
 

 

. . . in Our Parish 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 
Sonora, California 

St. Patrick’s 
Church 

127 Jackson St., Sonora, CA 

Mass Times: 

M-F 8:00 am 

Sat None 

Sun 8:00 am 
10:00 am 
12:00 pm 

       
  

Reconciliation 
  

  
By Appt. only 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 

Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

Mass Times:  

Sat 3:00 pm 

 5:00 pm 
Reconciliation 

 By Appt. only 

Contact Us 
Office:   116 W. Bradford St., 
   Sonora, California  95370 

Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9:00 - 1:00 

Fridays:   Closed  
Phone:  209-532-7139 
FAX:  209-817-8879 
Web:  www.StPatsSonora.org 
Email:   StPats@StPatsSonora.org 
Bulletin: GoodNews@StPatsSonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora:  209-532-7139 Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: 209-532-7139 Ext. 111 

Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator  
Fr. Joseph Lawrence O.C.D.,  
 Parochial Vicar 

Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Education 
Angela Cordes,  
    Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
Gail Andrus, Receptionist 
Jan DePaoli, Administrative Asst. 
Emergency Intercessions “8” 

“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 

On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you. Our hope is all who come to  
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel. 

If you would like more information about our parish, please visit our website at 
www.StPatsSonora.org.  If  you are new to the area, we encourage you to request a new 
member packet.  I would like to meet all of you.  I am available for appointments. 
Please call me at (209) 532-7139 ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.  God bless. 

          In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

 

 

 

Volume 9, Number 25 

 

  

http://www.stpatssonora.org/
tel:%28209%29%20532-7139%20ext%20112


 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Although fathers do not physically carry their children 
from conception, fathers can still be overwhelmed by an 
unexpected pregnancy. We Christians must support men 
who, in following the example of St. Joseph, choose to 
embrace their role as a father in all circumstances, but 
especially in challenging situations. St. Joseph was 
unexpectedly called to fatherhood amid extremely 
confusing and difficult circumstances. However, despite 
many obstacles, St. Joseph chose to be faithful. He chose 
life by listening to God’s will and consciously deciding to 
be a father to Jesus, the Son of God.  Pope Saint John 
Paul II said that fathers are called to exhibit “generous 
responsibility for the life conceived under the heart of 
the mother” (Familiaris consortio 25). Like St. Joseph, all 
fathers are uniquely entrusted with the protection and 
defense of both mother and child and, in this way, 
safeguard the sanctity of human life. But biological 
fathers, because they do not physically carry the child, 
sometimes fail to truly father their children. 
 
Our society increasingly tells fathers that they should 
have no say in the lives of their unborn children, no 
opportunity to choose to father their children. Our 
society seems to restrict the decisions regarding an 
unborn child solely to the discretion of the mother. In the 
face of false messages about fatherhood, we must 
respond with the truth that the role of a father “is of 
unique and irreplaceable importance” (FC 25). We know 
that the assistance and support of the father of a child, 
or lack thereof, can often be a deciding factor in a 
woman’s decision to choose life. Tragically, there are 
men who sometimes pressure mothers to make the 
decision to abort the child, sinning grievously and making 
the cowardly choice. These men are not following the 
example of St. Joseph and are not exercising true, 
spiritual fatherhood. 

 
This is because fatherhood extends beyond 
simple procreation and biology.  Fatherhood is 
a spiritual reality, because fatherhood has its 
origins in God who chose to reveal Himself to 
us as Our Father, sending his only Son for the 

sake of our salvation. Fathers therefore have a special 
and unique role “in revealing and in reliving on earth the 
very fatherhood of God” (FC 25). Fathers have a vital, 
unique, and important role to play in the personal and 
spiritual development of their children, and in reflecting 
the love of God the Father himself. Fathers are called to 
show the world the virtues of a tender protector, while 
living out the virtues of humility and courage. 

A father needs to be encouraged to faithfully accept the 
role entrusted to him by God and support the mother of 
his child. Through our prayers and through the 
intercession of St. Joseph, patron of fathers, may fathers 
come to know the irreplaceable role they hold in the 
lives of their children, and the responsibility they share in 
welcoming God’s gift of new life! 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Most Reverend Shelton J. Fabre 
Bishop of Houma-Thibodaux, Chairman of the USCCB Ad 
Hoc Committee against Racism and member of the 
USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities 

Excerpts from Familiaris consortio (On the Family), no. 25 © 
1981, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All 
rights reserved. Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 

 

  June 22-29, 2020 

 

Prayer for the Protection of Religious Liberty 

O God our Creator, from your provident hand we have 
received our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. You have called us as your people and given 
us the right and the duty to worship you, the only true 
God, and your Son, Jesus Christ. Through the power and 
working of your Holy Spirit, you call us to live out our 
faith in the midst of the world, bringing the light and the 
saving truth of the Gospel to every corner of society. 
 
We ask you to bless us in our vigilance for the gift of 
religious liberty. Give us the strength of mind and heart 
to readily defend our freedoms when they are 
threatened; give us courage in making our voices heard 
on behalf of the rights of your Church and the freedom 
of conscience of all people of faith. 
 
Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, a clear and united 
voice to all your sons and daughters gathered in your 
Church in this decisive hour in the history of our nation, 
so that, with every trial withstood and every danger 
overcome—for the sake of our children, our 
grandchildren, and all who come after us—this great land 
will always be "one nation, under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all." 
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 



 

 

INTO YOUR HANDS  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of 

          Helen Zanella 
  May her soul, and the souls of the dear departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Monday - Friday, 6/22-6/26 ~ Daily Mass 8:00 am  
St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 6/27 ~  Masses at 3:00 pm & 5:00 pm 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 6/28 ~ Masses at 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & Noon  
St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

June 21, 2020                                                           Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time                         

The St. Patrick's Food Pantry 
has been operating during this 
Corona virus Pandemic, and is 
now running low on supplies.   
 

This is what the Pantry needs: 
    -  Mac & Cheese/Rice A Roni or other packaged meals 
    -  Canned fruit or small containers of fruit/applesauce 
    -  Jam or jelly      
    -  Crackers    
    -  Cereal, cold or hot 
    -  Small bottles or cans of juice/Gatorade/fruit punch 
    -  Top Ramen or Cup A Noodles 

Thank you to ALL the Parishioners who graciously 
support our Food Pantry! 

 
Questions or Pick-up, please call Sandy Tannhauser:  

209-532-3899 

Directives for In-Person Church Services 
General Directives: 

1. The dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 
on Sundays and Holy Days will continue. 

2. If people choose to attend Mass, they do so at their 
own risk.  During this phase, we ask that those at-risk of 
serious illness from COVID-19, please remain HOME. 

3. Physical distancing of at least 6 feet between people 
of different households will be observed. 
4. Anyone with the slightest symptoms of the illness, 
including clergy and liturgical ministers, must not attend 
Mass.  These symptoms include a cold, cough, 
headache, sore throat. 
 
Specific Directives for the Celebration of Mass 

1. The general liturgical guidelines already given during 
this period remain in force: 

 The Communion from the Chalice is suspended. 

 Communion will only be given on the hand. 

 The exchange of the Sign of Peace is omitted. 

 No holding hands during the Our Father. 
2. Those present should WEAR A MASK which covers the 
nose and mouth.  If you come to Church, and are over 
the age of 2, you will not be allowed entrance without a 
mask.  Please bring your own mask. 
3. Due to the increased risk of spreading the disease 
through respiratory droplets and aerosols well beyond 6 
feet when singing, there will be no congregational or 
choir singing during this phase.   
4. An offertory collection will not be taken but we 
greatly appreciate your generous financial support to 
the parish.  An offertory container will be available for 
you to drop your donation in when approaching the 
celebrant to receive Communion.  Donations can also be 
made on-line or dropped by at the office. 
5. The restrooms will be closed, unless the need is 
crucial and requested by a parishioner. Please contact 
the usher for assistance. 
6. We ask that parishioners do not congregate and visit 
together in front of the Church or the Parish Hall before 
or after Mass.  When you arrive for Mass: 
 The Usher will help you form a line outside of the 
church. Please maintain 6 feet of distance. 
 The Usher will direct you to the hand sanitation site 
and take you to your seat according to social distancing 
guidelines. 
 The Usher will guide you to receive Holy 
Communion. If you do not wish to receive Holy 
Communion, please remain in your seat.  The Usher will 
also assist in helping the parishioners leave the church.  

Happy FatHer’s Day! 



 

 

Evan Dean 
Eileen Hogan 
A.J. Holmes 
Jeanne Kiely 
Bill Kiesling 

Lois Marzocchi 
Gloria Patania 

Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

Clay Sweeney 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

St. Patrick’s Parishioners 

8:00 am Daily Mass has resumed! 
Please see the guidelines below: 

 

 All Social Distancing restrictions will be followed. 

 Everyone must wear a mask and use the hand 
sanitizer provided. 

 No one is to enter the church before 7:00 am, and 
all are to enter by the front doors.  

 The church will be cleaned after Mass is finished, 
and then closed for the rest of the day. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

OLMC Parish Services 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish Services is 
an organization within the parish which 
provides assistance to our community. 
We are guided by the wisdom of the 
Spirit to follow our Catholic tradition of 

caring for those in need by providing for the physical and 
financial concerns of our parishioners and the 
community. The phone number to call to request 
assistance or information is 209-532-7139 Ext. 111 and is 
on the front page of the church bulletin. This phone 
number is monitored by our Core Group. 
 
Parish Services picks up the food donated each week at 
Mass and delivers it to the EV Free Church who 
distribute it to people in need in the Groveland – Big Oak 
Flat Area. We have made cash donations to the Baptist 
Church, the Seventh Day Adventist Church and the EV 
Free Church for their food distribution programs. 
 
