
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
Masses 
are held 
Outdoors 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass is  
held 
Outdoors 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Jan DePaoli,  
           Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

 

. . . in our Parish 



 

 

 “If today you hear God's voice, harden not your hearts.” 
Words from the Psalm for Sunday. 
 
As a composer, I can understand some of the devices I 
might use to make a musical setting of this Psalm. But 
when I hear them I don't really concentrate on any one 
or the other word. I am taken away by their meaning. 
 
Sunday's Readings give a similar command. We are told 
to hear with our hearts the word of God, not to get 
sidetracked. 
 
By what? 
 
The First Reading offers an answer. Moses quotes God’s 
words: 

“I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their kin, and will put my 
words into his mouth.” 

 
Moses has acted as intermediary between God and the 
people, and now they are promised another mediator 
between them and the God they fear. 
 
Fear? 

 
Yes. If you have a bible 
handy, look at people’s 
reaction to God's gift of 
the ten commandments 
(Exodus 19:16). There the 
Lord descended upon 
Mount Sinai in great fire 
and thunder and the blare 
of trumpets! The people 
understandably became 
afraid and trembled and 
stood far off. 
   

“Don't make us listen to that voice again, or see that 
great fire again, because we might die from it.” 
 
In today’s First Reading, Moses reminds them of this 
reaction. Fear had frightened the people away from God. 
They did not even hear the word of God because dread 
had deadened their hearts. 
 
Do we ever find God too large and threatening for our 
small selves? Do we ever want to ignore such a voice, 

especially when it is speaking commandments that go 
against what we find much easier? 
 
Television and so many movies depict the joys of sins 
that make them part of the landscape and hard to resist! 
We can be lured. Maybe we take the name of the Lord 
our God in vain. Or miss Mass on Sunday. Or—you know 
the rest—dishonor our parents or desire to commit 
adultery, or steal or lie, or lust after already committed 
wives or husbands in spite of their relationships—or 
ours. Isn’t such behavior common in today’s world? 
 
But God’s voice is a lure also, especially as it evokes the 
psalm setting, as in the Second Reading. We are to be 
wrapped in the luxury of God’s words, to bask in the 
beauty of a love that only wants our own good. St Paul 
says, “I should like you to be free of anxieties.” 
 
So, would we have been afraid of Jesus as well? In the 
Gospel, we find him teaching “as one having authority.” I 
suppose the answer, then, is yes. He drove a devil out of 
the man in the synagogue, who, notice, was violently 
afraid, no joke about it. Jesus gave a command and “the 
unclean spirit convulsed [the man] and with a loud cry 
came out of him.” 
 
Notice: God and Jesus become stern for our good, not 
because they are destroyers. Destruction is what they 
are trying to get us to leave behind. 
 
We sing joyfully to the Lord, as the psalm says. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All rebukes from the Lord are for our own good. If today 
we hear God’s voice and listen to it and don’t harden our 
hearts out of fear, maybe we will find this out. 
 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. Foley 

©2021 Fr. John Foley, SJ  
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Monday 2/1 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Tuesday 2/2 - Friday 2/5 ~ Daily Mass 12:00 pm 
                               St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 2/6 ~ Vigil Mass, 3:00 pm  
                   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
                   Parish Services Collection 

Sunday 2/7 ~ Masses at 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
                          St. Patrick’s, Sonora 
                          Parish Services Collection 

January 31, 2021                                                             Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

All Services listed below are held OUTDOORS  
until further notice 

© 2021 Franciscan Media 

In an effort to inform the faithful 
about the COVID-19 vaccine, the 
Stockton Diocese has gathered 
resources about the vaccine on their 
website, where you can find updated 
information provided by the USCCB 

and the CDC.  An excerpt from the December 14 
statement by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, chairman of the 
USCCB Committee on Doctrine, and Archbishop Joseph 
F. Naumann, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on 
Pro-Life Activities, is as follows:  “In view of the gravity 
of the current pandemic and the lack of availability of 
alternative vaccines, the reasons to accept the new 
COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna are 
sufficiently serious to justify their use, despite their 
remote connection to morally compromised cell lines.” 
The statement explains how these cell lines were used 
in some minimal testing, not in producing the vaccine. 
 
