
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

Jesus said, “Whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst,  

the water I shall give will become in him a spring of water  

welling up to eternal life.”  ( John 4:14 ) 
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Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Brothers and Sisters,  
Just do It! 
 
Years back, the Nike company utilized this marketing 
phrase to entice the public to buy their popular 
recreational and athletic shoes. By wearing their product, 
the public was being encouraged to get up; to get on 
their feet; and to get out there and become physically 
active - in other words, don’t just think about doing it: 
“Just do it!” 
 
Brothers and sisters, to purchase a nice pair of jogging 
shoes and to commit for the next forty days to get 
physically fit is not a bad idea; but I think it will do us well 
if we focus on these forty days of Lent with the intention 
of getting spiritually fit. As we become more spiritually 
active during this penitential season, it will assist us in 
our pursuit for holiness. As we acquire holiness, it will 
have a powerful impact on our overall well-being.  
 
As the faithful, we must not hesitate in our response to 
the call of ongoing conversion and repentance. Now is 
the time to listen to the voice of Jesus and to examine 
our hearts. So let us not put it off. “Even now, says the 
Lord, return to me with your whole heart for I am 
gracious and merciful.” (Joel 2:12-13) 
 
This year, let us not only think about reserving time to be 
more attentive to prayer, courageous in our fasting, 
generous in our almsgiving, or growing in holiness. No! 
Thinking or wondering about these things is not enough. 
As Scripture says: “Now is the appointed time.” So...”Just 
do it!” 
 
May St. Joseph, who never hesitated to assist Jesus and 
Mary in their need, help us to attain the goal of this 
Lenten season: holiness! 
 
In the Peace of Christ,  
Bishop Myron J. Cotta 
 
 
 
 

Hermanos y Hermanas,  
¡Simplemente, hazlo! 
 
Hace años, la compañía Nike utilize esta frase de 
Mercado para atraer al público a comprar sus populares 
zapatos deportivos.  Se animaba al público a usar su 
producto, ponerse de pie; salir y volverse físicamente 
activo; en otras palabras, no solo piense en hacerlo: 
¡“Simplemente hágalo”! 
 
Hermanos y hermanas, comprar un buen par de zapatos 
para corer y comprometerse a ponerse en forma durante 
los próximos cuarenta días  no es una mala idea; pero 
creo que será major si nos concentramos, en estos 
cuarenta días de Cuaresma, en el propósito de ponernos 
espiritualmente en forma. A medida que nos volvamos 
más activos espiritualmente esta temporada de 
penitencia, nos ayudará en nuestra búsqueda de la 
santidad. A medida que adquirimos la santidad, esta 
tendrá un impacto poderoso en nuestro bienestar 
general. 
 
Como Fieles, no debemos vacilar en responder al 
llamado a la conversion y al arrepentimiento continuo. 
Ahora es el momento de escuchar la voz de Jesús y 
examiner nuestro corazón. Entonces no lo pospongamos. 
“Incluso ahora, dice el Señor, vuélvete a mí de todo 
corazón, porque yo soy bondadoso y 
misericordioso.” (Joel 2:12-13) 
 
Este año, no solo pensemos en reservar tiempo para 
estar más atentos a la oración, esforzarnos en nuestro 
ayuno, generosos en nuestra ofrenda, o creciendo en 
santidad. ¡No! El pensar o preguntarnos sobre estas 
cosas no es suficiente. Como dice la Escritura: “Ahora es 
el tiempo señalado.” Así que… ¡“Simplemente, hazlo!” 
 
Que San José, que nunca dudo en ayudar a Jesús y María 
en sus necesidades, nos ayude a alcanzar la meta de este 
tiempo cuaresmal: ¡la santidad! 
 
En la Paz de Cristo, 
Obispo Cotta  

One way we can enhance our Lenten fasting practice is by giving up meals and 
donating the cost of the meals to Catholic Relief Services in order to help those who 
do not have enough to eat.       

                                                      Catholic Relief Services 
Second Collection ~ Weekend of March 20-21 

http://www.crs.org


 

 

Monday 3/8~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Tuesday 3/9 ~  Daily Mass, 12:00 pm  
Wednesday 3/10 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Thursday 3/11 & Friday 3/12 ~ Daily Mass, 12:00 pm 
                            St. Patrick’s, Sonora                          

Friday 3/12 ~ Stations of the Cross 
                          3:00 pm OLMC;  5:00 pm St. Patrick’s 

Saturday 3/13 ~ Vigil Mass, 3:00 pm  
                   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 3/14 ~ Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am 
                            St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

March 7, 2021                                                                                   Third Sunday of Lent 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
A new weekly series in the Bulletin!   

