
 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
Masses 
are held 
Outdoors 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass is  
held 
Outdoors 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Jan DePaoli,  
           Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

  

. . . in our Parish 
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Copyright © 2020 John B. Foley, SJ. All Rights Reserved. 
Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or 
parish use.  

Love always wants to share itself. 
 
This is surely why God chose to create; God, who is Love, 
making planets and black holes and galaxy clusters, and 
bestowing His very self upon every microscopic atom of 
the exhaustive creation He had made. What a privilege 
for us, what a gift. Surely this would have been enough. 
 
But planets and asteroids could not receive God actively. 
They could not decide to let God in and then willingly 
love God in return. Their reception was passive, a 
consequence of their rough, craggy existence, being 
exactly what they were (are) created to be, but no more. 
 
So God thought up a miraculously intricate trail by which 
something called LIFE could come about. He chose a 
diminutive blue planet circulating insignificantly around 
a small star in what some folks would call the Milky Way, 
millions of years later. It was a new beginning. It was 
Life. Life eked its way out of the seas and onto land. And 
then into trees, skies, rocky shores and more. It took as 
its home the highest mountains, the coldest high specks 
of space, the hottest flaming deserts, and even the 
deepest oceans. God loved this abundant "Life" in the 
way a mother loves her children. 
 
If you could have taken one look at the dinosaurs and 
apes and fishes and birds, you would have seen that 
these miraculous creations could have been enough. 
They were alive. What a delight. And God enwrapped 
them in love, a love in which they basked without 
knowing it. But there was still more room. God’s 
overflow of love sought out even more space for being 
received. 
 
A very interesting thing happened. God scooped out an 
openness in some living creatures so that they could 
actively receive the affectionate love that God was 
bestowing upon them, and now could return love to 
God. As a result, the human race—slowly, cumbrously—
doddered into being. Don’t ask me the number of Cro-
Magnon species that came to be, or how hunting turned 
into farming and cooking, how weaving and building and 
fences and fire came onto the scene. They did. And God 
took time to deepen within humans a spiritual hollow by 
which they could actually, even in fear and distraction, 
receive God’s Glory. Not passively like a rock receives the 
sun, but actively and knowingly, welcoming unto 
themselves the gratuity of God’s life, love and presence. 

We are those human beings. Each 
of us is able to open up, wading at 
the apex of such a long history of 
God's love for us. Advent is a 
treasured time to ask quietly, 
humbly, how we will love in 
return. Will we take time to 
treasure the openness deep 
within? Will we let it thrive? It 
would mean bringing patience to 

bear on our nervous, ever worrisome life, letting God’s 
presence be enough when we can. Presently, we are 
called to a way of patient listening and waiting instead of 
simply “going to church.” Would that be enough? 
 
Not yet. What if God’s tender love wanted to make its 
way out of the church and into the world? Wouldn’t it 
start (or continue) with the birth of the child Jesus? And 
shouldn’t we carry such love, now within our hearts, out 
to the whole world? 
 Fr. John Foley, SJ 

First Sunday of Advent, and St. Patrick’s first Sunday 
Mass held outdoors!  We transformed an ordinary 
parking lot into a holy place, a sanctuary for all to 
worship our Lord and receive the Holy Eucharist.  Please 
join us for Sunday Mass.  Dress warmly, bring a chair, 
and enjoy this special time outdoors with Jesus.  We 
pray this is a temporary measure, but are so grateful we 
can safely celebrate the Mass together as a community. 



 

 

Monday 12/7 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Tuesday 12/8 - Friday 12/11 ~ Daily Mass 12:00 pm 
                               St. Patrick’s, Sonora 
                       OUTDOORS: In front of the Church 

Saturday 12/12 ~ Vigil Mass at 3:00 pm 
                               Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
                               OUTDOORS: In the Church Parking Lot 

Sunday 12/13 ~ Masses at 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
                              St. Patrick’s, Sonora 
           OUTDOORS:  In the Parish Hall lower Parking Lot 

December 6, 2020                                                                         Second Sunday of Advent 

St. Patrick’s Parish  

Christmas shopping  

After all Masses on Sunday December 6! 
 
