
 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
 
Sunday 
8:00 am 
10:00 am 
12:00  pm 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 

Mass 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Jan DePaoli,  
 Administrative Asst. 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-732-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

  

. . . in our Parish 



 

 

The attendance at our daily Mundelein Seminary on 
Labor Day weekend was sparse. Many of the students 
had gone home while others were on a special tour of 
Chicago churches. The celebrant and preacher for the 
Sunday Mass was Fr. Robert Schoenstene, our veteran 
Old Testament professor. Fr. Schoenstene offered the 
best interpretation I’ve ever heard of a particularly 
puzzling parable of the Lord, and I wanted to make sure 
his reading got a wider audience.  
 
The parable in question is the one concerning the rich 
man who gives talents to three of his servants and then 
sets out on a journey (Matthew 25:14-30). Upon his 
return, he assesses the situation and discovers that the 
servant to whom he had given five talents had invested 
them fruitfully and that the servant to whom he had 
given three talents had done the same. But he finds, to 
his chagrin, that the slave to whom he had entrusted one 
talent had simply buried the wealth and had garnered 
neither gain nor interest. Angered, he orders that the 
one talent be taken from the timid servant and given to 
the servant who had invested most boldly. And then 
comes the devastating moral lesson: “For to everyone 
who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; but 
from the one who has not, even what he has will be 
taken away.” 
 
The standard reading of this story is that the talents 
symbolize gifts and abilities that God has given to us and 
that He expects us to “spend” generously or “invest” 
wisely. This interpretation is supported by the fairly 
accidental relationship between “talent” in the ancient 
Biblical sense of the term and “talent” in ordinary English 
today. Fr. Schoenstene specified that a talent in ancient 
times was a measure of something particularly weighty, 
usually silver or gold. A single talent might represent as 
much as 50 pounds of precious metal and, as such, was 
not something that one carried around in one’s pocket. 
We might make a comparison between a talent and a 
unit of gold kept at Fort Knox, or an ingot of silver 
preserved in a safe deposit box. 
 
What the contemporary reader will likely miss is the 
connection to heaviness: a talent was weighty, and five 
talents was massively heavy. Heaviness to the ancient  
Jewish reader would have brought to mind the heaviest 
weight of all, which was the kabod of Yahweh. That term 
was rendered in Greek as doxa and in Latin as gloria, 
both of which carry the connotation of luminosity, but 
the basic sense of the Hebrew word is heaviness. 

And this kabod of Yahweh was to be found in the 
Jerusalem Temple, resting upon the mercy seat within 
the Holy of Holies. Therefore, what was heaviest (most 
glorious) of all was the mercy of God, which abided in 
infinite, inexhaustible abundance in the Holy Temple. 
 
In light of these clarifications, we can read Jesus’ parable 
with fresh eyes. The talents given to the three servants 
are not so much monetary gifts or personal capacities; 
they are a share in the mercy of God, a participation in 
the weightiness of the divine love. But since mercy is 
always directed to the other, these “talents” are 
designed to be shared. In point of fact, they will increase 
precisely in the measure that they are given away. The 
problem with the timid servant who buried his talent is 
not that he was an ineffective venture capitalist but that 
he fundamentally misunderstood the nature of what he 
had been given. The divine mercy—received as a pure 
gift—is meant to be given to others as a pure gift. Buried 
in the ground, that is to say, hugged tightly to oneself as 
one’s own possession, such a talent necessarily 
evanesces. And this is why the master’s seemingly harsh 
words should not be read as the punishment of an angry 
God but as an expression of spiritual physics: the divine 
mercy will grow in you only inasmuch as you give it to 
others. 
 
How wonderful that these ancient stories, once we 
unpack their spiritual significance, still sing to us today! 

 
Bishop Robert Barron 

 

Well done, 

My good and 

faithful one! 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

© Catholic World Report 

http://new.usccb.org/bible/readings/083014.cfm


 

 

Monday 11/16 ~  Communion Service 8:00 am 
                                 St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Tuesday 11/17 - Friday 11/20 ~ Daily Mass 8:00 am 
                                                          St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 11/21 ~  Mass at 4:00 pm 
                               Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
         2nd Collection - Campaign for Human Development 

Sunday 11/22 ~ Masses at 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & Noon 
                             St. Patrick’s, Sonora 
        2nd Collection - Campaign for Human Development 

November 15, 2020                                          The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary time                             

St. Patrick’s Parish  

Christmas Fair  

is ON! 