 
Every week, Fr. Banka will give us wonderful bits of 
information regarding our Catholic Faith.  Some will be 
inspiring, some will be elucidating, some will just be fun - 
but all will be interesting and will help us grow in our 
spirituality and faith. 
 

Fasting 
We finish our discussion of the three pillars of Lent - 
almsgiving, prayer, and fasting - with a look at fasting.  
First, here are the guidelines set forth by the Church: 
 Everyone 14 years of age or older should abstain 

from meat on Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent 
and Good Friday. 

 Everyone 18 - 59 years of age, should fast on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. On Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday, only one full meatless meal is 
allowed. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to 
maintain strength, may be eaten according to each 
one’s needs, but together they should not equal 
another full meal. Eating between meals is not 
permitted.  

 When health or ability to work would be seriously 
affected, you are not obliged. Those that are 
excused from fast and abstinence are the physically 
or mentally ill, including those suffering from chronic 
illnesses such as diabetes. Also excluded are 
pregnant or nursing women.  In all cases, common 
sense should prevail, and ill persons should not 
further jeopardize their health by fasting. 

 
In addition to meat, there are many other things you 
could abstain from.  How about fasting from the things 
that hurt your soul  - things that take up too much of 
your time and take your mind off God: 
 
Anger  Resentment Negativity 
Ridicule  Gossip  Hatefulness 
Complaining Boasting Thoughtlessness 
Greed  Selfishness Self-righteousness  
 
Try to choose at least one action 
you will abstain from during 
Lent, and you may find you can 
give it up entirely! 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Banka 

NEW Religious Study at OLMC 
The Jewish Roots of Holy Week 

Gain a deeper understanding of Holy Week  
Where: Zoom Meeting 
When: Tuesdays starting March 2 
Time: 5:00 – 6:30 pm 
DVD Speaker: Dr. Brant Pitre 
  
Most people know that Jesus 
celebrated the Last Supper on 
Holy Thursday, died on Good 
Friday, and lay dead in the tomb 

on Holy Saturday. But what about the other days of 
Holy Week? What did Jesus say and do on the last 
seven days of his life? 
 
In these riveting presentations, Dr. Brant Pitre takes his 
knowledge of the Jewish roots of Christianity and uses it 
to unveil the mysteries of the most sacred and solemn 
week of the entire year: "Holy Week."  
 
If you're looking to get more out of the season of Lent 
this year and to truly enter into the mystery of Holy 
Week with Jesus, then “The Jewish Roots of Holy Week 
– The 7 Last Days of Jesus” is for you.  We will be 
meeting for four Tuesdays in a row and there will be 
absolutely no preparation required.  We will be 
watching the video followed by a short discussion 
period.  Please join us for this important study. 
 
Please sign up for this class as soon as possible so that 
your class outline and your Zoom meeting invitation can 
be emailed to you.  For more information, please 
contact Warren Belisle at 209-962-4309 or email: 
bellale@msn.com 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 

Attn:  All Ministry Leaders 
If you haven’t already turned in your 
Ministry Update Information Sheet, 

please do so ASAP. 
Thank you! 

Stations of the Cross 

Please join us in this Lenten 
devotion as we pray the Stations 
of the Cross every Friday during 
Lent.   This is an INDOOR service. 

St. Patrick’s ~  5:00 pm 
OLMC ~ 3:00 pm 

Messages of Hope  
Our Parish Project for Lent 

 
Here is an opportunity for you and your 
family to “give alms” during this Lenten 
Season. In Tuolumne County, there are 

many elderly people residing in assisted living  or long 
term care facilities.  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, they 
have not been able to have many visitors, or to even 
visit with each other.  For nearly a year now, they’ve 
spent most of their time in their rooms, lonely, isolated, 
and fearful of a virus that seems to be targeting their 
age group in particular. These people have given so 
much throughout their long lives.  Can we give them 
something in return? How happy they would be to 
receive a note, or a card, or a drawing, just to assure 
them that they are still part of a community, and they 
are loved.  
 
