
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please call me at 
209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

If the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 

the One who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 

bodies also, through His Spirit that dwells in you.    (Romans 8:11 ) 
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Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Conversion - “To Turn” 
 
Lent is about turning our lives in the right direction. Is 
the direction of our lives leading us and our loved ones 
toward eternal life? Are we heading in the right 
direction? Are we choosing to turn toward that which is 
true, ordered, and life-giving? Are we choosing that 
which is God-intended and guided by the Holy Spirit? The 
grace of the season of Lent assists us with God’s grace 
and positions us to confront sin and spiritual darkness 
face to face. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
defines sin as: “An offense against God as well as a fault 
against reason, truth, and a right conscience. It is a 
deliberate thought, word, deed, or omission contrary to 
the eternal law of God.” So, given this definition, let us 
ask ourselves: “In what direction are we headed?” Is the 
direction of our lives:  

•Leading us closer to God and toward everlasting 
life - Heaven? 
•Autonomously driven and replacing God with 
self? 
•Respecting the sanctity of life? 
•Determining how we define and identify who 
we are? 
•Supporting God’s definition of marriage? 
•Determining who is to be: tolerated, respected 
and treated with dignity? 
•Encouraging us to proclaim our word over 
God’s word? 
•Concerned in giving others our piece of mind 
instead of taking on the peace of the mind of 
Christ? 
•Determining what we say is sexually moral, 
ethical and just versus that of the teachings of 
Jesus and his Church? 
•Creating laws that substitute for the Law?  

 
This Lent, let us take into account the following: If we 
choose to follow a direction that is grounded in 
autonomy, it will ultimately lead to an unfulfilled life. As 
Christians, we cannot be the center of our universe. That 
place and position belongs to God alone! The thoughts, 
words and actions that individuals enthrone upon the 
pedestal of autonomy must be dethroned and the 
pedestal given back to its rightful Owner. In all of this, 
Lent reminds us: God is God and we are not! He is the 
one who is all merciful. Only He can save us from our 
sins. When we turn, listen and respond to the call of 
conversion, then, and only then, will we find true 

fulfillment and joy. We must truly listen to Jesus. This is 
well expressed in the following words of Bishop Robert 
Barron: “Jesus urges his listeners to change their way of 
knowing, their way of perceiving and grasping reality, 
their mode of seeing -all has to be opened up, turned 
around, revitalized.” It all comes down to our 
commitment to the prophetic words of Ezekiel: “Make 
for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit.”   (Ez 18:31) 

 
Desiring holiness, accepting God’s will and embracing 
love of God and neighbor encompasses the purpose and 
goal of the season of Lent. As we continue our Lenten 
journey, let us turn in the right direction; a direction 
affirmed in the following prayer:  
 

Father, without you we can do nothing. By your 
Spirit help us to know what is right and to be 
eager in doing your will. Amen.  

 
“Harden not your heart!”  

 
In the peace of Christ, 
Bishop Myron J. Cotta 

March is a special month for Bishop Cotta!   
On March 15th he celebrated 3 years as the Bishop of the 
Diocese of Stockton.  On March 21 he celebrates his 
birthday, and on March 25 he celebrates 7 years ordained 
as a Bishop! Please keep Bishop Cotta in your prayers as 
he leads our diocese. 



 

 

Monday 3/22~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Tuesday 3/23 - Friday 3/26 ~  Daily Mass, 12:00 pm  
                           St. Patrick’s Parish Hall, Sonora 

Friday 3/26 ~ Stations of the Cross 
                           3:00 pm OLMC;  5:00 pm St. Patrick’s 

Saturday 3/27 ~ Palm Sunday Vigil Mass, 3:00 pm  
                           Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 3/28 ~ Palm Sunday  
                           Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am 
                           St. Patrick’s, Sonora 
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INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Carolyn Sutherlin 
   May her soul, and the souls of all the dear 

departed, through the mercy of God,  
rest in peace. 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
A new weekly series in the Bulletin!   

 
When is Easter? 