You can buy some yummy Beef or Chicken Burritos after 
all Masses on December 6, for only $7.00 each.  Burritos 
reheat beautifully, so you can pick-up lunch for the 
whole family, and help your Parish! 
 
Christmas Baskets will be available for  sale after all 
Masses starting on December 6, and will continue to be 
on sale until they are gone.  Don’t wait, because these 
tend to sell quickly.  They make wonderful Christmas 
gifts!  
 
St. Patrick’s Crucifixes will be on sale after all Masses 
on December 6.  These crosses were made from the 
wood of the massive doors of our historic church.  These 
same doors were blessed as “Holy Doors of Mercy” in 
2017, so the wood of these crosses is very special.  Rain, 
sun, and time took its toll on the old doors, and they 
were replaced in 2019. 

Please take this opportunity to get some unique gift 
items, and help out your Parish during this difficult time. 
 
If you have any questions, please call the Parish Office. 

All Parishioners please note: 
 Mass Schedule ~ St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

This year our Advent Giving Tree is dedicated to 
assisting the good work done by the Foothill Pregnancy 
Center.  Here are the items they especially need: 

 
Baby Girl Outfits, 0-12 Months  
Size 6 or 7 Toddler Shoes, Boy or Girl 
Toddler Socks 
3- to 4-Year Old Outfits, Boy or Girl 
NO diapers are needed (they have plenty!) 
 

Please bring your unwrapped donations to the Parish 
Office before December 17th.   Thank you and may  God 
bless you for your generosity! 

The Immaculate Conception of Mary is 
one of the Marian dogmas of the Catholic 
Church, meaning that it is held to be a 
truth divinely revealed. Defined by Pope 
Pius IX in 1854, it states that Mary, 
through God's grace, was conceived free 
from the stain of original sin through her 
role as the Mother of God. 

“We declare, pronounce, and define that the doctrine 
which holds that the most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the 
first instance of her conception, by a singular grace and 
privilege granted by Almighty God, in view of the merits 
of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the human race, was 
preserved free from all stain of original sin, is a doctrine 
revealed by God and therefore to be believed firmly and 
constantly by all the faithful.”           Ineffablis Deus, 1854 

Tuesday, December 8  
Outdoor Mass at 12:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

Outdoor Mass at 3:00 pm, OLMC 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mariology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_IX
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_IX
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Original_sin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother_of_God


 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeveria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 
Bill Kiesling 

Lois Marzocchi 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 
Jackie Boling-Tucker 

Get to know the members of the  

St. Patrick’s  

Pastoral Council 

 
 

The Pastoral Council serves as an advisory council for 
the Pastor.  The Council assists the Pastor in articulating 
the vision for the parish through practical goals and 
objectives.  It investigates pastoral matters, considers 
them, and then proposes practical conclusions to the 
Pastor.  Council members welcome your thoughts and 
concerns regarding our parish life.  
 
In the weeks that follow, we will highlight one or more 
members of the Council, and let them tell you a little bit 
about themselves, particularly how they are coping 
with the difficulties of the pandemic.   
 

Raquel Diaz 
“One of the things I have 
been doing during the 
pandemic is give thanks to 
the Lord as soon as I wake 
up in the morning; also I 
have been praying the 
Rosary with my kids and 
my husband. When I feel 
overwhelmed with this 
situation that we all are 
dealing with (COVID-19/ 

pandemic), I pray to Mary as she is my go-to 
‘person.’  As our Mother she is always there for all of 
us; all we have to do is ask for her grace.” 
  

O Come, O Come Emmanuel!   
Emmanuel, meaning “God 
with us,” was born unto 
Mother Mary over 2000 
years ago on Christmas 
Day.  As we prepare to 
commemorate the birth 
of Jesus, let us look into 

our hearts.  Our Savior Jesus Christ is the Light of the 
World and is born spiritually into our hearts every day.  
How can we share this Light of Christ with others in our 
lives?  One way is to reach out to one another in 
PRAYER; let us be a light to one another as we anticipate 
celebrating in a special way the Light of our Savior on 
Christmas morning. 
  
