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Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.           
I would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

Jesus said, “While I am in the world,  

I am the Light of the World.”  ( John 9:5 ) 
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Psalm 23 says, “The Lord is my Shepherd. There is 
nothing I shall want.” 
 
But today’s Gospel Reading tells the story of a man born 
blind. How is the Psalm supposed to be made consonant 
with the Gospel Reading? Doesn’t the man born blind 
have something that he lacks? 
 
The disciples of Jesus are anxious about this blind man 
too, and they try to allay their anxiety by finding some 
explanation for his blindness. “Why was this man born 
blind?” they ask Jesus. “Did this man sin or was it his 
parents?” If it was anybody’s sin, then they can 
reasonably hope that such suffering won’t come to their 
families, at least it won’t come if they all try hard not to 
sin. 
 
But this is an appalling way to think about suffering, isn’t 
it? 
 
It is terrible to suppose that all suffering is punishment 
for sin. What kind of God inflicts blindness on a newborn 
as a punishment for sin? 
 
Jesus dismisses their attitude entirely. This man’s 
blindness has nothing to do with the sins of anyone, 
Jesus says. It’s something about the future—not 
something about the past—that explains his blindness. 
God let this man be born blind that the works of God 
might be manifest through him. 
 
So that is Jesus’ explanation for the man’s blindness, but 
it looks at least as bad as the thought of the disciples, 
doesn’t it? What kind of God inflicts blindness on a 
newborn so that the works of God can be manifest in him 
later? 
 
But think about that blind man himself. 

 
At the outset of the story, he 
is an impoverished outcast, 
a beggar, a nobody. Then 
the mighty works of God are 
manifest in him, and he 

takes the Lord as his Shepherd. The result is that he 
himself becomes glorious. When the story ends, he has 
become an icon of faith and courage. He has stood up to 
the worldly power of the leaders of his community and 
witnessed to the goodness of God in very challenging 

circumstances. He has become an example to us all. 
 
Who would not want to be like him? And that is why it 
was true for him that the Lord was his shepherd, even 
though he was born blind. In the end, the Lord was his 
Shepherd, and there was nothing the blind man lacked, 
just as the Psalmist says. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
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One way we can enhance our 
Lenten fasting practice is by 
giving up meals and donating the 
cost of the meals to Catholic 
Relief Services in order to help 

those who do not have enough to eat.       
                              

Catholic Relief Services 
Second Collection ~ Weekend of March 20-21 

St. Patrick’s Breastplate 
 
I bind unto myself today  
the power of God to hold and lead,  
His eye to watch, His might to stay,  
His ear to hearken to my need:  
the wisdom of my God to teach,  
His hand to guide, His shield to ward;  
the Word of God to give me speech,  
His heavenly host to be my guard. 
 
Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, 
Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me,  
Christ to comfort me and restore me, Christ beneath me,  
Christ above me, Christ in the hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in the mouth of friend and stranger. 
 
I bind unto myself the Name,  
the strong Name of the Trinity, by invocation of the same,  
the Three in One, and One in Three,  
of Whom all nature hath creation;  
Eternal Father, Spirit, Word:  
praise to the Lord of my salvation,  
Salvation is of Christ the Lord.  
Amen. 

Eleonore Stump is Professor of Philosophy, Saint Louis University  

Eleonore Stump 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/032220.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/032220.cfm
http://www.crs.org
http://www.crs.org


 

 

Monday 3/15~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Tuesday 3/16 ~  Daily Mass, 12:00 pm  
         Penance Service, 5:00 pm St. Patrick’s (outdoors) 
Wednesday 3/17, Thursday 3/18 & Friday 3/19 ~  
                     Daily Mass, 12:00 pm, St. Patrick’s, Sonora                          

Friday 3/19 ~ Stations of the Cross 
                          3:00 pm OLMC;  5:00 pm St. Patrick’s 

Saturday 3/20 ~ Vigil Mass, 3:00 pm  
                   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 3/21 ~ Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am 
                            St. Patrick’s, Sonora 
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Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
A new weekly series in the Bulletin!   

 
Every week, Fr. Banka will give us wonderful bits of 
information regarding our Catholic Faith.  Some will be 
inspiring, some will be elucidating, some will just be fun - 
but all will be interesting and will help us grow in our 
spirituality and faith. 
 

