
 

 

. . . in Our Parish 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 
Sonora, California 

St. Patrick’s 
Church 

127 Jackson St., Sonora, CA 

Mass Times: 

M-F 8:00 am 

Sat None 

Sun 8:00 am 
10:00 am 
12:00 pm 

       
  

Reconciliation 
  

  
By Appt. only 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 

Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

Mass Times:  

Sat 4:00 pm 

  
Reconciliation 

 By Appt. only 

Contact Us 
Office:   116 W. Bradford St., 
   Sonora, California  95370 

Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 8:30 - 4:00 

Fridays:   Closed  
Phone:  209-532-7139 
FAX:  209-817-8879 
Web:  www.StPatsSonora.org 
Email:   StPats@StPatsSonora.org 
Bulletin: GoodNews@StPatsSonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora:  209-532-7139 Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: 209-532-7139 Ext. 111 

Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator  
Fr. Joseph Lawrence O.C.D.,  
 Parochial Vicar 

Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Education 
Angela Cordes,  
    Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Jan DePaoli, Administrative Asst. 
Emergency Intercessions “8” 

“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 

On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you. Our hope is all who come to  
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel. 

If you would like more information about our parish, please visit our website at 
www.StPatsSonora.org.  If  you are new to the area, we encourage you to request a new 
member packet.  I would like to meet all of you.  I am available for appointments. 
Please call me at (209) 532-7139 ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.  God bless. 

          In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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The good seed is 

the children of 

the kingdom. 

The weeds are 

the children of 

the evil one. 

The harvest is the 

End of the Age. 

July 19 ~ Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

http://www.stpatssonora.org/
tel:%28209%29%20532-7139%20ext%20112


 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Third Apparition of Fatima -July 13, 1917 
“Our Lady showed us a great sea of fire which seemed to 
be under the earth. Plunged in this fire were demons and 
souls in human form....” (Lúcia dos Santos, Visionary of 
Fátima) The terrifying and horrific vision of hell, which 
the Shepherd Children witnessed, “lasted but an 
instant.” Lúcia tells us: “We looked up at Our Lady, who 
said to us, so kindly and so sadly: ‘You have seen hell 
where the souls of poor sinners go. When you pray the 
Rosary, say after each mystery: O my Jesus, forgive us, 
save us from the fire of hell. Lead all souls to heaven, 
especially those who are most in need.’” Our Lady 
instructed the Little Shepherds: “Sacrifice yourselves for 
sinners, and say many times, especially whenever you 
make some sacrifice: ‘O Jesus, it is for love of You, for the 
conversion of sinners, and in reparation for the sins 
committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary.’” 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
     To be evangelized is to come to know, and believe, 
that Jesus is the Christ. To be evangelized is to have a 
personal relationship with the Son of God who gave His 
life for your salvation. Through His life, passion, death 
and resurrection, He has freed you from sin and the 
binding force of the Enemy. He has set you free from sin 
and eternal death through the Sacrament of Baptism. 
This saving and evangelizing action of being set free can 
be found in the Sacrament of Penance and in the 
celebration of Holy Eucharist. When we encounter the 
Risen Christ in the Sacraments, we are to be reminded 
that Jesus confronts sin and frees us from it - if we are 
repentant. Our present experience of upheaval and 
uncertainty due to the pandemic, civil unrest, 
lawlessness and confusion have created a sense of “dis-
ease.” All is the fallout, the effects, of Original Sin. It’s 
time for all of us to come to terms with our personal sin 
which contributes to communal sin, and in turn can have 
a negative and destructive impact on our society and 
upon the world which we are witnessing today.                      
     Throughout this world, if we realize it or not, time is 
steadily moving forward toward its end, and with it the 
Coming of the Lord - our final destiny: Heaven or Hell. In 
the meantime as we keep this in mind, St. Cyril of 
Jerusalem has something to say in regard to this: “The 
present is a time for the acknowledgment of sins. 
Acknowledge what you have done, in word or deed, by 
night and day. Acknowledge your sins at a time of God’s 
favor (mercy), and on the day of salvation you will 
receive the treasures of heaven. Wash yourself clean, so 
that you may hold a richer store of grace. Sins are 

