
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Jan DePaoli,  
           Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 



 

 

There is the ancient question about why there is 
anything. There are other “big questions” as well floating 
through the liturgy towards which we are moving these 
early days of February.  
 
“Why am I who and where I am at this time of history?” 
“What am I to do with time and the realities of my life?” 
 
We are praying these days, not so much for clarification, 
but for the faith and the courage which faith provides to 
live toward peaceful trust. We can pray with the 
experiences of our time and talents which can lead us to 
that peaceful, though unexplainable contentment. We 
pray to rise from our debilitating paralysis from fear and 
doubt. We pray for the spirit of the adventure of faith 
which proves that life’s questions are valid, but not 
absolutely essential for real fulfillment.  

 
Job, in our First Reading, 
has had a hard time of it. 
He is experiencing the 
crucible of fidelity. The 
Devil makes a bet with 
God that if Job is 

squeezed hard enough he will cry out in disbelief. The 
devil says that Job is a man of faith only because he has 
everything he wants and has it within his control. 
 
So his family, his possessions and even his own physical 
well-being are removed. He is struggling to stay faithful. 
He is a most conventional or normal human being. These 
lines are his answers which are being wrenched from his 
mouth by the twisting of his body and soul. He has lost 
everything except some trust in the value of life, and 
very little even of that. His struggles are something we all 
know in our own lives.  
 
Our Second Reading, which is not usually thematically 
united with the First Reading and the Gospel, does have 
Paul’s spin on the meaning of life for him. Paul was an 
unusual man who found the meaning in life from his 
preaching the Gospel. Paul preaches what he has 
received through Jesus Christ, the Good News of 
freedom from condemnation. 
 
In the Gospel we continue seeing Jesus in His early days. 
He is curing humans, not of their humanity, but of those 
illnesses which prevent them from the usual way of 
living. Simon’s mother-in-law rises from her bed of fever 

and begins doing something good with her being well. So 
many others were healed that when He went off to pray 
by Himself, His friends came to find Him. Everybody in 
town was looking for Him. He refused that invitation and 
left with His friends for other villages and folks to cure. 
Jesus had received His meaning for his life, His 
“purpose,” which was to be and live the Good News. 
 
I could want to be unusual and in many ways, thank God, 
I am. As with Job, I can desire to have the natural 
struggles of life. I would not want to live a faith which 
trivialized losses, sufferings and confusions with easy 
answers. Eventually Job proved unusual in that he 
wrestled with God and the meaning of suffering: faith.     
I can desire to live the unconventional way Paul did. He 
was not cool, nor cooled by what others thought of him 
and his way of preaching. 
 
I recently was told by someone attending a talk I was 
giving that I spoke too quickly and was boring. I had a 
little Job-like response of wondering why I was doing this 
and what was the use of it at all. Whether they had given 
me a simple correction or an expression of frustration I 
do not know. I rose from my temporary bed of doubt–
fever and went on with the talks. This is a way of my 
being unusual, I claim: not odd, but not lying down in my 
Job-like bed of self–question and expression of doubts 
about God and God’s working through me. If I am boring, 
so be it. I will try to be—not what you think I should be—
but even more of what God would have me be. 
 
What an unusual way to live, bringing others to life in its 
many forms! 
 

O come, let us worship God and bow low  
before the God who made us,  

for he is the Lord our God.  
(Psalm 95:6-7) 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ 

©2021 Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/020721.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/020721.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/020721.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/95?6


 

 

Monday 2/8 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Tuesday 2/9 - Friday 2/12 ~ Daily Mass 12:00 pm 
                               St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 2/13 ~ Vigil Mass, 3:00 pm  
                   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 2/14 ~ Masses at 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
                          St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

February 7, 2021                                                                 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

© 2021 Franciscan Media 

MEMORANDUM TO: The Diocese of Stockton  
FROM: Bishop Myron J. Cotta 
DATE: January 28, 2021 
RE: Vaccinate to Protect the Health of Yourself and 
Your Community 
 
Brothers and Sisters,  
In partnership with the Catholic health systems and 
Catholic Charities throughout the Golden State, the 
Catholic Bishops of California urge all Californians to 
receive a vaccination to prevent the continued spread 
of the deadly COVID-19 pandemic that has claimed the 
lives of more than two million people worldwide.  
 
