
 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
Masses 
are held 
Outdoors 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 

Mission Church 
11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 

Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass is  
held 
Outdoors 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Jan DePaoli,  
           Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

  

. . . in our Parish 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
As we continue our celebration of the Christmas season, 
I would like to wish all of you - clergy, religious and laity - 
a Happy New Year filled with God’s blessings!  
 
On January 1, we honored Mary as Mother of God and 
entrusted the New Year to her maternal protection. As 
we continue to face the reality of the pandemic, with all 
of its “ups and downs,” let us do so with a steadfast 
spirit. All of us know without a doubt that the ups and 
downs will surely come, but we must not allow fear to 
get a foothold in our lives. We now have the lived 
experience of 2020 behind us and it gave us the insight 
to seriously, and prayerfully, prioritize our everyday lives 
with God at the center of it all. With fortitude, patience 
and inspiration we have avoided, by God’s grace, what 
could have been an experience of spiritual paralysis. As 
we begin this year, the call to holiness must be our 
priority throughout 2021. With a renewed prayer life, 
this call to holiness can be ignited as we acknowledge sin 
in our lives, repent and work toward ongoing conversion.  
 
To grow in holiness is key to the spiritual life. A prayerful 
and holy life will help us to face and cope with the 
present health crisis. For many of us, the past several 
months have prompted us to reflect on how the 
pandemic has impacted parish life. I would like to share 
with you the following words taken from the booklet 
entitled Finding Christ in the Crisis.  
 
“The cross of this time of pandemic is difficult, but our 
Christian response is not fear-mongering, nor is it a 
dismissive attitude. Rather, it is the position of hope that 
looks confidently for Christ in the midst of any suffering 
and responds in love. The Christian journey is the way of 
charity, service and sacrifice.”  
 
Focusing on these three key areas will be all important in 
the New Year. Another point presented in Finding Christ 
in the Crisis is a warning referred to as spiritual 
narcissism.  
 
“It can be tempting to focus solely on our own spiritual 
lives and neglect the needs of others, whether it be their 
physical health or their spiritual well-being. This 
temptation is spiritual narcissism.”  
 
This type of narcissism has the capacity to deaden or 
extinguish all charity, heartfelt service and any true 
sense of sacrifice in the Christian life and that of the 

parish community. The Catholic way of life is not only 
about a “Me and Jesus” spirituality, but one that 
acknowledges the love, and recognizes the presence of 
Jesus, in our neighbor!  
 
“Spiritual narcissism can manifest itself in those who 
think that holiness comes only from frequent reception 
of the sacraments, and who, as a result, demand the 
sacraments as a right (not a gift), no matter the cost.”  
 
This attitude closes in on itself and does not contribute 
to the greater good. It is not what we need at this time. 
What is essential is an attitude of selflessness, the 
attitude of Jesus. To help us along the way, and as a 
means to avoid this narrow and negative attitude in the 
New Year, Pope Francis has dedicated this year to St. 
Joseph. St. Joseph’s way of life is a great model for us. He 
teaches us how to be selfless and to be concerned with 
the care of the other as he did in loving and caring for 
Jesus and Mary. May St. Joseph, the patron saint of the 
Universal Church and protector of the Holy Family, grant 
special graces to all, especially, the families of our 
Diocese of Stockton. May God strengthen and renew us 
in mind and spirit so to empower us to grow in holiness 
and to fulfill our role as missionary disciples of the New 
Evangelization. Let this be our resolution throughout this 
Year of the Lord, 2021. 
 
A blessed and Happy New Year to all!  Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us. St. Joseph, Husband of Mary and 
Guardian of the Redeemer, pray for us. 
In the Peace of Christ, 
Bishop Myron J. Cotta 

Finding Christ  
in the Crisis:   

What the Pandemic 
Can Teach Us  

 
Authors: Fr. Harrison 
Ayre and Michael R. 
Heinlein 
 
Available at the OSV 
Catholic Bookstore 
(www. osvcatholic 
bookstore.com) 
 
And on Amazon.com 



 

 

Monday 1/11 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Tuesday 1/12 - Friday 1/15 ~ Daily Mass 12:00 pm 
                               St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 1/16 ~ Vigil Mass,  3:00 pm  
                   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 1/17 ~ Masses at 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
                              St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

January 10, 2021                                                                           The Baptism of the Lord 

All Services listed below are held OUTDOORS  
until further notice 

The Year of St. Joseph 
December 8, 2020 - December 8, 2021 

Plenary Indulgences 
 
Pope Francis has issued a decree 
launching a special year dedicated to St. 