forgiven equally for all, but communion in the Holy Spirit 
is given in the measure of each one’s faith. If you have 
done little work, you will receive little; if you have 
achieved a great deal, great will be your reward.” St. 
Cyril continues to remind us: “If you have a grudge 
against anyone, forgive him. You are drawing near to 
receive forgiveness for your own sins; you must yourself 
forgive those who have sinned against you.”       
     As mentioned in Sacred Scripture: “He who conceals 
his sins will not prosper; he who confesses and 
renounces them will find mercy. If we acknowledge our 
sins, then God who is faithful and just, will forgive us.” 
We find in the words of Holy Scripture: “Create a clean 
heart in me, O God, and put a new and steadfast spirit 
within me.” St. Augustine states: “For a clean heart to be 
created, the unclean one must be crushed. We should be 
displeased with ourselves when we commit sin, for sin is 
displeasing to God.” So we should cry out as St. 
Augustine mentions: “Heal me, O God, with the 
ointment of repentance.”  
     Evangelization, freedom in the Risen Christ and 
deliverance from that which binds us, is to be found in 
the good news of Jesus, his Gospel. It is in the gospels 
that we come to know that: “The flesh - that part of you 
that is attracted to sin - has no more power over you. 
Because you have been baptized into Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, you have died and risen with him. You have 
died to sin and no longer owe it any allegiance. Raised up 
with Christ, you now have a way out when temptation 
arises. To belong to Christ, one must have the spirit of 
Christ dwelling within one’s heart. If you, by the Spirit, 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. Let his 
good news wash over you today: you are not bound to 
sin. You don’t owe it anything,” said Word Among Us. 
During this summer, as we find ourselves in these 
challenging times, let us: “Turn away from sin and be 
faithful to the gospel.” In example of the Children of 
Fátima, let us work together as the Church of the New 
Evangelization. Let us, as we encounter Jesus in the 
Eucharist, be a reparative remedy to sin in our society as 
we offer our sacrifices and prayers for our unrepentant 
brothers and sisters; they whom Our Lady refers to in 
her motherly and endearing words as: “poor” sinners. In 
all of this, as we move forward living out the New 
Evangelization in our lives, and in our parishes, may we, 
in these times of fear and doubt, be reassured as Our 
Lady reassured Lúcia: “My Immaculate Heart will be your 
refuge and the way that will lead you to God.”   

In the Peace of Christ, 
Bishop Myron J. Cotta 



 

 

   

“Great and 
wonderful 
are your 
works,  
Lord God 
almighty!” 
(Rev 15:3) 

Monday - Friday, 7/20-7/24 ~ Daily Mass 8:00 am  
                                                       St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 7/25 ~  Mass at 4:00 pm 
                              Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat                  

Sunday 7/26 ~ Masses at 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & Noon  
                           St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

July 19, 2020                                                       Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                           

Directives for In-Person Church Services 
General Directives: 

1. The dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 
on Sundays and Holy Days will continue. 

2. If people choose to attend Mass, they do so at their 
own risk.  During this phase, we ask that those at-risk of 
serious illness from COVID-19, please remain HOME. 

3. Physical distancing of at least 6 feet between people 
of different households will be observed. 
4. Anyone with the slightest symptoms of the illness, 
including clergy and liturgical ministers, must not attend 
Mass.  These symptoms include a cold, cough, 
headache, sore throat. 
 
Specific Directives for the Celebration of Mass 

1. The general liturgical guidelines already given during 
this period remain in force: 

 The Communion from the Chalice is suspended. 

 Communion will only be given on the hand. 

 The exchange of the Sign of Peace is omitted. 

 No holding hands during the Our Father. 
2. Those present should WEAR A MASK which covers the 
nose and mouth.  If you come to Church, and are over 
the age of 2, you will not be allowed entrance without a 
mask.  Please bring your own mask. 
3.  No congregational or choir singing during this phase.   
4. An offertory collection will not be taken but we 
greatly appreciate your generous financial support to 
the parish.  An offertory container will be available for 
you to drop your donation in when approaching the 
celebrant to receive Communion.  Donations can also be 
made on-line or dropped by at the office. 
5. The restrooms will be closed, unless the need is 
crucial and requested by a parishioner. Please contact  a 
Wellness Team member for assistance. 
6. We ask that parishioners do not congregate and visit 
together in front of the Church or the Parish Hall before 
or after Mass.   

