
 

 

. . . in Our Parish 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 
Sonora, California 

St. Patrick’s 
Church 

127 Jackson St., Sonora, CA 

Mass Times: 

M-F 8:00 am 

Sat None 

Sun 8:00 am 
10:00 am 
12:00 pm 

       
  

Reconciliation 
  

  
By Appt. only 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 

Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

Mass Times:  

Sat 4:00 pm 

  
Reconciliation 

 By Appt. only 

Contact Us 
Office:   116 W. Bradford St., 
   Sonora, California  95370 

Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 8:30 - 4:00 

Fridays:   Closed  
Phone:  209-532-7139 
FAX:  209-817-8879 
Web:  www.StPatsSonora.org 
Email:   StPats@StPatsSonora.org 
Bulletin: GoodNews@StPatsSonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora:  209-532-7139 Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: 209-532-7139 Ext. 111 

Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator  
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Education 
Angela Cordes,  
    Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Jan DePaoli, Administrative Asst. 
 
Emergency Intercessions “8” 

“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 

On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you. Our hope is all who come to  
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel. 

If you would like more information about our parish, please visit our website at 
www.StPatsSonora.org.  If  you are new to the area, we encourage you to request a new 
member packet.  I would like to meet all of you.  I am available for appointments. 
Please call me at (209) 532-7139 ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.  God bless. 

          In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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There is a very powerful truth-telling device, as we saw 
two Sundays ago: the device called the story. 
 
Our brains love stories because they include events with 
“before-and-after” built right in, along with suspense, 
action, relationships and intercommunication; not to 
mention emotion and disappointment and elation and so 
on. These elements are the most like daily experience of 
any device we have in the language. 
 
So, this Sunday we will hear several tales of a vineyard. 
 
The first story tells about “a friend” who carefully built a 
vinery: clearing stones, building a watchtower, planting 
the choicest vines (First Reading). He even “hewed out a 
wine press.” But the vineyard yielded bad grapes. God 
tells the people of Jerusalem and Judah in vivid language 
that they themselves are this vineyard, and that He is 
going to destroy it and trample it down. They would not 
let God's love grow up among them. 
 
In the Gospel, Jesus embroiders this tale. In just one 
sentence He handles the part about planting a vineyard, 
digging out a wine press, building a tower. Then He goes 
further. 
 

In His version He says that the owner 
rents his rich vineyard to tenants, as 
was the custom, and he trusts them 
to raise choice grapes for him. In due 
season he sends his servants to 
collect the yield—which must have 
been great because the tenants 
dishonestly want to keep everything 

including the vineyard. But the tenants beat or stone or 
even kill the servants! 
 
Next, a surprising, seemingly implausible twist to the 
tale. The owner decides to send his own son, thinking 
that the tenants will surely respect him. Would you have 
done the same? Wouldn't you or I have said, “I will keep 
my family away from these criminals”? 
 
I surely would. But not the owner. He sends his only son 
into the trap and the tenants kill him. 
 
The details of the two stories are different, but isn't it the 
same story, about God punishing those who fail to 
produce? 

Actually the two parables are not the same. There is 
much, much more in the Gospel. Jesus hints at this 
afterwards: 

Did you never read in the Scriptures: 
The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; by the Lord 
has this been done, and it is wonderful in 
our eyes.  (Gospel) 

 
This is a new metaphor, and it is the key to the Gospel 
tale. It fills the story with dramatic new meaning. 
 
The son sent into the vineyard is Jesus himself!. 
 
He is to be rejected and killed, just as the prophets and 
the owner’s son were. But here is the difference: as 
God’s Son, He is entirely willing to go among the sinning 
people. He lives by compassion, so danger takes second 
place. 
 
If the main character in the Gospel were called Life, and 
it had its own choices to make, it would desire to turn 
into another being, one called Love. Life always yearns to 
go back to its source, the everlasting union called by that 
simple name, love. 
 
Greed and disregard stop this progress. True Life gets 
buried. It rises again when we look to Jesus on Sundays.  
 
He is love. He is there for us in our vineyard. 
 
God sent His own Son into the trap of human life not 
because life is perfect, but because love is. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

 Fr. John Foley, SJ 

For now, Reconciliation is available only by 
appointment.  Please call the Parish Office if 
you wish to schedule a confession time with 
Fr. Banka. 

