawing or painting a picture, 
and place them in the Messages of Hope basket after 
Mass or in the Parish Office during the week.  Parents, 
you can help your kids to do something creative and at 
the same time teach a valuable lesson about community 
and acts of mercy. You do not need to address these 
Messages of Hope to anyone in particular. St. Patrick’s 
Parish Staff will deliver them to the various facilities, and 
the wonderful caregivers there will make sure they get 
to the people who are most in need. 
 
Here are a few basic messages to use as a starting point. 
You can express them in your own words, or you may 
have your own ideas: 
1. We have faith and trust in God that the pandemic will 
end, the world will heal, and life will get back to normal.   
2. We look forward to the day when we will be able to 
see each other, laugh together, and hug our loved ones 
again. 
3. No matter what happens, God is always watching over 
us; He holds us in the palm of His hand. 
 
Please join us in this project, and take some time out of 
your day to make someone else’s day a little brighter! 



 

 

February 28, 2021                                                                            Second Sunday of Lent                                                     

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday March 1 ~ Sunday March 7 

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; 
 Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16;  
 Mt 20:17-28  
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21; 
 Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;  
 Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Sunday: Ex 20:1-17; Ps  19:8-11; 1 Cor 1:22-25;  
 Jn 2:13-25 OR (Year A) Ex 17:3-7;  
 Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday February 28 ~ Saturday March 6 
Sunday:  Second Sunday of Lent 
Wednesday: St. Katharine Drexel 
Thursday: St. Casimir 
Friday:  First Friday; World Day of Prayer; 
 Abstinence 
Saturday: First Saturday 

Saturday February 27 ~ Sunday March 7 
Saturday   
           OLMC   3:00 pm  No Intentions  
Sunday   7:30 am Joan Holland    
  9:00 am Fred & Lucille Kahl   
    Roger & Pearl Kitto                 
                       11:00 am   Alicia Sanchez  
    Fred & Kathleen Kahl (Healing)  
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  Bob Julian  

  Deborah Conner (Birthday) 
Wednesday  12:00 pm Communion Service 
Thursday       12:00 pm Raul Gamboa  
  Mark Ulibarri (Birthday) 
Friday            12:00 pm Rudy Gehrig   
Saturday 
            OLMC 3:00 pm   No Intentions  
Sunday   7:30 am Joan Holland  
   9:00 am Tina Horman  
    Maurice Moriarity 
 11:00 am Christopher Ulibarri (Birthday) 
    Fini Renna (Birthday) 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

2-7-21    
Week 6 

February 
Totals          

To Date                                      

2-14-21   
Week 7 

2-21-21 
Week 8 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $6,249 $15,602 $5,087 $4,266 

OLMC $3,581 $5,604 $1,079 $944 

E-giving $2,110 $3,403  $985 $308 

Total  $11,940 $24,609 $7,151 $5,518 

LAST YEAR $8,956 $32,571 $11,849 $11,766 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $807 $1,017 $110 $100 

OLMC $55 $115 $35 $25 

Total $862 $1,132 $145 $125 

Ash Wednesday:  St. Pat’s $1,878; OLMC $586 
Parish Services (additional) OLMC $320 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

“If we wish to serve God and love 
our neighbor well, we must 

manifest our JOY in the service 
we render to Him and them. Let us 
open wide our hearts. It is joy  
which invites us. Press forward and 
fear nothing!” 

 
St. Katharine Drexel (1858-1955) 



 

 


