
 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
Masses 
are held 
Outdoors 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass is  
held 
Outdoors 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Jan DePaoli,  
           Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

  

. . . in our Parish 

3rd 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

In today’s readings we again look at when Jesus was 
calling disciples and see how they responded to that call. 
Today’s Gospel is in two parts: 

a. The call and the challenge 
b. Responses to the call 

The setting of today’s gospel is immediately after Jesus’ 
baptism in the Jordan, when He received the 
endorsement of His Father and was filled with the Spirit 
of God. John the Baptist has been recently arrested, 
literally “handed over,” as Jesus himself will be and His 
followers after Him.  
 
The Kingdom is near 
So now Jesus, in Galilee, begins His public life and 
mission. He begins to proclaim the Good News, the 
Gospel. It is summed up very simply in two lines: 
“The kingdom of God is at hand,” and “Repent and 
believe in the Gospel.” 
 
The expected time has come, i.e. the arrival of the 
Messiah, the Savior King. And so the kingdom of God is 
close at hand, the kingship, the reign of God. This 
“kingdom” is not a place but rather a web of 
relationships. Those belonging to the kingdom are those 
who accept the life vision that Jesus gave to us and 
whose lives are based on that vision of life. It does not 
matter who they are or where they are and it exists here 
and now. The Kingdom extends far wider than the 
Church, which is called to be the sign pointing to the 
Kingdom’s presence among us. 
 
The key to the Kingdom 
How are we to enter that kingdom? “Repent and believe 
in the Good News.” In the First Reading we see Jonah, 
the reluctant prophet, preaching repentance to the great 
city of Niniveh. Contrary to his expectations, the pagan 
peoples of the city “believed in God” and “renounced 
their evil behavior.” 
 
“Repent” here is more than just being sorry for the past; 
it involves a radical conversion (metanoia), a change of 
direction and priorities in my life. It is a turning from, but 
much more a turning to. 
 
This consists in believing IN the Good News. It is not only 
to accept as true what Jesus or the Church teaches. To 
believe IN involves a total commitment, a throwing in of 
one’s lot with Jesus without any guarantees or 
preconditions. It is to let go of the past and invest one’s 
whole self in the Truth. 

 Responding to the call 
The second part of today’s Gospel shows the first 
responses to this call. Four fishermen are called: “Follow 
me and I will make you fishers of men.” At once, we are 
told, Peter and Andrew left their nets (the means of their 
livelihood) and followed after Jesus. At once, leaving 
their father Zebedee and his hired men, James and John 
also went after Him. 
 
It was a complete act of trust and a total surrender of 
themselves. To what? Actually, they had no idea where 
they were going. They had no idea of what the future 
held. This was the extent of their great trust in this man 
who came out of the blue into their lives and challenged 
them to leave behind their security and throw in their lot 
with Him. They would, in fact, go through many 
unexpected experiences, some of them joyful, some of 
them full of pain. 
 
They would indeed become “fishers of men,” continuing 
a great movement begun by their Christ Jesus to bring 
people to a new way of living in truth, love, freedom and 
justice. But they never regretted that day they walked 
away from their security. They found experiences that 
transcended all their dreams. 
 
Our response 
The call is still going out to each one of us. Am I ready to 
answer? to follow? What are my nets, limiting my 
freedom to follow? What personal relationships are 
blocking my way? What anxieties? What self-centered 
ambitions? 
 
Paul in today’s Second Reading tells the Corinthians to 
live in total freedom and detachment. Nothing we have, 
whether things or personal attachments, are permanent 
and can disappear at a moment’s notice. Whether life is 
very good or very bad: nothing lasts except the 
fundamental values of truth and love, of freedom and 
justice. It is what we are, not what we have that counts. 
 