Joseph coinciding with the 150th anniversary of his 
declaration as Patron of the Catholic Church, hailing him 
as a model of fatherhood and a key intercessor in 
modern times. The decree outlined several instances in 
which faithful will be able to obtain a plenary indulgence 
in relation to the Year of St. Joseph, provided they meet 
the usual conditions of going to confession, receiving the 
Eucharist, and praying for the intentions of the pope.  
 
According to the document, a plenary indulgence will be 
available under these conditions: 
 

 To those who meditate on the Our Father prayer for 
at least 30 minutes or take part in a spiritual retreat 
of at least one day that includes a meditation on St. 
Joseph 

 To those who perform a corporal or spiritual work of 
mercy 

 To families or engaged couples who recite the rosary 
together 

 To those who entrust their daily work to St. Joseph 
and those who ask St. Joseph to intercede for the 
unemployed 

 To those who recite a prayer to St. Joseph (the 
litanies of St. Joseph in Latin rite, or Akathistos to St. 
Joseph in the Byzantine rite, or any other prayer to 
St. Joseph) for the relief of Christians persecuted 
both inside and outside of the Church 

 To the faithful who recite “any legitimately approved 
prayer or act of piety in honor of St. Joseph,” with an 
encouragement to do so on the March 19 and May 1 
feasts of St. Joseph, the Feast of the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, the Byzantine celebration of 
St. Joseph’s Sunday, and on the 19th of every month 
and on every Wednesday, which has been dedicated 
to St. Joseph in the Latin rite 

 To the elderly, sick, dying and those legitimately 
unable to leave the house, who recite an act of piety 
to St. Joseph under his title of Comfort of the Sick 
and Patron of a happy death, provided they offer 
their discomfort to God and fulfill the conditions for 
the indulgence “as soon as possible” 
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What is a Plenary Indulgence? 
What is this ancient practice of offering indulgences 
through prayer and penance and what is needed to 
receive them? An indulgence is not a quick ticket to 
heaven, as St. John Paul II once said; rather, it is an aid 
for the real conversion that leads to eternal happiness. 
Sins are forgiven through the sacrament of penance, but 
then there is a kind of punishment still due the sinner. 
The pope had said the “temporal” punishment that 
remains after forgiveness is a grace aimed at wiping 
away the “residues of sin,” offering the reformed sinner 
the chance of complete healing through “a journey of 
purification” that can take place in this life or in 
purgatory. No one but God knows for certain when a 
plenary indulgence is actually gained, because only He 
knows whether a person's dispositions are adequate.  
 
One norm for such dispositions is that "all attachment to 
sin, even venial sin, be absent." The three usual external 
conditions necessary to gain a plenary indulgence are 
sacramental confession, Eucharistic Communion, and 
prayer for the intentions of the Pope. 
 
The granting of an indulgence by the church is “the 
expression of the church’s full confidence of being heard 
by the Father when, in view of Christ’s merits and, by 
His gift, those of Our Lady and the saints, she asks Him 
to mitigate or cancel the painful aspect of punishment 
by fostering its medicinal aspect through other channels 
of grace,” the late pope said. An indulgence, then, is the 
result of the abundance of God’s mercy, which He offers 
to humanity through Jesus Christ and through the 
church. But this gift cannot be received automatically or 
simply by fulfilling a few exterior requirements nor can 
it be approached with a superficial attitude, St. John 
Paul said. The reception of an indulgence depends on 
“our turning away from sin and our conversion to God.” 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Jackie Boling-Tucker 

Bernice Budowich 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeveria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Lois Marzocchi 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 

All Parishioners please note: 
 Mass Schedule ~ St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Get to know the members of the  

St. Patrick’s  

Pastoral Council 

 
This completes our series on the wonderful members of 
St. Patrick’s Pastoral Council.   
 
The Pastoral Council of St. Patrick’s Parish provides 
thoughtful advice to the Pastor on all the practical 
matters of parish life.  All members are available to hear 
parishioner thoughts and needs, as well as to help in 
communicating the Pastor’s plans to the parish at large. 
The St. Patrick’s Pastoral Council members in Sonora 
have virtual meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30 pm.  Your input is always welcome .  