Copyright © 2020, Fr. John Foley. All Rights Reserved. 
Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or 
parish use.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/100420.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/100420.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/100420.cfm#main-content


 

 

Monday 10/5 ~ Communion Service 8:00 am 
                              St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Tuesday - Friday, 10/6-10/9 ~ Daily Mass 8:00 am  
                                                       St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 10/10 ~  Mass at 4:00 pm 
                               Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
                               Second Collection - Respect Life Sunday                  

Sunday 10/11 ~ Masses at 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & Noon 
                           St. Patrick’s, Sonora 
                           Second Collection - Respect Life Sunday 

October 4, 2020                                          Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time                                 

We Have Begun Our New  
Religious Education Year! 

      Please see St. Patrick’s website for details 
and join us! 

 
www.stpatssonora.org 

Questions...Kathy Casas 770-5987 

Civil Dialogue:   
A response to Jesus’ call to Love our Neighbor 

As we enter an election cycle, it’s easy to get caught up 
in an emotional and determined effort to present our 
point of view.  But, we undermine our commitment to 
human life when we fail to see the dignity of those who 
have a different viewpoint.   We must turn away from 
the use of personal attacks, harsh language, and name 
calling, and seek a better path toward civil dialogue. 

What is the best way to express our point of view? 
Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, DC, 
offers the following seven ground rules for engaging in a 
civil dialogue: 

 Make sure everyone has an opportunity to speak. 

 Share your personal experience, not someone else’s. 

 Listen carefully and respectfully. Speak carefully and 
respectfully. Do not play the role of know- it-all, 
convincer or corrector. Remember that a dialogue is 
not a debate. 

 Don’t interrupt unless for clarification or time 
keeping. 

 Accept that no group or viewpoint has a complete 
monopoly on the truth. 

 “Be more ready to give a favorable interpretation to 
another’s statement than condemn it” (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church no. 2478, quoting St. Ignatius of 
Loyola). 

 Be cautious about assigning motives to another 
person or group. 

 
Presenting objective truths does not give us the right to 
be uncharitable or disrespectful. Pope Francis reminds us 
again and again that by engaging people in civil dialogue 
and “a culture of encounter” we are more apt to best 
represent the Church’s teachings, and to enable others 
to experience a “conversion of mind and heart.”  

October  
is  

Respect Life 
Month 

 
 

Please join us as we pray for 40 Days for Life so that our 
efforts will mark the beginning of the end of abortion.  
We meet on the corner of Greenley and Mono Way 
between the hours of 9:00 am and 5:00 pm EVERY 
MONDAY during the month of OCTOBER 2020.   
 
We also want to include in our prayers all the mothers  
who have had an abortion. We can't forget how much 
pain they are in, and they need to know that God 
forgives them, even if they can't forgive themselves.  We 
should always pray for the women who are considering 
abortion today. These women are scared, alone, and 
desperate. They need our compassion and support. They 
need to know that they are not alone and that they have 
other options.  They need to know that this decision, 
right now, is the biggest decision of their lives, and that 
abortion leads to a lifetime of regret.  
 
Call Carol Cashen at 209-213-9991 and advise if you can 
join us this year and your preferred prayer time. Our first 
Monday will be on October 5th and continue throughout 
the month.  Usually prayer times are for one hour each 
shift. We are planning on the support of other churches 
within Tuolumne County to join with us to pray together.  
We invite you to just come when you can and bring 
someone with you! Signs will be available at the location, 
and please return them after your use.   
 
Join us in prayer to protect the most innocent among us! 



 

 

David Costa 
Evan Dean 

Eileen Hogan 
Bill Kiesling 

Lois Marzocchi 

Gloria Patania 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

Clay Sweeney 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Directives for In-Person Church (Hall) Services 
General Directives: 

1. The dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 
on Sundays and Holy Days will continue. 

2. If people choose to attend Mass, they do so at their 
own risk.  During this phase, we ask that those at-risk of 
serious illness from COVID-19, please remain HOME. 

3. Physical distancing of at least 6 feet between people 
of different households will be observed. 
4.  Anyone with the slightest symptoms of the illness, 
including clergy and liturgical ministers, must not attend 
Mass.  These symptoms include a cold, cough, 
headache, sore throat. 
 
Specific Directives for the Celebration of Mass 

1. The general liturgical guidelines already given during 
this period remain in force: 

 The Communion from the Chalice is suspended. 

 Communion will only be given on the hand. 

 The exchange of the Sign of Peace is omitted. 

