
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Jan DePaoli,  
           Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

My Dear People of God, 
 
The month of February holds a special place in the hearts 
of many with the annual celebration of St. Valentine’s 
Day. Everywhere we look, with the help of the 
advertising world, we see the ever-popular symbol of St. 
Valentine’s Day - the heart. Universally, the heart is 
recognized as a common symbol for love; not just 
romantic love, but more profoundly, it can also serve as a 
symbol of God’s love for us and our love for him. God, 
who is Love, has created us in his image to love, know 
and serve him. His unconditional love has a tendency to 
change, to transform hearts. In Holy Scripture, we see 
God’s willingness to initiate this change of heart as in the 
Book of Ezekiel: “I will give you a new heart and place a 
new spirit within you, taking from your bodies your stony 
hearts and giving you natural hearts.” (Ez. 36:25-26)  
 
When this conversion of heart occurs, our worldview is 
transformed. The Holy Spirit awakens within us a 
sensitivity to sin. The Spirit initiates a movement away 
from self and directs one’s attention, and concern, 
toward the other. The result: a profound movement of 
the heart, and with it, a desire to serve. To serve, to care 
for the other, while turning away from sin, brings to 
mind another special day in the month of February: Ash 
Wednesday. It is a day that offers the opportunity for us 
to examine our hearts and consciences.  
 
During the 40 days of Lent, our attention will be drawn to 
the three pillars of spiritual discipline: prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving. The third pillar, almsgiving, can be summed 
up as the selfless act of giving and offering service to the 
other. Through the penitential act of almsgiving, we are 
challenged to empty ourselves by giving of our time, 
talent and treasure. We, as the faith community, must be 
concerned about the common good - looking out for the 
well-being of the other. This concern for the common 
good moves us out of a mode of maintenance to that of 
mission! We need to arrive at a better understanding of 
the purpose of the Church. We must never forget that 
the Church of Christ exists for the sole purpose of missio 
- mission.  
 
But what is the mission? It is evangelization! Lent is a 
time to humble ourselves by turning away from sin and 
accepting the Gospel of Jesus. By accepting and living the 
Gospel, in our everyday lives, we become evangelized by 
the good news of his passion, death and resurrection. 
This good news has the capacity to transform our lives. It 

will empower us to combat the evils of our day and age 
as we fulfill our call as missionary disciples. This Lent, let 
us not be selfish, nor fearful, to give of our time, talent 
and treasure for the sake of our brothers and sisters in 
need. For if we truly profess Jesus as Lord of our lives, 
this must include every aspect of our lives, even our 
time, our talent and that of our treasure.  
 
As today’s evangelizers, young and old, let us do our part 
to address and transform society through the power of 
good. May our hearts be moved to participate in the 
mission of Jesus: to serve as he served. May the love of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus grant our hearts the courage 
and desire to serve our brothers and sisters during the 
Lenten season. Let us never forget this movement of the 
heart will only happen if we allow God’s grace and mercy 
to flow from his heart to ours! 
 

In the Peace of Christ, 
Bishop Myron J. Cotta  

Ash Wednesday      February 17 

 

 

 

 

Mass and Distribution of Ashes 
St. Patrick’s:  8:00 am and Noon  

5:30 pm Distribution of Ashes only (No Mass) 
OLMC:  3:00 pm Mass and Distribution of Ashes 

On this Ash Wednesday with the Covid-19 pandemic 
safety restrictions still in effect, you may encounter an 
unfamiliar way of distributing ashes. While in the US and 
some other countries we are accustomed to receiving 
the ashes in a cross on our foreheads, in many places 
the faithful receive ashes by having them sprinkled over 
the crown of the head. This has been suggested by the 
Vatican as a particularly appropriate way to distribute 
ashes during the pandemic, since it involves no physical 
contact. Pastors might also choose to impose ashes on 
the forehead using cotton swabs as an additional option. 
Whatever way ashes are given, the idea is that we are 
‘putting on ashes’ as a sign of penance and sorrow for 
our sins as we enter into the season of Lent.  



