
 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
Masses 
are held 
Outdoors 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 

Mission Church 
11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 

Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass is  
held 
Outdoors 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Jan DePaoli,  
           Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 

Volume 9, Number 52 

 

“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

  

. . . in our Parish 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

In my childhood—a while back, admittedly—I looked 
forward every year to the big New Year’s Eve party my 
parents had. A number of times, looking for something 
to do, I wrote and dittoed off a tiny newspaper for the 
entertainment of everyone in attendance! To my mind 
that party came second only to Christmas! 
 
But of course, Christmas was the big deal. It was the 
main holiday—the presents, the Christmas village my 
mother constructed each year on the mantel, and 
increasingly for me, the birth of the Christ child. 
 
These holidays always had and have a big footprint, even 
during the pandemic. That is why I wonder about placing 
the feast of the Holy Family between them. Won’t family 
be put into the shade, even if the shopping and 
decorating have to be curtailed this year, if people 
adhere to Covid-19 cautions? How can we make room 
for Holy Family Sunday, tired or not, curtailed or not? 
Maybe by looking at what we would miss if we ignored 
this feast, especially the Gospel. 
 
First, what is this “feast” for? The Presentation in the 
Temple, portrayed in our Gospel, will be celebrated on 
February 2nd, using exactly the same Gospel reading. 
Thus the “historical” significance of this event is 
reiterated later when it can have full significance. It is as 
if the Church has something besides chronology in mind 
when it puts this reading right after Christmas. 
 
What would that be? It would be the spiritual content of 
this Mass.  Recently, a Synod convoked by Pope Francis 
has put out its conclusions on the subject of family. It 
specifically recognizes human growth and feelings within 
marriage. In a time when so many have turned away 
from this felt and formal union, how important is such a 
reconsideration by the Church. 
 
Some highlights of the Feast of the Holy Family: 
1. This Sunday contains one of the few descriptions of 
the Holy Family in all scripture. Their appearance here 
emphasizes how important family care is for children 
and for all human beings. Mary and Joseph seem 
hesitant but have exquisite care for the baby Jesus. 
2. Look at the important words of Simeon, which 
interpret the Nativity for us, though they may not seem 
to: 

“Now, Master, you may let your servant go 
in peace, according to your word, 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you prepared in sight of all the 
peoples, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” 

 
Obviously these words refer to the baby born just a few 
days ago. The child brings peace; he is a fulfillment of the 
Lord’s word that a Messiah would come; he is an 
entrance of the Word into the whole world, not just to 
part of it: he is sent to Gentiles as well as to Israel; he is a 
revelation and he is a glory. Don’t we need this kind of 
interpretation? Why ignore it? 
3. There is not only Simeon, but also Anna. We are told 
she had done Advent fasting and prayer in the temple 
until she was 84 years old! At last, poignantly, she begins 
to speak about the child, addressing everyone who had 
been awaiting redemption. Isn’t she a symbol of the 
Advent we have just been through: patient waiting and 
learning? 
 
These are only three of the quiet beauties found in the 
Gospel this Sunday. They celebrate family, they bring out 
spiritual qualities of the birth of Our Lord. 
 
What if we let this Sunday quietly speak of Christmas 
and our own lives for us? 
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parish use.  

Fr. John Foley, SJ 

Solemnity of 
Mary, the 

Holy Mother 
of God 

 
Vigil Masses  ~  Thursday, December 31 

3:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
5:00 pm, St. Patrick’s  

 
Mass on Friday, January 1 

9:00 am, St. Patrick’s 
 
On this holy feast day, we take a moment as we start 
our new year to honor our Blessed Mother, who in her 
“yes” to God brought our Savior into the world to 
redeem us.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122720.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122720.cfm


 

 

Monday 12/28 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Tuesday 12/29 - Wed 12/30 ~ Daily Mass 12:00 pm 
                               St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Thursday 12/31 ~ New Year’s Eve 
                Vigil Masses for Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
                           Mass at 3:00 pm ~ OLMC, Big Oak Flat             
                           Mass at 5:00 pm ~ St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Friday 1/1/21 ~ New Year’s Day 
                  Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
                    Mass at 9:00 am ~ St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 1/2 ~ Vigil Mass,  3:00 pm  
                   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 1/3 ~ Masses at 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
                              St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

December 27, 2020                                     The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

All Parishioners please note: 
 Mass Schedule ~ St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

"Love consists not in feeling great 
things but in having great 
detachment and in suffering for the 

Beloved. The soul that is attached 
to anything, however much good 
there may be in it, will not arrive at 

the liberty of Divine Union. For whether it be a 

strong wire rope or a slender and delicate thread that 
holds the bird, it matters not, if it really holds it fast; for 

until the cord be broken, the bird cannot fly."  

 
St. John of the Cross 

If it rains or snows, we can still 
hear Fr. Banka celebrate Mass ! 

 

 Come to church at a scheduled Mass time 

 Park at the Parish Hall or on Jackson St. 

 Tune your car radio to 106.7 FM 

 Stay warm and dry in your car, and listen 

to Mass on your car radio 

 Fr. Banka will distribute communion to 

you in your car 

All Services listed below are held OUTDOORS  
until further notice 

Our Parish Office will be closed:  
December 24th to January 3rd 

Merry Christmas 
Happy New Year! 

“Do not squander time, for that is the stuff life 
is made of.” 