 
Bill (Rudy) Ruiz 

Bill (Rudy) has been on the Council for 
over 3 years.  He brings with him much 
institutional knowledge as he has been 
a member of the Diocesan Council and 
actively worked on the development of 
the Diocese of Stockton’s Synod 
Decrees.  He and his wife Cathi are 
active in the community and spend 
much time with their loving family.  

 

Dina Pinocchio 
Dina is a long-time parishioner at St. 
Patrick’s,  an educator at Sonora High 
School, and belongs to a large, loving 
family that is very active in the 
community.  
 

 
 
Richard Roe 

Richard is a well-respected educator 
at Sonora High School and does a 
great job in ensuring the needs and 
concerns of our youth are addressed 
in Parish Council considerations.   
 
 
 

 
We hope you’ve enjoyed this series!  

The next time you see a Parish Council member, please 
feel free to speak with them about any concerns, ideas,  

or kudos you may have regarding St. Patrick’s Parish. 

If it rains or snows, we can still 
hear Fr. Banka celebrate Mass ! 

 

 Come to church at a scheduled Mass time 

 Park at the Parish Hall or on Jackson St. 

 Tune your car radio to 106.7 FM 

 Stay warm and dry in your car, and listen 

to Mass on your car radio 

 Fr. Banka will distribute communion to 

you in your car 

NEW Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Closed 12:30 to 1:00 pm for lunch 



 

 

January 10, 2021                                                                           The Baptism of the Lord                                                     

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday January 11 ~ Sunday January 17 

Monday: Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1, 2b, 6, 7c, 9; Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11: Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8;  
 Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17 
Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10;  
 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday January 10 ~ Saturday January 16 
Sunday:  The Baptism of the Lord 
Monday: First Week in Ordinary Time begins 
Wednesday:  St. Hilary 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

For now, Reconciliation is available only by 
appointment.  Please call the Parish Office if 
you wish to schedule a confession time with 
Fr. Banka. 

Saturday January 9 ~ Sunday January 17 
Saturday   
           OLMC  3:00 pm Dan Froseth (Healing)  
Sunday 9:00 am Patricia Fernandez  
    (Happy Birthday!) 
   Thomas Merel  
 11:00 am Roberto Rocha  
   Alicia Sanchez  
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  Ramirez Family 

  Roberto Rocha   
Wednesday  12:00 pm Thomas E. Johnson  
  Roberto Rocha  
Thursday       12:00 pm Joanne Withers  
  Roberto Rocha  
Friday            12:00 pm Carlos Balbuena (Birthday) 
  Roberto Rocha  
Saturday 
            OLMC 3:00 pm    No Intentions 
Sunday  9:00 am Carlos Balbuena (Birthday)                       
     Cynthia Schlosser  
    Deceased members of the YLI   
 11:00 am   Roberto Rocha    
    Alicia Sanchez  

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

12-27-20    
Week 52 

December 
Totals 

1-3-21  
Week 1                           

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $4,505 $23,880 $2,380 

OLMC $1,443 $5,704 $445 

E-giving $1,345 $3,945 $400  

Total  $7,293 $33,529 $3,225 

LAST YEAR $7,773 $34,911 $10,697 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $0 $501 $407 

OLMC $15 $210 $25 

Total $15 $711 $432 

Christmas:  St. Pat’s $15,0433; OLMC $1,954 
Solemnity of Mary:  St. Pat’s $1,544; OLMC $375 

Parish Services:  St. Pat’s $258; OLMC $290 
Please support your Parish during these difficult times. 

The Baptism of the Lord 
January 10, 2021 

 
Today’s Feast marks the 
conclusion of the Christmas 
Season and the beginning of 
Ordinary Time.  It’s a feast of 

transition from Jesus’ hidden life to that of His public 
ministry.  It also echoes the theme of the Epiphany in 
that the Baptism of the Lord is another manifestation 
announcing Jesus’ divinity to all of His first followers and 
to the disciples of John the Baptist. As He emerged from 
the waters, “Heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.  And a 
voice came from Heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with 
you I am well pleased.’”   
 
This manifestation of the sonship and divinity of Jesus 
took place in a physical, audible and visible form so that 
all present would know, without question, that Jesus 
was the Son of the Father.  Thus, His baptism is a way in 
which the Father introduced His Son and His Son’s 
mission to the world.  



 

 