The Number “40” 
We all know that Lent lasts for 40 days, excluding 
Sundays. Did you know that the number 40 has great 
significance in scripture?  It has multiple mentions in 
both the Old and New Testaments. It is used to express a 
period of time in which there is a transformation, a 
transition, or a preparation for something great.  In the 
story of Noah’s ark, the flood lasted 40 days and  40 
nights.  Moses fasted for 40 days to prepare to receive 
the Law, and again was atop Mt. Sinai for 40 days 
receiving the Law. The Israelites wandered in the desert 
for 40 years after fleeing the Egyptians. Jesus fasted for 
40 days before beginning His public ministry, and He 
ascended into heaven 40 days after His glorious 
Resurrection.  And, most interestingly,  biblical scholars 
have pointed out that the Resurrection would have 
occurred about 40 hours after He was laid in the tomb.  
 
Not related to scripture, but during another historic 
pandemic - the Black Death which ravaged Europe 
during the 1400-1500’s -  the boats coming into the 
Venice harbor were stopped and no one was allowed to 
disembark for 40 days to make sure all aboard were free 
of disease.  The Italian word for 40 is “quaranta”, and 
this is where we get our word 
“quarantine,” a word we’ve all 
heard too much lately! 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Banka 

NEW Religious Study at OLMC 
The Jewish Roots of Holy Week 

Gain a deeper understanding of Holy Week  
Where: Zoom Meeting 
When: Tuesdays starting March 2 
Time: 5:00 – 6:30 pm 
DVD Speaker: Dr. Brant Pitre 
  
Most people know that Jesus 
celebrated the Last Supper on 
Holy Thursday, died on Good 
Friday, and lay dead in the tomb 

on Holy Saturday. But what about the other days of 
Holy Week? What did Jesus say and do on the last 
seven days of his life? 
 
In these riveting presentations, Dr. Brant Pitre takes his 
knowledge of the Jewish roots of Christianity and uses it 
to unveil the mysteries of the most sacred and solemn 
week of the entire year: "Holy Week."  
 
If you're looking to get more out of the season of Lent 
this year and to truly enter into the mystery of Holy 
Week with Jesus, then “The Jewish Roots of Holy Week 
– The 7 Last Days of Jesus” is for you.  We will be 
meeting for four Tuesdays in a row and there will be 
absolutely no preparation required.  We will be 
watching the video followed by a short discussion 
period.  Please join us for this important study. 
 
Please sign up for this class as soon as possible so that 
your class outline and your Zoom meeting invitation can 
be emailed to you.  For more information, please 
contact Warren Belisle at 209-962-4309 or email: 
bellale@msn.com 

St. Patrick’s  
Lenten Penance Service 

Tuesday, March 16th 
5:00 pm ~ Outdoors, Parish Hall 

 
For God says:  

“In an acceptable time I heard you, 
and on the day of salvation I helped you.” 

Behold, now is a very acceptable time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation.                                              (2 Cor 6:3) 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeverria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 

Messages of Hope  
Our Parish Project for Lent 

 
Here is an opportunity for you and your 
family to “give alms” during this Lenten 
Season. In Tuolumne County, there are 

many elderly people residing in assisted living  or long 
term care facilities.  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, they 
have not been able to have many visitors, or to even 
visit with each other.  For nearly a year now, they’ve 
spent most of their time in their rooms, lonely, isolated, 
and fearful of a virus that seems to be targeting their 
age group in particular. These people have given so 
much throughout their long lives.  Can we give them 
something in return? How happy they would be to 
receive a note, or a card, or a drawing, just to assure 
them that they are still part of a community, and they 
are loved.  
 
Please consider writing an uplifting paragraph or poem, 
buying or making a card, drawing or painting a picture, 
and place them in the Messages of Hope basket after 
Mass or in the Parish Office during the week.  Parents, 
you can help your kids to do something creative and at 
the same time teach a valuable lesson about community 
and acts of mercy. You do not need to address these 
Messages of Hope to anyone in particular. St. Patrick’s 
Parish Staff will deliver them to the various facilities, and 
the wonderful caregivers there will make sure they get 
to the people who are most in need. 
 
Here are a few basic messages to use as a starting point. 
You can express them in your own words, or you may 
have your own ideas: 
1. We have faith and trust in God that the pandemic will 
end, the world will heal, and life will get back to normal.   
2. We look forward to the day when we will be able to 
see each other, laugh together, and hug our loved ones 
again. 
3. No matter what happens, God is always watching over 
us; He holds us in the palm of His hand. 
 