Benjamin Franklin 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

© Franciscan Media 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeveria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 
Bill Kiesling 

Lois Marzocchi 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 

 

Get to know the members of the  

St. Patrick’s  

Pastoral Council 

 
We continue our series on the wonderful members of 
St. Patrick’s Pastoral Council.   
 
The scope of consideration of the Pastoral Council is 
pastoral matters (spiritual guidance).  These may 
include everything that pertains to the pastor’s 
ministries of proclaiming God’s word, celebrating the 
sacraments, caring for the faithful, promoting the 
mission of the Church to the world, and being a good 
steward of parish resources. Council members welcome 
your input, and they will bring your thoughts forward to 
the larger Council and Pastor for consideration. 

 
Tina Welch 

“This has been a hard 
year.  With no travel, no 
meeting with friends or 
gathering with family over 
the past many months, I 
have instead been weaving 
like crazy and often have 
warp on several of my 8 
looms at any time.  I find I 

am writing prolifically too, mostly poetry which is 
absolutely made for lamenting.  And I have made a 
noticeable dent in my “to-do” list that has been 
accumulating for years.  I miss my fellow parishioners 
and our Matthew 25 friends, but am so grateful for the 
Spirit which has kept me fed with comfort and grace. ” 

Feast of the Holy Innocents ~ December 28 

 

 

The Story 
Herod “the Great,” king of Judea, was unpopular with his 
people because of his connections with the Romans and 
his religious indifference. Hence he was insecure and 
fearful of any threat to his throne. He was a master 
politician and a tyrant capable of extreme brutality. He 
killed his wife, his brother, and his sister’s two husbands, 
to name only a few. 
 
Matthew 2:1-18 tells this story: Herod was “greatly 
troubled” when astrologers from the east came asking 
the whereabouts of “the newborn king of the Jews,” 
whose star they had seen. They were told that the 
Jewish Scriptures named Bethlehem as the place where 
the Messiah would be born. Herod cunningly told them 
to report back to him so that he could also “do him 
homage.” They found Jesus, offered Him their gifts, and 
warned by an angel, avoided Herod on their way home. 
Jesus escaped to Egypt. 
 
Herod became furious and “ordered the massacre of all 
the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old and 
under.” The horror of the massacre and the devastation 
of the mothers and fathers led Matthew to quote 
Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and 
loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for her 
children.” (Matthew 2:18). Rachel was the wife of Jacob 
(Israel). She is pictured as weeping at the place where 
the Israelites were herded together by the conquering 
Assyrians for their march into captivity. 
 
Reflection 
The Holy Innocents are few in comparison to the 
genocide of the centuries that followed. But even if 
there had been only one, we recognize the greatest 
treasure God put on the earth—a human person, 
destined for eternity, and graced by Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 



 

 

December 27, 2020                                    The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph                                 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday December 28 ~ Sunday January 3 

Monday: 1 Jn 1:5 - 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 
Friday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;  
 Lk 2:16-21 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;  
 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday December 27 ~ Saturday January 2 
Sunday:  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
Monday: The Holy Innocents 
Tuesday: Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity 
 of the Lord; St. Thomas Becket 
Wednesday:  Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity 
 of the Lord 
Thursday: Seventh Day within the Octave of the 
 Nativity of the Lord; St. Sylvester I;  
 New Year’s Eve 
Friday: The Octave of the Nativity of the Lord; 
 Mary, the Holy Mother of God; World Day 
 of Prayer for Peace; New Year’s Day;  
 First Friday 
Saturday: Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen; 
 First Saturday 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

12-13-20    
Week 50 

12-20-20 
Week 51 

December 
Totals         

to Date                            

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $4,976 $8,997 $19,375 

OLMC $710 $2,007 $4,261 

E-giving $1,025 $360 $2,600  

Total  $6,711 $11,364 $26,236 

LAST YEAR $12,055 $6,463 $27,138 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $170 $70 $501 

OLMC $110 $15 $195 

Total $280 $85 $696 

Retired Religious:  St. Pat’s $335 ; OLMC $0 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Saturday December 26 ~ Sunday January 3 
Saturday   
           OLMC  3:00 pm Souls in Purgatory   
Sunday 9:00 am Michael Railton  
   Joan Holland   
   Gay Vaniman   
 11:00 am Lupe Diaz  
   Alicia Sanchez  
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  David Heagy (Healing)  
  Florencio Diaz  

Wednesday  12:00 pm Marilouise Sowa  
  Victor Gamboa  
Thursday        5:00 pm Marcos Balbuena  
  Joan Holland  
  Louise Goicoechea   
   (Happy Birthday!) 
Friday             9:00 am Roberto Rocha  
  Lisa Reyes  
  Roger & Maria Clark  
   (Happy Anniversary!) 
Saturday 
            OLMC 3:00 pm    No Intentions 
Sunday  9:00 am Sam Wein                        
     John Merel   
 11:00 am    Alicia Sanchez  
    Anne Malecki  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray the Nine Days for Life Novena  
January 21-29, 2021 

 
9 Days for Life is a Novena for the protection of human 
life. Each day’s intention is accompanied by a short 
reflection and suggested actions to help build a culture of 
life.   
 
To sign up, go to www.respectlife.org/9-days-for-life and 
click on “Sign Up.” Then the intention for each day of the 
Novena will be delivered to you by email or text. 

 



 

 