As the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith has said, the vaccines now available and currently 
offered (Pfizer and Moderna) and those that are now in 
the testing approval/process (Johnson & Johnson and 
AstraZeneca) are morally permissible and can be used 
in good conscience.  
 
Beyond simply protecting their own health and safety, 
Catholics also have an obligation to protect their family, 
friends and community by vaccinating as soon as 
feasible in accordance with public health guidelines and 
protocols in their area. One should always consult with 
their doctor regarding any personal medical concerns.  
 
Let us continue to pray for a swift end to the pandemic.  

 
In the Peace of Christ,  
Bishop Myron J. Cotta 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
February 11 

 
On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX 
proclaimed the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception in the 
apostolic constitution Ineffabilis 
Deus. A little more than three years 
later, on February 11, 1858, a young 

lady appeared to Bernadette Soubirous. This began a 
series of eighteen visions. During the apparition on 
March 25, the lady identified herself with the words: “I 
am the Immaculate Conception.” 
 
Bernadette was a sickly child of poor parents. Their 
practice of the Catholic faith was scarcely more than 
lukewarm. Bernadette could pray the Our Father, the 
Hail Mary and the Creed. She also knew the prayer of 
the Miraculous Medal: “O Mary conceived without 
sin.” During interrogations Bernadette gave an account 
of what she saw. It was “something white in the shape 
of a girl, a pretty young girl with a rosary over her arm.” 
Her white robe was encircled by a blue girdle. She wore 
a white veil, and a rosary was in her hand.  
 
Through that humble girl, Mary revitalized and 
continues to revitalize the faith of millions of people. 
People began to flock to Lourdes from other parts of 
France and from all over the world. In 1862 Church 
authorities confirmed the authenticity of the 
apparitions and authorized the cult of Our Lady of 
Lourdes for the diocese. The Feast of Our Lady of 
Lourdes became worldwide in 1907. 
 
Lourdes has become a place of pilgrimage and healing, 
but even more of faith. Church authorities have 
recognized over 60 miraculous cures, although there 
have probably been many more. To people of faith this 
is not surprising. It is a continuation of Jesus’ healing 
miracles—now performed at the intercession of his 
mother. Some would say that the greater miracles are 
hidden. Many who visit Lourdes return home with 
renewed faith and a readiness to serve God in their 
needy brothers and sisters. 
 
There still may be people who doubt the apparitions of 
Lourdes. Perhaps the best that can be said to them are 
the words that introduce the film The Song of 
Bernadette: “For those who believe in God, no 
explanation is necessary. For those who do not believe, 
no explanation is possible.” 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

“Rise up, insignificant man! 
From your preoccupations, flee 
a while. From your turbulent 
thoughts, hide for a time. Your 
crushing responsibilities cast 

aside. Your burdensome business lay down.  
Free a little space for God.  Rest a little while in Him!” 

 
St. Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury (1033-1109) 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

For now, Reconciliation is available only by 
appointment.  Please call the Parish Office 
if you wish to schedule a confession time 
with Fr. Banka. 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

James Earl Laeng 
   May his soul, and the souls of all the dear 

departed, through the mercy of God,  

Barbara Balestrieri 
Jackie Boling-Tucker 

Bernice Budowich 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeveria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 

 

Fr. Banka and the Pastoral Council 
would like to send cards of Easter 
joy to those who are homebound 
or residents of assisted living 
facilities.  If you know of someone 
who would enjoy receiving a card, 
please give their name and mailing 
address to the Parish office.  

A NEW Religious Study begins at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

 
The Wild Goose: 

Discovering a Deeper Relationship  
with the Holy Spirit 

 
 

What: Invitation to a Religious Study (7 Lessons) 
Where: Zoom Meeting 
When: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays starting Feb 10th, 2021 
Time: 5:00 – 6:30 PM 
DVD Speaker: Father Dave Pivonka, TOR 
  
“The Wild Goose” is an unforgettable Journey that you 
shouldn't miss.  Join Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, in this 
incredible 14-part video series which is awakening God's 
love and transforming power in the hearts of all who 
participate.  Discover the Holy Spirit who has been 
revealed to us by Jesus Christ and who leads us to our 
heavenly Father. 
 