Our Lady of Mount Carmel  
Big Oak Flat, CA 

Please note Mass schedule change! 
We will celebrate one vigil Mass on Saturday evenings, 

starting at 4:00 pm. 
The new time for the "drive-by Communion" is 4:40 for 
those of you that are not yet comfortable in a group 
setting.  Temperatures are taken prior to entering and 
you must be wearing a mask.  We are still asking that 
upon entering and leaving your pew you keep the 6' 
social distancing all the way to your car with no 
gathering along the way.  Try to remember to not leave 
your pew until the person in front of you is well on their 
way. Bulletins will be handed out as you enter the 
parking lot. The ushers only seat about 25 in the church 
due to social distancing, so arrive early for an inside 
seat.  However, we will have chairs available outside for 
any overflow. 

 
A Prayer to Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

O most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of God, 
Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. O Star of 
the Sea, help me and show me you are my Mother.  
O Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and 
earth, I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my 
heart to succor me in my necessity. There are none that 
can withstand your power. O Mary, conceived without 
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee. Sweet 
Mother I place this cause in your hands.    Amen. 

Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel 

Catholic Church 

Big Oak Flat, CA 



 

 

Evan Dean 
Eileen Hogan 
A.J. Holmes 
Bill Kiesling 

Lois Marzocchi 

Gloria Patania 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

Clay Sweeney 
 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

St. Patrick’s Parishioners 

8:00 am Daily Mass guidelines: 
 

 All Social Distancing restrictions will be followed. 

 Everyone must wear a mask and use the hand 
sanitizer provided. 

 No one is to enter the church before 7:00 am, and 
all are to enter by the front doors.  

 The church will be cleaned after Mass is finished, 
and then closed for the rest of the day. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Copyright © CNA The Catholic News Agency  

St. Mary Magdalene -  An apostle of HOPE 

By calling Mary Magdalene by name after His 
resurrection, Jesus shows us just how personal His 
relationship with mankind is, Pope Francis said. “The 
revolution destined to transform the existence of every 
man and woman, begins with a name that echoes in the 
garden of the empty tomb. How beautiful to think that 
the first appearance of the Risen One took place in such 
a personal way! That there is Someone who knows us, 
who sees our suffering and delusion, who is moved by 
us, and who calls us by name.    
So that woman, who is the first 
to encounter Jesus...now has 
become an apostle of the new 
and greatest hope.” 
 
When she returns to the tomb and is bent over his grave 
in tears, “God surprises her in the most unexpected 
way,” the Pope said, noting “how persistent her 
blindness is,” since she not only didn’t notice the 
presence of two angels questioning her, but neither 
does she recognize Jesus. “Instead, she discovers the 
most shocking event in human history when finally He 
calls her by name. Around Jesus there are many people 
who look for God; but the most marvelous reality is that 
there is above all God who is concerned about our lives, 
who wants to uplift, and to do this calls us each by 
name, recognizing the face of each person,” he said. 
 
Pointing to the joy Mary felt after discovering Jesus had 
indeed risen from the dead, the Pope said it’s a 
happiness that isn’t given in small drops, but is rather “a 
waterfall” that envelops our entire lives. “The Christian 
existence is not woven on fluffy happiness, but on waves 
that engulf everyone,” he said, and encourages us to 
place ourselves in the Gospel scene, “with the bags of 
disappointments and defeats that each one carries in 
their heart.” In that instant, he said, “there is a God 
close to us who calls us by name and says: ‘Rise, cease 
your tears, because I have come to free you!’” 
 