 

 

Monday 2/15 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
                              Parish Office closed for President’s Day 
Tuesday 2/16  ~ Daily Mass 12:00 pm  
                              St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Wednesday 2/17 ~ Ash Wednesday 
Masses:  OLMC 3:00 pm; St. Patrick’s 8:00 am and Noon                   
                    5:30pm Distribution of Ashes only (No Mass) 

Thursday 2/18 - Friday 2/19 ~ Daily Mass 12:00 pm 
                                                        St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Friday 2/19 ~ Stations of the Cross 
                          3:00 pm OLMC;  5:00 pm St. Patrick’s 

Saturday 2/20 ~ Vigil Mass, 3:00 pm  
                   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 2/21 ~ Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am 
                            St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

February 14, 2021                                                                 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 
 
 

BMA 2021 
Moving Forward In Gratitude and Hope:  

Together As One 
In gratitude and hope, our diocese continues to serve 
our parish and school communities throughout our 
region. From providing virtual religious formation 
courses, coordinating live streamed Masses and online 
giving, and assisting to secure Paycheck Protection 
Program loans (PPP), we remain committed in providing 
specialized services and programs to strengthen the 
ministries of our entire Diocese. 
  
The support of God’s people is needed to ensure that 
these critical ministries continue to serve our parish 
communities throughout our great Diocese of Stockton. 
  
Please prayerfully consider what your family may be 
able to give this year. One option is to give online! It is 
safe, secure, and convenient. Below is a link to the BMA 
online giving page. 

https://stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
A new weekly series in the Bulletin!   

 
Every week, Fr. Banka will give us wonderful bits of 
information regarding our Catholic Faith.  Some will be 
inspiring, some will be elucidating, some will just be fun - 
but all will be interesting and will help us grow in our 
spirituality and faith. 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday is not a Holy Day of Obligation, but is a 
Feast Day and it marks the beginning of the Lenten 
Season.  The ashes which are traced on the forehead in 
the shape of a cross symbolize the dust from which God 
made us, and the dust to which we will return.   Ashes 
also symbolize grief, in this case, grief that we have 
sinned and caused division from God. But, they are also 
a reminder that God is gracious and merciful to those 
who call on Him with repentant hearts. It is not required 
that a person wear the ashes for the rest of the day, 
however many people keep the ashes as a reminder 
until the evening.  
 
God bless, 
Fr. Banka 

Good News for all you  
early risers! 

7:30 am Sunday Mass  
resumes next Sunday, Feb 21  

  St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Year of St. Joseph  
 
On December 8 2020, Pope Francis 
declared a Year of St. Joseph, 
commemorating 150 years since 
Bl. Pope Pius IX declared the saint 
the patron of the universal Church. 
As part of our commemoration of 
this year, Bishop Cotta will make a 
special consecration of our diocese 
to St. Joseph on March 19th,          
St. Joseph’s feast day.  
 

To prepare for this event, we are beginning a 33-day 
period of preparation beginning Monday, Feb 15th.  
 
For prayers, readings, and resources please visit: 
stocktondiocese.org/year-of-st-joseph  
 
In Spanish: stocktondiocese.org/san-jose-2021 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Jackie Boling-Tucker 

Bernice Budowich 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeveria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 

 

A NEW Religious Study begins at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

 
The Wild Goose: 

Discovering a Deeper Relationship  
with the Holy Spirit 

 
What: Invitation to a Religious Study (7 Lessons) 
Where: Zoom Meeting 
When: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays starting Feb 10th, 2021 
Time: 5:00 – 6:30 PM 
DVD Speaker: Father Dave Pivonka, TOR 
  
“The Wild Goose” is an unforgettable journey that you 
shouldn't miss.  Join Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, in this 
incredible 14-part video series which is awakening God's 
love and transforming power in the hearts of all who 
participate.  Discover the Holy Spirit who has been 
revealed to us by Jesus Christ and who leads us to our 
heavenly Father. 
 
“The Wild Goose” is Fr. Dave's simple invitation to 
Christians into a more profound, life-giving relationship 
with the Holy Spirit.  This is a relationship marked by the 
love of God, which breathes life into our daily existence. 
 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is not merely something 
reserved for Confirmation. The Spirit desires a 
relationship with us that will take us on the greatest 
adventure imaginable: a journey to the very heart of 
God.  The Holy Spirit desires to be present to us in a 
manner that brings light out of darkness, freedom out of 
bondage, order out of chaos, and life out of death. 
 
Please sign up for this class as soon 
as possible so that your class 
outline and your Zoom meeting 
invitation can be emailed to you.  
All Parishioners are invited! 
 