Please consider writing an uplifting paragraph or poem, 
buying or making a card, drawing or painting a picture, 
and place them in the Messages of Hope basket after 
Mass or in the Parish Office during the week.  Parents, 
you can help your kids to do something creative and at 
the same time teach a valuable lesson about community 
and acts of mercy. You do not need to address these 
Messages of Hope to anyone in particular. St. Patrick’s 
Parish Staff will deliver them to the various facilities, and 
the wonderful caregivers there will make sure they get 
to the people who are most in need. 
 
Here are a few basic messages to use as a starting point. 
You can express them in your own words, or you may 
have your own ideas: 
1. We have faith and trust in God that the pandemic will 
end, the world will heal, and life will get back to normal.   
2. We look forward to the day when we will be able to 
see each other, laugh together, and hug our loved ones 
again. 
3. No matter what happens, God is always watching over 
us; He holds us in the palm of His hand. 
 
Please join us in this project, and take some time out of 
your day to make someone else’s day a little brighter! 

Our brothers and sisters in Twain Harte are having a 
delicious fundraiser: 

The Parish of All Saints and St. Joseph’s 

St. Patrick’s Day Take-Out Luncheon 
Corned beef & cabbage, little red potatoes, gingered 
carrots, creamed pearl onions, and Irish whisky cake. 

Cost is $15 per lunch 
 
Please call the All Saints Parish Office to reserve your 
lunch, or you can pay in advance in person or by mail. 
The deadline for reservations is March 8.  Drive through 
the All Saints parking lot and pick up your meal 
between 12:15-2:30 pm next Sunday, March 14. 
   
All Saints Catholic Church 
18674 Cherokee Dr.  
Twain Harte, CA 95383 
Parish Office: 209-586-3161 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday March 8 ~ Sunday March 14 

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15; Ps 42:2-3, 43:3-4; Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; ps 25:4-5ab, 6-7bc, 8-9;  
 Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;  
 Mt 5:17-19  
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-11ab, 14, 17;  
 Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-21ab; Lk 18:9-14 
Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Ps 137:1-6; 
 Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21 OR (Year A) 
 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-6; 
 Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38] 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday March 7 ~ Saturday March 13 
Sunday:  Third Sunday of Lent; First Scrutiny 
Monday: St. John of God 
Tuesday: St. Frances of Rome 
Friday:  Abstinence 
 

Saturday March 6 ~ Sunday March 14 
Saturday   
           OLMC   3:00 pm  No Intentions  
Sunday   7:30 am Joan Holland    
  9:00 am Tina Homan   
    Maurice Moriarity                 
                       11:00 am   Christopher Ulibarri (Birthday) 
    Fini Renna (Birthday)  
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  Rudy Gehrig  
Wednesday  12:00 pm Communion Service 
Thursday       12:00 pm Balbuena Family 
Friday            12:00 pm Alicia Diaz   
  Ines Bandera   
Saturday 
            OLMC 3:00 pm   No Intentions  
Sunday   7:30 am  No Intentions 
   9:00 am Marty Minners (Birthday) 
    Bill & Soledad Balbuena 
      (Anniversary) 
 11:00 am Richard Molina  

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

2-7-21    
Week 6 

February 
Totals                                                

2-14-21   
Week 7 

2-21-21 
Week 8 

2-28-21   
Week 9 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $6,249 $24,874 $5,087 $4,266 $9,272 

OLMC $3,581 $6,494 $1,079 $944 $890 

E-giving $2,110 $4,313  $985 $308 $910 

Total  $11,940 $35,681 $7,151 $5,518 $11,072 

LAST YEAR $8,956 $41,405 $11,849 $11,766 $8,834 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $807 $1,055 $110 $100 $38 

OLMC $55 $120 $35 $25 $5 

Total $862 $1,175 $145 $125 $43 

Ash Wednesday (additional):  St. Pat’s $121 
Black and Indian Missions:  St. Pat’s $701 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

“If we look forward to 
receiving God’s mercy, we 
can never fail to do good, 
so long as we have the 
strength. With outstretched 
arms He begs us to turn 
toward Him, to weep for our 
sins and to become the 
servants of love, first for 
ourselves, then for our 
neighbors. Just as water 
extinguishes a fire, so love 
wipes away sin.”  

St. John of God (1495-1550) 

St. Patrick’s Lenten Penance Service 
Tuesday, March 16th 
5:00 pm ~ Outdoors, Parish Hall 



 

 