“Receiving one of the COVID-19 vaccines ought to be 
understood as an act of charity toward the other and 
most vulnerable members of our community.  In this 
way, being vaccinated safely against COVID-19 should 
be considered an act of love toward our neighbor and 
part of our moral responsibility for the common good.” 
 
At the same time, the bishops also warned that 
Catholics “must be on guard so that the new COVID-19 
vaccines do not desensitize us or weaken our 
determination to oppose the evil of abortion itself and 
the subsequent use of fetal cells in research.” 
 
To read the full statement by the Bishops, please go to: 
www.stocktondiocese.org/covid19vaccine  OR 
www.usccb.org/resources/moral-considerations-
regarding-new-covid-19-vaccines-1 

Feast of The Presentation of the Lord 
(Candlemas) February 2 

 
On February 2nd the Church celebrates the Feast of the 
Presentation of Jesus in the temple. The Presentation, 
which is celebrated 40 days after Christmas, is not 
mentioned in the other Gospels. Only Luke tells the 
story, most likely because he writes for Gentile 
Christians who are not familiar with the Jewish rite of 
presentation and purification. Under the Mosaic Law, a 
woman was ritually “unclean” for 40 days after 
childbirth, when she was to present herself to the 
priests and offer sacrifice—her “purification.” Contact 
with anyone who had brushed against mystery—birth 
or death—excluded a person from Jewish worship. This 
feast emphasizes Jesus’ first appearance in the Temple 
more than Mary’s purification. In addition, the intent of 
Luke’s Gospel is to show that God’s promise to Israel, 
fulfilled in Jesus, extends to Gentiles. 
 

Luke recognizes Joseph and 
Mary as faithful Jews who 
bring Jesus to the Temple in 
Jerusalem. Here they 
present their firstborn son 
to the Lord. Jesus is thus 
consecrated as required by 
the Law of Moses. Present 
in the temple at this time 
are Simeon and Anna. Both 
are waiting the restoration 
of God’s rule in Israel. 

 
Simeon had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he 
would see Christ the Lord, the Messiah, before he died. 
The holy man immediately recognized the infant Jesus 
as the promised Savior, a “light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” Anna also 
recognized Jesus as the fulfillment of the promise of 
redemption and spoke about Him to all. 
 
The observance spread throughout the Western 
Church in the fifth and sixth centuries. Because the 
Church in the West celebrated Jesus’ birth on 
December 25, the Presentation was moved to February 
2, 40 days after Christmas. At the beginning of the 
eighth century, Pope Sergius inaugurated a candlelight 
procession; at the end of the same century the blessing 
and distribution of candles which continues to this day 
became part of the celebration, giving the feast its 
popular name: Candlemas. 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

For now, Reconciliation is available only by 
appointment.  Please call the Parish Office if 
you wish to schedule a confession time with 
Fr. Banka. 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Lois Marzocchi 
   May her soul, and the souls of all the dear 

departed, through the mercy of God,  
rest in peace. 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Jackie Boling-Tucker 

Bernice Budowich 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeveria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 

 

All Parishioners please note: 
 Mass Schedule ~ St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

If it rains or snows, we can still 
hear Fr. Banka celebrate Mass ! 

 

 Come to church at a scheduled Mass time 

 Park at the Parish Hall or on Jackson St. 

 Tune your car radio to 106.7 FM 

 Stay warm and dry in your car, and listen 

to Mass on your car radio 

 Fr. Banka will distribute communion to 

you in your car 

Church Keepers   
A new ministry at OLMC 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
 

Welcome to  
Our Lady’s Church Keepers! 