This adventure consists of Fr. Dave speaking on an 
attribute of the Holy Spirit, a practical application on 
how to respond to the Holy Spirit and testimonies of 
people from across the country whose lives have been 
impacted by the Spirit of God. 
 
“The Wild Goose” is Fr. Dave's simple invitation to 
Christians into a more profound, life-giving relationship 
with the Holy Spirit.  This is a relationship marked by the 
love of God, which breathes life into our daily existence. 
 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is not merely something 
reserved for Confirmation. The Spirit desires a 
relationship with us that will take us on the greatest 
adventure imaginable: a journey to the very heart of 
God.  The Holy Spirit desires to be present to us in a 
manner that brings light out of darkness, freedom out of 
bondage, order out of chaos, and life out of death. 
 
Please sign up for this class as soon as possible so that 
your class outline and your Zoom meeting invitation can 
be emailed to you.  All Parishioners are invited! 
 
For more information please contact 
Warren Belisle at 962-4309 or email: 
bellale@msn.com  
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday February 8 ~ Sunday February 14 

Monday: Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10, 12, 24, 
 35c; Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday: Gn 1:20 - 2:4a; Ps 8:4-6; Mk 7:1-13 
Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28,  
 29bc-3; Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday: Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-5; Mk 7:24-30 
Friday: Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday: Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10 
Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11;  
 1 Cor 10:31 - 11:1; Mk 1:40-45 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday February 7 ~ Saturday February 13 
Sunday:  Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 World Day for Consecrated Life; 
 Scout Sunday 
Monday: St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine Bakhita; 
 International Day of Prayer and Awareness 
 Against Human Trafficking 
Wednesday:  St. Scholastica 
Thursday: Our Lady of Lourdes; World Day of the Sick 
Friday: Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday;  
 Lunar New Year 4719 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday February 6 ~ Sunday February 14 
Saturday   
           OLMC  3:00 pm  No Intentions  
Sunday 9:00 am Matt Cushman  
   Maryanne Sanders  
 11:00 am Roberto Rocha  
   Alicia Sanchez  
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  Dr. Fred Coleman (Conversion) 
  Roberto Rocha   
Wednesday  12:00 pm Roberto Rocha  
  Jerry & Sandy Tannhauser  
   (Anniversary) 
Thursday       12:00 pm Roberto Rocha  
  Dr. Charlie Browne (Conversion) 
Friday            12:00 pm Alicia Diaz  
  Ines Bandera  
Saturday 
            OLMC 3:00 pm   Stan & Marcie Sowa  
Sunday  9:00 am Joseph D. Coleman                        
     Onofrio, Grace, and Saverio  
    Yacovone   
 11:00 am   Jack McCoy    
    Alicia Sanchez  

Parish Office 
Hours 

 
Monday - 
Thursday 

8:30 am to 
4:00 pm 

 
Closed  

1:00 to 1:30 
pm for lunch 

 

Weekly 
Goal 

$ 10,000 

1-3-21    
Week 1 

1-10-21    
Week 2 

January 
Totals                                     

1-17-21    
Week 3 

1-24-21   
Week 4 

1-31-21    
Week 5 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $4,452 $6,242 $27,080 $7,092 $4,794 $4,500 

OLMC $445 $1,487 $9,378 $786 $5,775 $885 

E-giving $400 $1,250 $4,120  $1,325 $755 $390 

Total  $5,297 $8,979 $40,578 $9,203 $11,324 $5,775 

LAST YEAR $10,697 $7,754 $38,771 $5,585 $6,109 $8,626 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $407 $193 $3,335 $2,640 $40 $55 

OLMC $25 $100 $170 $15 $0 $30 

Total $432 $293 $3,505 $2,655 $40 $85 

Please keep supporting your Parish during these difficult times. 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Ash 
Wednesday 

February 17 

Feb 13-14, 20-21 



 

 