So ask today to hear the call. Ask to have the freedom to 
follow the call and to be ready to go, wherever Jesus is 
asking you to go. 
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Monday 1/25 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Tuesday 1/26 - Friday 1/29 ~ Daily Mass 12:00 pm 
                               St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 1/30 ~ Vigil Mass,  3:00 pm  
                   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 1/31 ~ Masses at 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
                              St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

January 24, 2021                                                                Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

All Services listed below are held OUTDOORS  
until further notice 

In an effort to inform the faithful 
about the COVID-19 vaccine, the 
Stockton Diocese has gathered 
resources about the vaccine on 
their website. Through the newly 
developed webpage, you can find 
updated information provided by 

the USCCB and the CDC.  An excerpt from the December 
14 statement by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, chairman of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) 
Committee on Doctrine, and Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-
Life Activities, is as follows:  “In view of the gravity of 
the current pandemic and the lack of availability of 
alternative vaccines, the reasons to accept the new 
COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna are 
sufficiently serious to justify their use, despite their 
remote connection to morally compromised cell lines.” 
The statement explains how these cell lines were used 
in some minimal testing, not in producing the vaccine. 
 
“Receiving one of the COVID-19 vaccines ought to be 
understood as an act of charity toward the other and 
most vulnerable members of our community.  In this 
way, being vaccinated safely against COVID-19 should 
be considered an act of love toward our neighbor and 
part of our moral responsibility for the common good.” 
 
At the same time, the bishops also warned that 
Catholics “must be on guard so that the new COVID-19 
vaccines do not desensitize us or weaken our 
determination to oppose the evil of abortion itself and 
the subsequent use of fetal cells in research.” 
 
To read the full statement by the Bishops, please go to: 
www.stocktondiocese.org/covid19vaccine 
www.usccb.org/resources/moral-considerations-
regarding-new-covid-19-vaccines-1 

The Conversion of St. Paul 
 
I can’t imagine life without the Pauline letters to read 
and hear:  Romans, Corinthians, Thessalonians, et al.  
St. Paul, who was born in Tarsus in 8 A.D., is counted 
among the greatest of missionaries who spread the 
word, hope, and salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
But he didn’t start out that way. 
 
Saul (Paul’s given name) was a Jewish man, a Roman 
citizen, and schooled as a Pharisee.  He had a deep 
hatred of Christians, believing that the teachings of 
Jesus violated Mosaic Law, and spent his days 
persecuting anyone who followed these teachings.   
 

Then, on the road to 
Damascus, an intensely bright 
light knocks him to the ground, 
and he hears the voice of 
Christ calling him. He doesn’t 
hesitate.  Just like the Blessed 
Mother and the first apostles, 
he immediately says “Yes!” 
 

With faith and courage inflamed by the Holy Spirit, Paul 
would spend the rest of his life going from country to 
country and town to town proclaiming Jesus as the 
Messiah, organizing and encouraging Christians to be 
resolute followers of Jesus, and nonbelievers to open 
their hearts to Christ, repent and be baptized. His 
travels, letters and teaching changed the world.  
 
But why would Jesus select the likes of Paul in the first 
place? There were certainly other devoted followers of 
Jesus available in those early days of the Church — 
followers ready to give their lives to proclaim Jesus 
Christ as savior of the world. But Jesus picked and 
converted this Pharisee, known as Saul, saying, “This 
man is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name 
before Gentiles, kings and Israelites” (Acts 9:15). 
 
God selected this man who had a strong hatred of all 
Jesus stands for, a man who went into the houses of 
Christians and “dragging out men and women,” then 
“handed them over for imprisonment” (Acts 8:3). This 
man became God’s chosen instrument to spread the 
message of Jesus across the Middle East and parts of 
Europe in the crucial early days of the Church.  
 
Certainly, our Lord works in mysterious ways.  



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

For now, Reconciliation is available only by 
appointment.  Please call the Parish Office if 
you wish to schedule a confession time with 
Fr. Banka. 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Peggy Kingman 
   May her soul, and the souls of all the dear 

departed, through the mercy of God,  
rest in peace. 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Jackie Boling-Tucker 

Bernice Budowich 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeveria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Lois Marzocchi 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 

All Parishioners please note: 
 Mass Schedule ~ St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

If it rains or snows, we can still 
hear Fr. Banka celebrate Mass ! 

 

 Come to church at a scheduled Mass time 

 Park at the Parish Hall or on Jackson St. 