Saturday, November 28 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
 
All Covid-19 guidelines and restrictions in effect at that 
time will be strictly adhered to.  This will be a safe and 
healthy event for everyone attending . 
 
Donations of good quality, new or gently used items (we 
especially need jewelry this year) can be dropped off at 
the Parish Office, Monday to Thursday, from 9:00 am to 
4:00 pm. 
 
We are in need of volunteers!  Please help us make this 
event successful and fruitful for our Parish. If you want 
to help, please email teresa@stpatssonora.org, or 
spasby@sbcglobal.net, or call 209-532-7139, ext. 108. 

All Parishioners please note: 
 Sunday Mass Schedule  

starts Sunday,  
(First Sunday of Advent) 

St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

St. Patrick’s Parish  
Thanksgiving Masses 

 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Vigil Mass  
Wednesday, November 25th ~ 4:00 pm 
 
St. Patrick’s 
Thanksgiving Day 
Thursday, November 26th ~ 9:00 am 
 
As is our tradition, you may bring food/drink items to be 
blessed.  This year please keep the items by your chair, 
and Fr. Banka will give a communal Thanksgiving 
blessing at the end of Mass. 
 
In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of 
God for you in Christ Jesus .            (1 Thessalonians 5:18) 

Pastoral Council  
St. Patrick’s Parish  

Every parish is required to have a 
Pastoral Council.  “The Pastoral 
Council is a consultative group 
under the authority of the Pastor 

that considers and proposes practical recommendations 
concerning the pastoral works in the Parish” (Part III, 
Title 2, Art. 1, Section 1 of the parish Statutes).  
 
The Pastoral Council serves as an advisory council for the 
Pastor.  The Council assists the Pastor in articulating the 
vision for the parish through practical goals and 
objectives. It also investigates pastoral matters, 
considers them and then proposes practical conclusions 
to the Pastor.  Council members welcome your thoughts 
and concerns regarding our parish life.  
 
The St. Patrick’s Pastoral Council members in Sonora 
have resumed meeting on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 pm.  Although these are virtual meetings, 
your input is always welcome.  We invite your thoughts 
and ideas for the Parish! 
 
Starting with the next issue, various members of the 
Pastoral Council will be highlighted in the Sunday 
bulletin over the next several weeks.  Check back here, 
and get to know your Pastoral Council! 

Catholic Campaign for  
Human Development 

Working to end poverty and 
injustice in the U.S.  

 
Second Collection, weekend of 

November 21-22 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

David Costa 
Ean Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeveria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 
Bill Kiesling 

Lois Marzocchi 
Gloria Patania 

Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 

Clay Sweeney 
Jackie Boling-Tucker 

 

 

 

 

 

 We will place the Book of Remembrance in the 
vestibule of the Parish Hall, where you may write the 
names of your loved ones who have passed on into 
eternal rest. 
 You may bring photos of deceased loved ones, and 
place them in the windows of the Parish Hall. 
     Your special Remembrance envelopes will be hung 
on the Manzanita tree by the Altar in the Parish Hall. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) will be starting soon!  If 
you know of anyone interested in 
finding out more about the Catholic 
Faith, please let them know to call 

the Parish Office, leave their contact information, and 
Fr. Banka will call them back with more details. 

Gift Baskets for St. Patrick’s Christmas Fair 
 
Please stop by our "basket board" after Mass and pick 
up a tag with items for a basket to be sold at the 
Christmas Fair Nov 28.  There are numerous baskets 
with a variety of themes that should interest almost 
anyone.  Shop for the items and return them to the 
office by Monday Nov. 23.  OR consider how much you 
might spend on these items and make a donation 
instead.  For further information, please call Carol 
Cashen at (209) 213-9991. 