“Jesus” the Pope said, “is not someone who adapts to 
the world, tolerating the death, sadness, hatred and the 
moral destruction of people.” Rather, “our God dreams 
of the transformation of the world, and He realized it in 
the mystery of the Resurrection.  Mary Magdalene is the 
example of hope, because at the time of tears and 
abandonment, she hears the Risen Jesus who calls us by 
name, and with a heart full of joy goes to announce:        
I have seen the Lord!” 

Jesus said, “Do not be afraid; just have faith.”  
(Mark 5:36) 

Fear is powerful and when you 
let it overwhelm you, it's hard to 
see anything but the fear. When 
fear becomes a force in your life, 
it branches off into worries, stress 
and anxiety; this is all part of the 

enemy's plan. He wants to drag us down and 
overshadow our life with an unbearable darkness. 
 
How are we not supposed to worry though? How can 
we be confident in the future and God’s plan for us, 
especially in this year of Covid-19? Our mind races:  
What if I or someone I love gets sick? What if my 
business doesn’t recover, or my kids can’t go to school?  

What if my life never returns to normal?        Stop. 
 
Take back your life, and don't let fear control you. 
Replace your constant thoughts of worries and fears 
with positive ones. Make it a point to pray the Lord's 
words so often the negative thoughts no longer have a 
place in your head. There's nothing magical about 
words and verses, but there is power through them, 
because they're God's words. His words are life words, 
soothing to our soul, calming to our spirits, and giving  
light to our days. 



 

 

July 19, 2020                                                       Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                           

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday July 20 ~ Sunday July 26 

Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 
 23; Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday:  Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-8; Mt 12:46-50 
Wednesday:  Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; 
 Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Thursday:       Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-11;  
            Mt 13:10-17 
Friday:            Jer 3:14-17; Jer 31:10-12abcd, 13;    
            Mt 13:18-23                 
Saturday:       2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-6; Mt 20:20-28 
Sunday:          1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-       
           130; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52 [44-46]                                                                                                                              

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday July 19 ~ Saturday July 25 
Sunday:  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  St. Apollinaris 
Tuesday: St. Lawrence of Brindisi 
Wednesday: St. Mary Magdalene 
Thursday: St. Bridget 
Friday: St. Sharbel Makhlūf 
Saturday:   St. James 
 

  

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

7-5-20    
Week 27 

Participation 
N/A% 

7-12-20  
Week 28 

Participation 
N/A% 

July Totals 
to Date 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,500 $4,159 $9,659 

OLMC $469 $1,589 $2,058 

E-giving $2,625 $845 $3,470  

Total  $8,594 $6,593 $15,187 

LAST YEAR $11,813 $7,753 $19,566 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $281 $95 $376 

OLMC $67 $25 $92 

Total $348 $120 $468 

Please continue to support your Parish during this crisis. 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Saturday July 18 ~ Sunday July 26 
Saturday         4:00 pm  (OLMC)   No Intentions 
Sunday 8:00 am Henry “Hank” Rivera   
   Donald Heller                         
                        10:00 am Deceased members of the YLI                        
                          Marcos  and Michael Ramirez  
    (Happy Birthday!)                                                         
                        12:00 pm   Lupe Diaz    
   Margarita Gomez   

Monday        8:00 am Mitch Woods  
Tuesday 8:00 am    Joaquin Andre  
Wednesday 8:00 am  No Intentions 

Thursday 8:00 am Victor Espinoza  
Friday 8:00 am  No Intentions 
Saturday         4:00 pm (OLMC)  No Intentions 
Sunday 8:00 am Rose Merel   
   Henry “Hank” Rivera                         
                        10:00 am Tete Arellano  
   Daniel Vanzzini  
                        12:00 pm   Lupe Diaz     
   Socorro Gandarilla  

Summer Tours of Historic St. Anne’s 
Catholic Church in Columbia 

Saturday and Sunday, 11:00 - 3:00 
July-August 

If you have any friends or family 
members who have never been 
inside our beautiful St. Anne’s -  

bring them for a tour!   

An invitation from our brothers and sisters at  
All Saints Parish in Twain Harte. 

 

All Saints Parish  
Annual Yard Sale  

 

July 31st – August 2nd 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

All Saints Catholic Church 
18674 Cherokee Dr., Twain Harte 



 

 