Please join us in this project, and take some time out of 
your day to make someone else’s day a little brighter! 

The USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life Activities issued a 
statement on the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine 
recently approved for use in the United States: 
  
“The approval of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 
vaccine for use in the United States again raises 
questions about the moral permissibility of using 
vaccines developed, tested, and/or produced with the 
help of abortion-derived cell lines. 
 
Pfizer and Moderna’s vaccines raised concerns because 
an abortion-derived cloned cell line was used for 
testing them, but not in their production.  The Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine, however, was developed, tested 
and is produced with abortion-derived cloned cell lines 
raising additional moral concerns. The Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith has judged that when ethically 
irreproachable Covid-19 vaccines are not available … it 
is morally acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that 
have used cloned cell lines from an aborted fetus in 
their research and production process. However, if one 
can choose among equally safe and effective COVID-19 
vaccines, the vaccine with the least connection to 
abortion-derived cell lines should be chosen. Therefore, 
if one has the ability to choose a vaccine, Pfizer or 
Moderna’s vaccines should be chosen over Johnson & 
Johnson’s.   
 
While we should continue to insist that pharmaceutical 
companies stop using abortion-derived cell lines, given 
the world-wide suffering that this pandemic is causing, 
we affirm again that being vaccinated can be an act of 
charity that serves the common good.” 

March 2, 2021 USCCB 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday March 15 ~ Sunday March 21 

Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18;  
 Jn 5:17-30  
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; 
 Rm 4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or 
 Lk 2:41-51a 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-15; Heb 5:7-9;  
 Jn 12:20-33 OR (Year A) Ez 37:12-14;  
 Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 
 17, 20-27, 33b-45] 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday March 14 ~ Saturday March 20 
Sunday:  Fourth Sunday of Lent; Second Scrutiny 
 Daylight Saving Time begins 
Wednesday: St. Patrick 
Thursday: St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
Friday:  St. Joseph; Abstinence 
Saturday: Spring begins 
 

Saturday March 13 ~ Sunday March 21 
Saturday   
           OLMC   3:00 pm  No Intentions  
Sunday   7:30 am No Intentions  
   9:00 am Marty Minners (Birthday) 
    Bill & Soledad Balbuena 
      (Anniversary)               
                       11:00 am   Richard Molina  
   
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  Betty Mercardo  
Wednesday  12:00 pm Trish Woods (Birthday) 
Thursday       12:00 pm  No Intentions 
Friday            12:00 pm  No Intentions 
Saturday 
            OLMC 3:00 pm   No Intentions  
Sunday   7:30 am  No Intentions 
   9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI 
    Rose Mills    
                       11:00 am Marcos Balbuena  
    Gregg Jacob  

© 2021 Franciscan Media 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

February 
Totals                                                

3-7-21  
Week 10 

March 
Totals                

to Date 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $24,874 $7,261 $7,261 

OLMC $6,494 $1,174 $1,174 

E-giving $4,313  $2,160 $2,160 

Total  $35,681 $10,595 $10,595 

LAST YEAR $41,405 $5,951 $5,951 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $1,055 $692 $692 

OLMC $120 $85 $85 

Total $1,175 $777 $777 

Parish Services:  St. Pat’s $395; OLMC $54 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

St. Cyril of Jerusalem (c. 313-386 AD) 
 
The crises and divisions that 
the Church faces today may 
seem minor when compared 
with the threat posed by the 
Arian heresy, which denied 
the divinity of Christ and 
threatened Christianity in the 
fourth century. St. Cyril of 

Jerusalem was to be caught up in the controversy, 
accused of Arianism by Saint Jerome, and ultimately 
vindicated both by the men of his own time and by being 
declared a Doctor of the Church in 1822.  
 
Those who imagine that the lives of saints are simple 
and placid, untouched by the vulgar breath of 
controversy, are rudely shocked by history. Yet, it should 
be no surprise that saints, indeed all Christians, will 
experience the same difficulties as our Master. The 
definition of truth is an endless, complex pursuit, and 
good men and women have suffered the pain of both 
controversy and error. Intellectual, emotional, and 
political roadblocks may slow up people like St. Cyril for 
a time. But their lives taken as a whole are monuments 
to honesty and courage.  



 

 