Some of us would like to form a group which is dedicated 
to the liturgical  preparations of our lovely church.  There 
are many different ways you can help in this ministry:  
*Meet up on Thursdays from 1 to 3 to discuss, plan and 
implement ideas for decor (after Covid-19 restrictions 
are lifted).  
*Donate an indoor plant . 
*Help with Christmas and Easter set up and dismantling. 
*Volunteer to be responsible for one month each year.     
   A sign up sheet is ready.  
*Work from home on projects like wall hangings and the 
   Sunday quote board.  
*Dedicate a plant used for Christmas and Easter. 
   
Present Needs:  
As we are in Ordinary time, an indoor plant donation 
would be very helpful.  
 
February 17 is Ash Wednesday.  A volunteer is needed 
for Sunday quotes for  part of or all of Lent.  
 
Please call us with your interest and ideas.   
Ellen Jeffrey: 209-962-7617 or 209-840-7043    
Susan Maki:  209-770-6295 
We will let you know the needs for each  liturgical 
season.    Any and all help and suggestions are welcome! 

Fr. Banka and the Pastoral Council 
would like to send cards of Easter joy to 
those who are homebound or residents 
of assisted living facilities.  If you know 
of someone who would enjoy receiving 
such a card, please send their name and 
mailing address to the Parish office.  



 

 

January 31, 2021                                                             Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time                     

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday February 1 ~ Sunday February 7 

Monday: Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20-24; Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18; 
 Lk 2:22-40 [22-32] 
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 
 17-18a; Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24; Ps 48:2-4, 9-11;  
 Mk 6:7-13 
Friday: Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9; Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-6;  
 Mk 6:30-34 
Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7; Ps 147:1-6; 1 Cor 9:16-19,  
 22-23; Mk 1:29-39 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday January 31 ~ Saturday February 6 
Sunday:  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Catholic Schools Week 
Tuesday: The Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas) 
Wednesday:  St. Ansgar; St. Blaise, Blessing of Throats 
Friday: St. Agatha; First Friday 
Saturday: St. Paul Miki and companions;  
 First Saturday 
 

Saturday January 30 ~ Sunday February 7 
Saturday   
           OLMC  3:00 pm  No Intentions  
Sunday 9:00 am Alicia Diaz  
   Ines Bandera  
 11:00 am Roberto Rocha  
   Raul Gamboa  
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  Joyce Roché  

  Roberto Rocha   
Wednesday  12:00 pm Maryanne Sanders  
  Roberto Rocha  
  Joe Cresto  
Thursday       12:00 pm Roberto Rocha  
  Gerardo & Gaby Diaz   
   (Anniversary) 
Friday            12:00 pm Roberto Rocha  
  Rafael Tovalin  
Saturday 
            OLMC 3:00 pm    No Intentions 
Sunday  9:00 am Matt Cushman                        
     Maryanne Sanders   
 11:00 am   Roberto Rocha    
    Alicia Sanchez  

Weekly 
Goal 

$ 10,000 

1-3-21    
Week 1 

1-10-21    
Week 2 

January 
Totals             

to date                          

1-17-21    
Week 3 

1-24-21   
Week 4 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $4,452 $6,242 $22,580 $7,092 $4,794 

OLMC $445 $1,487 $8,493 $786 $5,775 

E-giving $400 $1,250 $3,730  $1,325 $755 

Total  $5,297 $8,979 $33,293 $9,203 $9,814 

LAST YEAR $10,697 $7,754 $30,145 $5,585 $6,109 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $407 $193 $3,280 $2,640 $40 

OLMC $25 $100 $140 $15 $0 

Total $432 $293 $3,420 $2,655 $40 

Church in Latin America:  St. Pat’s $477; OLMC $56 
Please keep supporting your Parish during these difficult times. 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

This Sunday, January 31st, 
marks the 8th anniversary 
of the death of Raul 
Gamboa.   
 
The Gamboa family wishes 
to express their gratitude 
for all the kind words and 
prayers over the years. 

 

May perpetual light 

shine upon him. 



 

 


