
 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
Masses 
are held 
Outdoors 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass is  
held 
Outdoors 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Jan DePaoli,  
           Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

  

. . . in our Parish 

2nd 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

We now begin what the Church calls “Ordinary Time.” 
Christmas season is over, and we begin to see Jesus at 
work. We begin with a significant story, found in the First 
Reading for this Sunday. 
 
A young man named Samuel is sleeping in the temple. 
He wakes up instantly when he hears his name spoken 
out loud. He cries out, “Here I am!” and runs to his 
master, Eli, who is sleeping in another place in the 
temple. “You called me, what do you want?”  
 
“I didn’t call you,” Eli rasps. “Go back to sleep.” 
 
But the same thing happened again. Samuel runs to Eli, 
with the same result. On the third time, the old man at 
last understands. Wisely, he says “Samuel, if this 
happens again say these words: ‘Speak, Lord, your 
servant is listening.’” 
 
Samuel goes back to sleep. He hears his name again, 
“Samuel, Samuel!” Following instructions, he says, 
“Speak, Lord, your servant is listening!” God speaks, and 
Samuel grows up accompanied by the Lord’s presence. 
 
Another naming is represented in the Gospel. John the 
Baptist points to Jesus. Jesus is waiting for standers-by to 
notice Him and get interested. They follow and Jesus 
says bluntly, “What are you looking for?” 
 
There are several layers to this question. The plain 
meaning is, “What’s up? Why are you following me?” But 
the depth charge is there too, the same one that finally 
shook Samuel loose: “Are you looking for God? Is that 
your hunger? Is there something about me that answers 
the deep desire of your heart?” They stammer. They give 
some kind of reply. “Well, uh, well, um, where, where 
are you staying?” Jesus replied as He does to you and 
me: “Come, and you will see.” 
 
They do go and see, spending the day with Him. One of 
them, Andrew, runs to get his brother Simon, shouting, 
“We have found the Messiah!” They run back to Jesus 
and the most important event in Simon’s life takes place: 
Jesus gives him the name Cephas (Peter), a new deep 
identity for him. The word Cephas’ base meaning is “the 
rock.” Jesus must have seen innermost stability in him. 
 
Peter could never have become fully himself if someone 
had not named him all the way to his depths. The same 

goes for Samuel. God can call any of us by a name that 
reaches all the way down into our souls, to a place that 
we do not even know about! Our job is to begin hearing 
and to grow. 
 
Must it always be God who calls our name in order for us 
to become ourselves? Couldn’t a psychologist do it, or a 
spouse, or a dear friend who believes in us? Yes, of 
course, each of these people knows us and beckons us to 
be ourselves. But only God can know our very deepest 
desires, and only God can satisfy the one that is the most 
precious in each of us - the reaching out for that person 
we want most and for whose sake we love others:  Jesus. 
 
Do you sense in your innermost being a kind voice 
whispering such an invitation, calling you by your real 
name, calling you to be an ally of Christ?  If so, listen. 

 
Fr. John Foley, SJ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2021 Fr. John Foley, SJ  All rights reserved. Permission is 
hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use.   

International Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity 

January 18-25, 2021 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011721.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011721.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011721.cfm#main-content


 

 

Monday 1/18 ~ Parish Office Closed 

Monday 1/18 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Tuesday 1/19 - Friday 1/22 ~ Daily Mass 12:00 pm 
                               St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 1/23 ~ Vigil Mass,  3:00 pm  
                   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 1/24 ~ Masses at 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
                              St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

January 17, 2021                                                           Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

All Services listed below are held OUTDOORS  
until further notice 

January 6, 2021 ~ WASHINGTON, DC 
Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), issued 
the following statement in response to the violence in 
the United States Capitol: 
 
“I join people of good will in condemning the violence 
today at the United States Capitol. This is not who we 
are as Americans. I am praying for members of Congress 
and Capitol staff and for the police and all those working 
to restore order and public safety. The peaceful transi-
tion of power is one of the hallmarks of this great nation. 
In this troubling moment, we must recommit ourselves 
to the values and principles of our democracy and come 
together as one nation under God. I entrust all of us to 
the heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary. May she guide us in 
the ways of peace, and obtain for us wisdom and the 
grace of a true patriotism and love of country.”    
  

My dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
As we recently witnessed the chaos and outrage that 
occurred at our Nation’s Capitol, let us turn to God as 
we pray for unity and an end to the destructive division 
that is impacting our society.  I ask that all commit to 
praying the Rosary this New Year as we direct our 
prayers to the intercession of Our Lady, the Immaculate 
Conception.  In humility, let us pray for peace and for 
the conversion of our Nation. 

 
Our Lady, Patroness of the United States and Mother of 
the Church, pray for us! 

Bishop Myron J. Cotta 

Below are statements and reactions to the horrific 
events of January 6th at the Nation’s Capitol. Our Nation 
desperately needs prayer, and the intercession of our 
Blessed Mother.  Peace and unity must be strong within 
the Church, and shine outwards to a troubled world. 

In an effort to inform the faithful 
about the COVID-19 vaccine, the 
Stockton Diocese has gathered 
resources about the vaccine on 
their website. Through the newly 
developed webpage, you can find 
updated information provided by 

the USCCB and the CDC.  An excerpt from the December 
14 statement by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, chairman of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) 
Committee on Doctrine, and Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-
Life Activities, is as follows:  “In view of the gravity of 
the current pandemic and the lack of availability of 
alternative vaccines, the reasons to accept the new 
COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna are 
sufficiently serious to justify their use, despite their 
remote connection to morally compromised cell lines.” 
The statement explains how these cell lines were used 
in some minimal testing, not in producing the vaccine. 
 