At our recent Parish Council meeting, members 
discussed the idea of PRAYER PARTNERS.  What does this 
involve?  Anyone wishing to pray for another and to be 
prayed for in return is invited to send their name to me, 
Peggy Patin, a member of the Parish Council, at 
peggypatin@gmail.com.  If you do not have email, feel 
free to call the Parish Office at 209-532-7139 and leave a 
message for me.  I will match up people as prayer 
partners; each partner will pray for the other . . .  in 
general or for individual intentions; that is up to each 
prayer partner. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me.   
May our Advent be blessed!                       

Peggy Patin 
Parish Council Member 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
(Spanish: Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe), also known as the 
Virgin of Guadalupe (Spanish: 
Virgen de Guadalupe), is a 
Catholic title of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary associated with a 
series of five Marian apparitions 
to St. Juan Diego in December 
1531, and a venerated image on 
a cloak enshrined within the 
Basilica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in Mexico City. The 

basilica is the most visited Catholic pilgrimage site in the 
world, and the world's third most-visited sacred site. 
Pope Leo XIII granted the image a canonical coronation 
on October 12, 1895. 

mailto:peggypatin@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blessed_Virgin_Mary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blessed_Virgin_Mary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marian_apparition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica_of_Our_Lady_of_Guadalupe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica_of_Our_Lady_of_Guadalupe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Leo_XIII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonical_coronation


 

 

December 6, 2020                                                                         Second Sunday of Advent                                                     

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday December 7 ~ Sunday December 13 

Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; 
 Lk 1:26-38 
Wednesday:  Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday:      Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9, 10-13ab;  
 Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday:        Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab; 
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
Sunday:         Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54; 
 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28                                                                                                 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday December 6 ~ Saturday December 12 
Sunday:  Second Sunday of Advent 
Monday: St. Ambrose;  
 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
Tuesday: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
 Virgin Mary 
Wednesday:  St. Juan Diego 
Thursday: International Human Rights Day;  
 Hanukkah begins at sunset 
Friday: St. Damasus I 
Saturday: Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

11-22-20    
Week 47 

11-29-20 
Week 48 

November 
Totals                           

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $2,564 $3,167 $20,355 

OLMC $775 $425 $4,363 

E-giving $350 $815 $4,445  

Total  $3,689 $4,407 $29,163 

LAST YEAR $7,389 $7,035 $40,207 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $40 $50 $923 

OLMC $20 $0 $195 

Total $60 $50 $1,118 

Thanksgiving: St. Pat’s $515; OLMC $360 
Please keep supporting your Parish during this pandemic. 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Saturday December 5 ~ Sunday December 13 
Saturday (OLMC)  MASS OUTDOORS 
 3:00 pm  Lupe Diaz  
Sunday  MASSES OUTDOORS 
 7:30 am Anthony & Sandy Pallante   
   Angela Brown                        
   9:00 am Joan Holland  
   Gay Vaniman   
 11:00 am Lupe Diaz     
  Alicia Sanchez  

Daily Mass is OUTDOORS, in front of the church 
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  Souls in Purgatory  
  Jadon Lotz  
  Maria Negrete (Happy Birthday!) 

Wednesday  12:00 pm Souls in Purgatory  
  Margaret Wyman  
Thursday       12:00 pm Souls in Purgatory  
  Richard Westrup  
Friday             12:00 pm Souls in Purgatory  
  Gloria Bernard 
Saturday (OLMC)  MASS OUTDOORS 
 3:00 pm   Lupe Diaz  
    Alicia and Sofia Diaz  
Sunday    MASSES OUTDOORS   
  9:00 am Michael Railton                        
     Tete Arellano  
    Salvador Gamez   
                        11:00 am    Socorro Gandarilla   
    Alicia Sanchez   

 

 

 

 

The photos of our deceased loved ones, which were in 
the windows of the Parish Hall during November, may 
be picked up in the Parish Office.  If you haven’t already 
retrieved your photos, please remember to pick them 
up this week. 

The winners of our Cash Raffle from the postponed 
Christmas Fair were: 

Reggie Diaz ~ $50 
Leonard Cassaretto ~ $200 

Betty Martin ~ $500 

Congratulations to our winners, and a big thank you 
to everyone who participated! 



 

 