 Tune your car radio to 106.7 FM 

 Stay warm and dry in your car, and listen 

to Mass on your car radio 

 Fr. Banka will distribute communion to 

you in your car 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Closed 12:30 to 1:00 pm for lunch 

Church Keepers - A new ministry at OLMC 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

 
Welcome to  

Our Lady’s Church Keepers! 
Some of us would like to form a 
group which is dedicated to the 
liturgical  preparations of our lovely 
church.  There are many different 
ways you can help in this ministry:  

*Meet up on Thursdays from 1 to 3 to discuss, plan and 
implement ideas for decor (after Covid-19 restrictions 
are lifted).  
*Donate an indoor plant . 
*Help with Christmas and Easter set up and dismantling. 
*Volunteer to be responsible for one month each year.     
   A sign up sheet is ready.  
*Work from home on projects like wall hangings and the 
   Sunday quote board.  
*Dedicate a plant used for Christmas and Easter. 
   
Present Needs:  
As we are in Ordinary time, an indoor plant  donation 
would be very helpful.  
 
February 17 is Ash Wednesday.  A volunteer is needed 
for Sunday quotes for  part of or all of Lent.  
 
Please call us with your interest and ideas.   
Ellen Jeffrey: 209-962-7617 or 209-840-7043    
Susan Maki:  209-770-6295 
 
We will let you know the needs for each  liturgical 
season.    Any and all help and suggestions are welcome! 



 

 

January 24, 2021                                                                 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday January 25 ~ Sunday January 31 

Monday: Acts 22:3-19 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; 
 Mk 16:15-18 
Tuesday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-8a, 10; 
 Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday: Heb 10:11-18; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 4:1-20 
Thursday: Heb 10:19-25; Ps 24:1-6; Mk 4:21-25 
Friday: Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37:3-6, 23-24, 39-40; 
 Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday: Heb 11:1-2, 8-18; Lk 1:69-75; Mk 4:35-41 
Sunday: Dt 18:15-20; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; 1 Cor 7:32-35; 
 Mk 1:21-28 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday January 24 ~ Saturday January 30 
Sunday:  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle 
Tuesday: Ss. Timothy and Titus 
Wednesday:  St. Angela Merici; Tu B’Shvat (Jewish New 
 Year of Trees) begins at sunset 
Thursday: St. Thomas Aquinas 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Saturday January 23 ~ Sunday January 31 
Saturday   
           OLMC  3:00 pm  No Intentions  
Sunday 9:00 am Gay Vineman  
   Joan Holland  
 11:00 am Roberto Rocha  
   Alicia Sanchez  
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  Carlos Balbuena  

  Roberto Rocha   
Wednesday  12:00 pm Joyce Roche  
  Roberto Rocha  
Thursday       12:00 pm Carlos Balbuena  
  Roberto Rocha  
Friday            12:00 pm Roberto Rocha  
  Merlynne Verceles  
   (Happy Birthday!) 
Saturday 
            OLMC 3:00 pm    No Intentions 
Sunday  9:00 am Alicia Diaz                        
     Ines Bandera   
 11:00 am   Roberto Rocha    
    Raul Gamboa  

“The Eucharist is at the 
heart of Christian initiation 
together with Baptism and 
Confirmation, and it is the 
source of the Church’s life 
itself. From this Sacrament 

of love, in fact, flows every authentic 
journey of faith, of communion, and of 
witness."           

 Pope Francis 

Weekly 
Goal 

$ 10,000 

1-3-21    
Week 1 

1-10-21    
Week 2 

January 
Totals             

to date                          

1-17-21    
Week 3 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $4,452 $6,242 $17,786 $7,092 

OLMC $445 $1,487 $2,718 $786 

E-giving $400 $1,250 $2,975  $1,325 

Total  $5,297 $8,979 $23,479 $9,203 

LAST YEAR $10,697 $7,754 $24,036 $5,585 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $407 $193 $3,240 $2,640 

OLMC $25 $100 $140 $15 

Total $432 $293 $3,380 $2,655 

Additional from last week: 
Christmas:  St. Pat’s $200; OLMC $100 

Solemnity of Mary:  St. Pat’s $70; OLMC $25 
Please keep supporting your Parish during these difficult times. 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

“The 2 most important days in your life 
are the day you were born, and the day 
you realized why.” 

Mark Twain 



 

 