A New Religious Study for the Advent Season at OLMC 

Jesus and the Jewish Roots of Advent 
 
What: Invitation to a Religious Study of      
            Jesus and Advent (4 Lessons) 
Where: Zoom Meeting 
When: Tuesdays starting Nov 10, 2020 
Time: 5:00 – 6:30 PM 
DVD Speaker: Dr. Brant Pitre 
 

Have you ever felt that when Christmas comes around 
that you're just not ready?  Of all the liturgical seasons of 
the year, Advent is certainly the most stressful, and it 
may be the most confusing.  Catholics seem to have a 
good grasp of Christmas, Lent and Easter.  But what is the 
deeper meaning of Advent?  And how can understanding 
this season help us better prepare for Christmas? 
 
In this series, Dr. Brant Pitre shows how a deeper 
understanding of the ancient Jewish prophecies of the 
Messiah can help unlock the hidden meaning of the 
season of Advent.  In this close study of the Sunday 
readings from the lectionary, we will learn about: 

The Second advent of the End of Time 
Jewish Prophecies of the Messiah 
John the Baptist 
The Jesse Tree 
The City of Bethlehem 
The Virgin Birth 

 
If you've ever wanted to be more spiritually prepared to 
celebrate the birth of Christ at Christmas, then “Jesus and 
the Jewish Roots of Advent” is the Bible study for you.  
We will be meeting for four Tuesdays in a row and there 
will be absolutely no preparation required.  We will be 
watching the video followed by a short discussion period. 
All St. Patrick’s parishioners are invited to participate in 
this important study.  No driving required! 
 
Please sign up for this class as soon as possible so that 
your class outline and your Zoom meeting invitation can 
be emailed to you. 
 
Contact Warren Belisle at 962-4309 or email: 
bellale@msn.com for more information. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday November 16 ~ Sunday November 22 

Monday: Rv 1:1-4, 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday:  Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday:  Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28, or 
 (for the Memorial of the Dedication) Acts 
 28:11-16, 30-31; Ps 98:1-6; Mt 14:22-23 
Thursday:      Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-44 
Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 
 131; Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday:        Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b,2, 9-10; Lk 20:27-40 
Sunday:         Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; Ps 23:1-3, 5-6; 
 1 Cor 15:20-26; Mt 25:31-46                                                                                                     

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday November 15 ~ Saturday November 21 
Sunday:  Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Margaret of Scotland; St. Gertrude 
Tuesday: St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
Wednesday: Dedication of the Basilicas of St. Peter and 
 St. Paul; St. Rose Philippine Duchesne 
Saturday: The Presentation of Blessed Virgin Mary 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

11-1-20    
Week 44  

11-8-20 
Week 45 

November 
Totals          

to Date                   

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $2,466 $8,480 10,946 

OLMC $1,040 $1,379 $2,419 

E-giving $1,515 $905 $2,420  

Total  $5,021 $10,764 $15,785 

LAST YEAR $10,448 $8,257 $18,705 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $563 $200 $763 

OLMC $135 $40 $175 

Total $698 $240 $938 

(Additional) All Saints:  St. Pat’s $435  
(Additional) All Souls: OLMC $440 

Parish Services: St. Pat’s $772; OLMC $38 
Please keep supporting your Parish during this pandemic. 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Saturday November 14 ~ Sunday November 22 
Saturday 4:00 pm  (OLMC)  
  Tammy Christiansen  
Sunday 8:00 am Connie Hall   
   Carol Marie Njirich                        
 10:00 am Deceased members of the YLI  
   Sam Wein, Sr.   
 12:00 pm   Alicia Sanchez     
  Matt Cushman  
Monday        8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday 8:00 am  Salvador Gamez  
Wednesday 8:00 am Victor Espinosa  
  Anne Wilde  
Thursday 8:00 am Salvador Gamez  
  Patty Scatena  
Friday 8:00 am Salvador Gamez  
Saturday 4:00 pm  (OLMC)  
  Marcos Balbuena  
Sunday   8:00 am Lizbeth Gutierrez   
    Remi Collins (Healing)                       
 10:00 am Raymond Maechler  
    Salvador Gamez   
                       12:00 pm    Margarita Gomez   

    Ermila Gomez   



 

 