“Receiving one of the COVID-19 vaccines ought to be 
understood as an act of charity toward the other and 
most vulnerable members of our community.  In this 
way, being vaccinated safely against COVID-19 should 
be considered an act of love toward our neighbor and 
part of our moral responsibility for the common good.” 
 
At the same time, the bishops also warned that 
Catholics “must be on guard so that the new COVID-19 
vaccines do not desensitize us or weaken our 
determination to oppose the evil of abortion itself and 
the subsequent use of fetal cells in research.” 
 
To read the full statement by the Bishops, please go to 
the Stockton Diocese or USCCB Websites. 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the souls of   

Carlos Balbuena 
Mary Ann Sanders 

   May their souls, and the souls of all the dear 
departed, through the mercy of God,  

rest in peace. 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Jackie Boling-Tucker 

Bernice Budowich 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeveria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Lois Marzocchi 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 

All Parishioners please note: 
 Mass Schedule ~ St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

If it rains or snows, we can still 
hear Fr. Banka celebrate Mass ! 

 

 Come to church at a scheduled Mass time 

 Park at the Parish Hall or on Jackson St. 

 Tune your car radio to 106.7 FM 

 Stay warm and dry in your car, and listen 

to Mass on your car radio 

 Fr. Banka will distribute communion to 

you in your car 

NEW Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Closed 12:30 to 1:00 pm for lunch 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is one of the 
most important African-American 
leaders in U.S. history and one of the 
iconic figures of the civil rights 
movement in the United States during 
the 1950s and 1960s.  King's fight 
against discrimination and segregation 

changed American history and gave hope to millions of a 
future of equality. 
 
One of the most inspiring moments of King's life was his 
"I Have a Dream" speech, where he stated, "I have a 
dream that my four children will one day live in a nation 
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin 
but by the content of their character." 
 
King's call for racial equality is echoed in the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church.  "Created in the image of the one 
God and equally endowed with rational souls, all men 
have the same nature and the same origin.  Redeemed 
by the sacrifice of Christ, all are called to participate in 
the same divine beatitude: all therefore enjoy an equal 
dignity."  (CCC 1934).  
 
Recent events demonstrate that we still have much work 
to do to achieve the racial equality of which King 
dreamed.  It is clear that the wounds and effects of 
slavery and segregation remain enormous challenges 
facing our country, its citizens, and its policymakers. 
 
Yet, while the struggle began by Dr. Martin Luther King 
and others continues, Pope Francis reminds us not to 
lose hope: "Building a nation calls us to recognize that 
we must constantly relate to others, rejecting a mindset 
of hostility in order to adopt one of reciprocal 
subsidiarity, in a constant effort to do our best.  I am 
confident that we can do this." 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Monday, January 18 

© CA Catholic Conference 



 

 

January 17, 2021                                                           Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                       

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday January 18 ~ Sunday January 24 

Monday: Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9, 10c;  
 Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-2, 15-17; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 7:25 - 8:6; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: Heb 8:3-13; Ps 85:8, 10-14; Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9;  
 Mk 3:20-21 
Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31;  
 Mk 1:14-20 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday January 17 ~ Saturday January 23 
Sunday:  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day; Week of Prayer 
 for Christian Unity begins 
Tuesday: Julian Calendar Theophany (Epiphany) 
Wednesday:  St. Fabian; St. Sebastian 
Thursday: St. Agnes 
Friday: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 
 Unborn Children 
Saturday: St. Vincent; St. Marianne Cope 

Saturday January 16 ~ Sunday January 24 
Saturday   
           OLMC  3:00 pm  No Intentions  
Sunday 9:00 am Carlos Balbuena   (Birthday) 
   Cynthia Schlosser  
   Deceased members of the YLI  
 11:00 am Roberto Rocha  
   Alicia Sanchez  
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  Mike Schirmer  

  Roberto Rocha   
Wednesday  12:00 pm Steve Arrington  
  Roberto Rocha  
Thursday       12:00 pm Thomas & Rosalinda Moitoso  
  Roberto Rocha  
Friday            12:00 pm Robert Julian  
  Lizbeth Gutierrez  
  Victor Espinosa  
Saturday 
            OLMC 3:00 pm    No Intentions 
Sunday  9:00 am Gay Vineman                        
     Joan Holland   
 11:00 am   Roberto Rocha    
    Alicia Sanchez  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray the Nine Days for Life Novena  
January 21-29, 2021 

 
 
9 Days for Life is a Novena for the protection of human 
life. Each day’s intention is accompanied by a short 
reflection and suggested actions to help build a culture 
of life.   
 
To sign up, go to www.respectlife.org/9-days-for-life and 
click on “Sign Up.” Then the intention for each day of the 
Novena will be delivered to you by email or text. 

 Weekly 
Goal 

$ 10,000 

1-3-21    
Week 1 

1-10-21    
Week 2 

January 
Totals             

to date                          

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $4,452 $6,242 $10,694 

OLMC $445 $1,487 $1,932 

E-giving $400 $1,250 $1,650  

Total  $5,297 $8,979 $14,276 

LAST YEAR $10,697 $7,754 $18,451 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $407 $193 $600 

OLMC $25 $100 $125 

Total $432 $293 $725 

Additional from last week: 
Christmas:  St. Pat’s $125 

Solemnity of Mary:  St. Pat’s $100; OLMC $100 
Parish Services:  OLMC $2,030 

Please support your Parish during these difficult times. 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 



 

 