Every year it seems we have to stop and ask ourselves, 
“So, when is Easter this year?”   
 
I’ll tell you how to figure it out: 
Easter will always fall on the first Sunday after the first 
full moon after March 21, the Vernal Equinox.  So this 
year the first full moon after March 21 happens on 
March 28 (a Sunday) and the next Sunday after that is 
April 4, which is the date for Easter this year.  Next year, 
the first full moon after March 21 happens on April 16 (a 
Saturday) and the next Sunday after that is April 17, 
which is the date for Easter 2022. Once you have the 
Easter date, count back the 40 days of Lent, not counting 
Sundays, and now you know when Ash Wednesday will 
be.  The full moon that determines the Easter date is 
also called the Paschal Moon. 
 

The Moveable Feasts   
You have heard the Deacon proclaim “the Moveable 
Feasts” during the Mass on Epiphany, but perhaps you 
weren’t completely sure what that meant.  Moveable 
Feasts are celebrated on a different day each year.  They 
are Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday, as we just 
discussed, also the Ascension of the Lord, Pentecost, 
Corpus Christi, and the First Sunday of Advent.  
Examples of Feasts that are NOT moveable - they have 
the same date every year, regardless of when Easter 
occurs - are All Saints which is always November 1, and 
Christmas which is always December 25. 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Banka 

Stations of the 

Cross 

Please join us in this Lenten 
devotion as we pray the 
Stations of the Cross every 
Friday during Lent.    

 
St. Patrick’s ~  5:00 pm 

OLMC ~ 3:00 pm 

Palm Sunday 
Vigil Mass ~ Saturday March 27, 3:00 pm OLMC 
Sunday March 28  
Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am, St. Patrick’s 
 

Holy Thursday ~ April 1 
Mass at 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 
 

Good Friday ~ April 2 
Stations of the Cross and Veneration at 2:00 pm,  
St. Patrick’s 
Stations of the Cross and Veneration at 3:00 pm, OLMC 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall will remain open until 7:00 pm 
 

Easter Vigil ~ Saturday, April 3 
Service begins at 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 
 

Easter Sunday ~ Sunday, April 4 
Masses at 8:00 and 10:00 am, OLMC 
Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am, St Patrick’s 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 

A similar, but slightly different project 
in the works is the Cards of Easter Joy. 
In this case, you will provide names 
and mailing addresses of specific 
people who are homebound or in 
assisted living, who you know would 
enjoy receiving an Easter Card. You 
may also provide the cards, if you 

wish, or  the Pastoral Council will provide them. Please 
give their names and mailing addresses to the Parish 
office by March 26, or email to stpats@stpatssonora.org 

Messages of Hope  
Our Parish Project for Lent 

 
We would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to the Messages of Hope.  The 
outpouring of love and care for our 

seniors living in isolation during this pandemic was 
overwhelming!  St. Patrick’s parishioners are always so 
generous, and the love of Christ shines brightly through 
all of you.  It’s not too late if you still want to send a 
Message of Hope in the form of a card, poem, or 
picture.  This project will conclude at the end of Lent. 
 
Again, thank you to everyone who took some time out 
of your day to make someone else’s day a little brighter! 

The USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life Activities issued a 
statement on the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine 
recently approved for use in the United States: 
  
“The approval of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 
vaccine for use in the United States again raises 
questions about the moral permissibility of using 
vaccines developed, tested, and/or produced with the 
help of abortion-derived cell lines. 
 
Pfizer and Moderna’s vaccines raised concerns because 
an abortion-derived cloned cell line was used for testing 
them, but not in their production.  The Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine, however, was developed, tested and 
is produced with abortion-derived cloned cell lines 
raising additional moral concerns. The Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith has judged that when ethically 
irreproachable Covid-19 vaccines are not available … it 
is morally acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that 
have used cloned cell lines from an aborted fetus in 
their research and production process. However, if one 
can choose among equally safe and effective COVID-19 
vaccines, the vaccine with the least connection to 
abortion-derived cell lines should be chosen. Therefore, 
if one has the ability to choose a vaccine, Pfizer or 
Moderna’s vaccines should be chosen over Johnson & 
Johnson’s.   
 