For more information please 
contact Warren Belisle at 962-4309 
or email: bellale@msn.com  

Update on Indoor Masses from Bishop Cotta 
 
Brothers and Sisters,  
We give thanks for the recent Supreme Court ruling 
recognizing that the prohibition of indoor worship is a 
violation of our religious liberty. At the same time, we 
do not in any way wish to downplay the seriousness of 
the pandemic. We will be returning indoor services, not 
only because of this ruling but also because we know 
that it can be done safely. There have been thousands 
if not millions of safe celebrations of the Mass 
throughout the country over the past months since 
indoor Masses have resumed. We are still not aware of 
a single outbreak occurring at a Catholic Mass where 
safety protocols were being strictly followed, even 
when an asymptomatic individual was present who 
later tested positive for COVID-19.  
 
For that safety record to continue, it is absolutely vital 
that all of us continue to follow the safeguards 
attached to this document, so that we can show that 
our worship is safe, even indoors. The maximum 
capacity for indoor Masses is now 25% (still with 
physical distancing), without the hard limit of 100.  
 
As Bishop, I commend the Faithful, Clergy, Parish staffs 
and Parish volunteers for their patience and 
understanding through the numerous transitions since 
the pandemic began and I ask of you again for that 
same cooperation. Let us continue to pray for a swift 
end to the pandemic.  
 
In the Peace of Christ, 
Bishop Myron J. Cotta 

Stations of the Cross 

Please join us in this Lenten 
devotion as we pray the 
Stations of the Cross every 
Friday during Lent. 

St. Patrick’s ~  5:00 pm 
OLMC ~ 3:00 pm 



 

 

February 14, 2021                                                                 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                     

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday February 15 ~ Sunday February 21 

Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50:1, 8, 16bc-17, 20-12; 
 Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8, 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a, 2. 3ac-4, 3b, 
 9c-10; Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17; 
 2 Cor 5:20 -- 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32 
Sunday: Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22;  
 Mk 1:12-15 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday February 14 ~ Saturday February 20 
Sunday:  Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 World Marriage Day; Valentine’s Day 
Monday: President’s Day 
Tuesday: Mardi Gras; Shrove Tuesday 
Wednesday:  Ash Wednesday; Fast and Abstinence, 
 Almsgiving 
Friday: Abstinence 
 

  

Saturday February 13 ~ Sunday February 21 
Saturday   
           OLMC   3:00 pm Stan & Marcie Sowa   
    Marjory Nielsen  
Sunday  9:00 am Joseph D. Coleman                        
   Onofrio, Grace, and Saverio Yacovone  
 11:00 am Jack McCoy  
   Alicia Sanchez  
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  Mike Schirmer   

  Imelda Sheppard   
Wednesday    8:00 am Diego Gamboa (Birthday) 
                        12:00 pm Jim Laeng  
  Lois Marzocchi   
            OLMC  3:00 pm  No Intentions 
Thursday       12:00 pm Mario Escobar  
  Peggy Patin (Thank you) 
Friday            12:00 pm Nicanor Escobar  
Saturday 
            OLMC 3:00 pm  Souls in Purgatory   
Sunday   7:30 am Clay & Barbara Sweeney  
      (Anniversary)  
  9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI   
    Mike Schirmer                 
                       11:00 am   Alicia Sanchez  
    Jack & LaVon Woodcock   

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

January 
Totals 

2-7-21    
Week 6 

February 
Totals          

To Date                                     

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $27,080 $6,249 $6,249 

OLMC $9,378 $3,581 $3,581 

E-giving $4,120 $2,110 $2,110  

Total  $40,578 $11,940 $11,940 

LAST YEAR $38,771 $8,956 $8,956 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $3,335 $807 $807 

OLMC $170 $55 $55 

Total $3,505 $862 $862 

Parish Services: St Pat’s $359; OLMC $54 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

What Does Love Look Like? 
 

St. Ignatius wrote that “love shows itself 
more in deeds than in words.” We tend to 
focus on feelings first, but the wisdom of 
St. Ignatius tells us that feelings don’t 
sustain a relationship; actions do. More 

specifically: symbolic actions do, especially when that 
action symbolizes something deeper, something more 
mysterious than words can communicate. 
 
Real love is an entrance into a place where you have no 
control, but can only let go and behold. It is for that 
reason that the author of the first letter of John suggests 
that God is Love: for when one loves, truly one has 
already removed his shoes and stands on holy ground. 

©2021 Tim Muldoon for Ignatian Spirituality 



 

 