We could use one or two more volunteers on our Core 
Group. If you would like more information or would like 
to volunteer, please call the number above and a 
member will return your call. If you would be available 
to prepare food for the sick or for funerals, light home 
repairs, light yard work or social visits, please fill out a 
form which is available at the Parish Service box at the 
back of the church and put it in the box.  

Thank you for your past support. 
 
And the King said, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did 
for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

(Matthew 25:40) 

Prayer to 
Overcome Racism 

 
Mary, friend and mother to all, through your Son, God 
has found a way to unite himself to every human being, 
called to be one people, sisters and brothers to each 
other.  
 
We ask for your help in calling on your Son, seeking 
forgiveness for the times when we have failed to love 
and respect one another. 
 
We ask for your help in obtaining from your Son the 
grace we need to overcome the evil of racism and to 
build a just society. 
 
We ask for your help in following your Son, so that 
prejudice and animosity will no longer infect our minds 
or hearts but will be replaced with a love that respects 
the dignity of each person. 
 
Mother of the Church, the Spirit of your Son Jesus 
warms our hearts: pray for us.  Amen. 
 
www.usccb.org/racism  

In Paradisum 

We remember our dear parishioners who have 
passed away during this pandemic, and we were 

unable to celebrate a Funeral Mass for them.  
Memorial Services will be held at later dates. 

 
Jo Carol James 

Jan Opie 
Nuncy Patania 
Mary Grecco 

Katherine Lopez 
Helen Zanella 



 

 

June 21, 2020                                                           Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time                         

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday June 22 ~ Sunday June 28 

Monday:  2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3-5, 12-13; 
 Mt 7:1-5 
Tuesday:  2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36;  
 Ps 48:2-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday:  Vigil: Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; 
 1 Pt 1:8-12; Lk 1:5-17    
 Day: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1-3, 13-15;   
 Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 
Thursday:       2 Kgs 24:8-17; Ps 79:1b-5, 8-9; Mt 7:21-29 
Friday:            2 Kgs 25:1-12; Ps 137:1-6; Mt 8:1-4  
Saturday:       Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-7, 20-21;  
            Mt 8:5-17 
Sunday:          2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Ps 89:2-3, 16-19;  
            Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday June 21 ~ Saturday June 27 
Sunday:  Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Father’s Day 
Monday:  St. Paulinus of Nola;   
 St. John Fisher and St. Thomas More 
Wednesday: The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
Saturday:   St. Cyril of Alexandria;     
 Blessed Virgin Mary 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

6-7-20    
Week 23 

Participation 
17% 

6-14-20  
Week 24        

Participation 
16% 

June Totals 
to Date 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $3,585 $7,980 $11,565 

OLMC $1,803 $1,079 $2,882 

E-giving $1,970 $660 $2,630  

Total  $7,358 $9,719 $17,077 

LAST YEAR $7,716 $7,572 $15,228 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $195 $283 $478 

OLMC $70 $60 $130 

Total $265 $343 $608 

Please continue to support your Parish during this crisis. 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Saturday June 20 ~ Sunday June 28 
Saturday           No Intentions 
Sunday 8:00 am  No Intentions 
                       10:00 am Deceased members of the YLI                         
             Marcos Balbuena  
                          Ariana Gamboa (Happy Birthday!) 

                       12:00 pm    Wendell & Debby Cushman 
                 Andrew Cushman  

   Apolinar Diaz    
   Jose Torrez Gomez    

Monday        8:00 am  No Intentions 
Tuesday 8:00 am    Souls in Purgatory  
  Victor Espinosa  
Wednesday 8:00 am  No Intentions 
Thursday 8:00 am Nuncy Patania  
Friday 8:00 am  No Intentions 
Saturday          
            OLMC  5:00 pm   Jackie Withers (Happy Birthday!) 
Sunday 8:00 am Nuncy Patania   
                       10:00 am Tete Arellano   
                          The Clark Family 
                       12:00 pm    Jack McCoy     
   Alicia Sanchez  
   Jack & LaVon Woodcock  

SAINT THOMAS MORE (1477-1535)                                                    
AND SAINT JOHN FISHER (1469-1535)                   June 22     
 
From Robert Bolt’s classic A Man for All Seasons to 
Showtime’s edgy The Tudors, Thomas More endears 
himself still: lawyer-statesman of impeccable integrity, 
remarried widower and affectionate father, humanist-
reformer, yet champion of Catholic faith and papal 
primacy. John Paul II named him Patron of Statesmen 
and Politicians, citing More’s generous work on behalf of 
the poorest and most marginalized people of his time, as 
well as his promotion of education for all sectors of 
society. More’s decision for principle over politics, 
conscience over convenience prompted his final words: 
“I die the king’s good servant, but God’s first.”  
 
Alone among England’s bishops, John Fisher dared 
challenge Henry VIII’s divorce and repudiation of the 
papacy. When the Pope named the imprisoned Fisher a 
cardinal, Henry thundered: “Don’t bother sending 
Fisher’s red hat here; I’ll send Fisher’s head to Rome!” 
Whose “good servants” are we first? Isn’t a right 
conscience worth the pain of standing alone?  

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 

 