 No holding hands during the Our Father. 
2.  Those present should WEAR A MASK which covers 
the nose and mouth, and the mask must be worn 
throughout the service.  If you come to the Church or 
Parish Hall, and are over the age of 2, you will not be 
allowed entrance without a mask.  Please bring your 
own mask. 
3.  No congregational or choir singing/chanting during 
this phase.   
4.  A contact-free offertory collection will be taken and 
we greatly appreciate your generous financial support to 
the parish.  Donations can also be made on-line or 
dropped by at the office. 
5.  The restrooms will be closed, unless the need is 
crucial and requested by a parishioner. Please contact  a 
Wellness Team member for assistance. 
6.  We ask that parishioners do not congregate together 
in front of the Church (Hall) before or after Mass.   

St. Patrick’s Parishioners 

8:00 am Daily Mass and  
Monday Communion Service guidelines: 

 All Social Distancing restrictions will be followed. 

 Everyone must use the hand sanitizer provided, 
wear a mask, and keep it on throughout the service. 

 No one is to enter the Church (Hall)  before 7:00 am, 
and all are to enter by the front doors only.  

 The Church (Hall) will be cleaned after Mass is 
finished, and then closed for the rest of the day. 

This week there are two feast days for people with the 
title “Blessed.”  Do you know the difference between a 
Blessed and a Saint?  What are the steps to Sainthood? 
 
There are several steps in the Church’s process of 
declaring someone a saint. From first to last, the 
corresponding titles are:  
Servant of God - the title given to a candidate for 
sainthood whose cause is still under investigation, prior 
to being declared Venerable.  
Venerable - the title given to a candidate for sainthood 
whose cause has not yet reached the beatification stage 
but whose heroic virtue has been declared by the Pope. 
Blessed - the title bestowed on a person who has been 
beatified and accorded limited liturgical veneration.  
Saint - the title given to someone who has been 
formally canonized by the Church as sharing eternal life 
with God, and therefore offered for public veneration 
and imitation.  
 
“Blesseds” are those who have been beatified. 
Beatification requires one attested miracle and allows 
the beatified person to be venerated by his or her local 
church. Canonization requires two attested miracles 
and allows veneration of the saint by the universal 
Church. Canonization is an infallible statement by the 
Church that the Saint is in heaven. 

Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos 
October 5 

Bl. Marie Rose Durocher 
October 6 

https://www.catholic.com/tract/saint-worship


 

 

October 4, 2020                                          Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time                                 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday October 5 ~ Sunday October 11 

Monday: Gal 1:6-12; Ps 111:1b-2, 7-9, 10c;  
 Lk 10:25-37 
Tuesday:  Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-15;  
 Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday:  Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Lk 11:1-4 
Thursday:       Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-75; Lk 11:5-13 
Friday: Gal 3:7-14; Ps 111:1b-6; Lk 11:15-26 
Saturday:        Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-7; Lk 11:27-28 
Sunday:         Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Phil 4:12-14, 19-20; 
 Mt 22:1-14 [1-10]                                                                                                               

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday October 4 ~ Saturday October 10 
Sunday:  Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
 Respect Life Sunday 
Monday: Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos 
Tuesday: St. Bruno; Bl. Marie Rose Durocher 
Wednesday: Our Lady of the Rosary  
Friday: St. Denis and Companions;  
 St. John Leonardi 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

  

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

9-20-20    
Week 38  

9-27-20 
Week 39 

September 
Totals            

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,159 $4,389 $19,404 

OLMC $782 $1,109 $5,131 

E-giving $940 $590 $4,695  

Total  $6,881 $6,088 $29,230 

LAST YEAR $6,712 $7,464 $31,898 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $110 $52 $1,595 

OLMC $15 $0 $145 

Total $125 $52 $1,740 

Catholic Charities: St. Pat’s $6,077; OLMC $116 
Please continue to support your Parish during this crisis. 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Saturday October 3 ~ Sunday October 11 
Saturday 4:00 pm  (OLMC)    
  Lupe Diaz  
  Ermila Gomez  
Sunday 8:00 am Anthony & Sandy Pallante   
   Tony Pallante                        
 10:00 am Deborah Riendeau  
   Leandra Meza   
 12:00 pm   Lloyd Kendall    
   Alicia Sanchez   
Monday        8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday 8:00 am     No Intentions 
Wednesday 8:00 am  No Intentions 
Thursday 8:00 am  No Intentions 
Friday 8:00 am  No Intentions 
Saturday 4:00 pm  (OLMC)  No Intentions 
Sunday 8:00 am Theresa Pinocchio   
    Tony Pallante                        
 10:00 am Tete Arellano  
    Joanne Merel  
                       12:00 pm    Lupe Diaz     
   Antonia Diaz  
      

Second Collections in October 

                October 10-11 
       Respect Life Sunday 
 

October 24-25  
World Mission Sunday 



 

 