While we should continue to insist that pharmaceutical 
companies stop using abortion-derived cell lines, given 
the world-wide suffering that this pandemic is causing, 
we affirm again that being vaccinated can be an act of 
charity that serves the common good.” 

March 2, 2021 USCCB 

It is so wonderful to see how many 
of you have returned to Mass!  
Please note that the 11:00 am 
Sunday Mass is always very full, and 
once we’ve reached our maximum 
capacity inside the Hall we have to 
ask any additional attendees to sit 
outside and listen to the Mass on an 

outdoor speaker.  If you do not wish to do this, please 
be advised we always have plenty of indoor seating at 
our 7:30 and 9:00 am Masses.    

Easter Flowers at OLMC 
Dear OLMC parishioners: Envelopes 
and dedication tags for Easter flowers 
are located in the back of our 
beautiful church.  Those who wish to 
donate can leave the envelop and tag 
in the basket there. If the donation was already sent 
with the church envelops, just let Ellen or Maggie know 
if you wish your donation be dedicated to someone.  
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday March 22 ~ Sunday March 28 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-62]; 
 Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56; 
 Jn 8:31-42  
Thursday: Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10; 
 Lk 1:26-38 
Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13; Jn 11:45-56 
Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16 (Procession); 
 Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1 - 15:47 [15:1-39] 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday March 21 ~ Saturday March 27 
Sunday:  Fifth Sunday of Lent; Third Scrutiny 
Tuesday: St. Turibius of Mogrovejo 
Thursday: The Annunciation of the Lord 
Friday:  Abstinence 
 

Saturday March 20 ~ Sunday March 28 
Saturday   
           OLMC   3:00 pm  No Intentions  
Sunday   7:30 am Maria Pedraso     
   9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI  
    Rose Mills               
                       11:00 am   Marcos Balbuena 
     Gregg Jacob  
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  Joe Alomia  
Wednesday  12:00 pm Ambrea Penney    
  Gail Andrus (Health) 
Thursday       12:00 pm Mitch Woods    
Friday            12:00 pm Lee O’Shaughnessy   
Saturday 
            OLMC 3:00 pm  Rolene Kiesling    
Sunday   7:30 am  No Intentions 
   9:00 am Irving & Jane Symonds 
 11:00 am  No Intentions 
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Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

3-7-21  
Week 10 

March 
Totals                

to Date 

3-14-21  
Week 11 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $7,261 $13,039 $5,778 

OLMC $1,174 $2,095 $921 

E-giving $2,160 $2,980 $820 

Total  $10,595 $18,114 $7,519 

LAST YEAR $5,951 $11,729 $5,778 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $692 $857 $165 

OLMC $85 $500 $415 

Total $777 $1,357 $580 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

The Annunciation of the Lord (March 25) 
 
     From all eternity, God had decided that the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity should become human. 
Now, as Luke 1:26-38 tells us, the decision is being 
realized. The Incarnation embraces all humanity, indeed 
all creation, to bring it to God in one great act of love: 
Jesus will accept a life of suffering and an agonizing 
death. “No one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15:13) 
     From all eternity, God destined Mary to be the 
mother of Jesus and she has a role to play with Jesus in 
the creation and redemption of the world. It is God’s 
grace from beginning to end. She is the empty space 
where God could act.  
     Mary is the virgin-mother who fulfills Isaiah 7:14 in a 
way that Isaiah could not have imagined. She is united 
with her Son in carrying out the will of God (Psalm 40:8-
9; Hebrews 10:7-9; Luke 1:38). 
     Together with Jesus, Mary is the link between heaven 
and earth. She is the human being who best, after Jesus, 
exemplifies the possibilities of human existence. She 
received into her lowliness the infinite love of God. She 
shows how an ordinary human being can reflect God in 
the ordinary circumstances of life. She exemplifies what 
the Church and every member of the Church is meant to 
become. She manifests what the Incarnation is meant to 
accomplish for all of us. 



 

 


