
 

 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

 
Mon-Fri 
12:00 pm 
     
Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Jan DePaoli,  
           Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 



 

 

Ash Wednesday was a few days ago, starting the Lenten 
countdown toward Holy Week and Easter. But maybe 
some of us are not completely clear as to why these 
weeks of preparation are there in the first place. 
 
One opinion is that Lent is a time to deprive yourself. You 
give up candy or smoking or desserts or heavy meals or,  
well, choose your favorite and then give it up!  
 
Lenten deprivation gave birth to Mardi Gras, literally 
meaning “Fat Tuesday.” In contrast to the deprivation of 
Lent, Mardi Gras, at least in non-Covid-19 years, had you 
eat and drink all you could, parade around in costume, 
go wild. The public usually does not recall that Mardi 
Gras has something to do with what is to them a quaint 
old practice, Lent. But that sharpens the question: what 
have they, or we, forgotten about Lent and its practices? 
 
Well, what if we described Lent as a “Retreat?” 
 
A Retreat, in Catholic and other religions, is a space of 
days taken out to pray and to be with the Lord. Often 
one goes to a retreat house to do these. In St. Louis, for 
instance, there is a beautiful place called “White 
House”—different from the one for the president—
which has a stunning view of the Mississippi River. For 
many decades Jesuits have preached retreats there every 
weekend and sometimes during the week. Sizeable 
groups of men or women stay for two or three days to 
meditate, listen to talks, and refresh their spiritual lives. 
 
I am not saying that you should disappear to the nearest 
retreat house for the five weeks of Lent. But what about 
letting each Lenten day partake of certain retreat 
practices? For instance, what about setting aside a little 
time each day to let your insides settle down for a while, 
to create a space within you to welcome God. Maybe set 
up a special place in your home or someplace else just to 
pray. How about a picture or crucifix or maybe a candle? 
Or just 10 minutes of silence? 
 
And why not use some time to read in advance the 
gospel from the upcoming Sunday Mass? Sit down, read 
it slowly, and let the scene described take place within 
your heart and mind. This week you could ask Jesus how 
it felt to have the Spirit drive him into the desert, as 
described in this week’s Gospel. 
 
The point? 

Let the Lord’s loving deeds be your motivation for “giving 
up” something during Lent. Make a gift of gratitude to 
God, rather than just refraining from something or other.  
 
How does any of this prepare you for Holy Week and 
Easter? By doing exactly what Jesus does when He makes 
of Himself a gift consisting of suffering, sacrifice, and 
ultimately death. He is returning a gift of love to the 
Father.  
 
Lent prepares us to witness this reality of Our Savior. 
 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

© 2021 Fr. John Foley 

Fr. John Foley, SJ 

 
To you, O blessed Joseph, do we 
come in our tribulation, and having 
implored the help of your Most 
Holy Spouse, we confidently invoke 
your patronage also. 
 
Through that charity which bound 
you to the Immaculate Virgin 

Mother of God and through the paternal love with 
which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg 
you graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus 
Christ purchased by His Blood, and with your power and 
strength to aid us in our necessities. 
 
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the 
chosen children of Jesus Christ.  O most loving father, 
ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting 
influence.  O our most mighty protector, be kind to us 
and from heaven assist us in our struggle with the power 
of darkness. 
 
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, 
so now protect God’s Holy Church from the snares of 
the enemy and from all adversity; shield too each one of 
us by your constant protection, so that supported by 
your example and your aid, we may be able to live 
piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal 
happiness in heaven. Amen. 
 
(This prayer was composed by Pope Leo XIII, 1889) 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022121.cfm#main-content


 

 

Monday 2/22 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Tuesday 2/23 ~  Daily Mass, 12:00 pm  
Wednesday 2/24 ~ Communion Service, 12:00 pm 
Thursday 2/25 & Friday 2/26 ~ Daily Mass, 12:00 pm 
                            St. Patrick’s, Sonora                          

Friday 2/26 ~ Stations of the Cross 
                          3:00 pm OLMC;  5:00 pm St. Patrick’s 

Saturday 2/27 ~ Vigil Mass, 3:00 pm  
                   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 2/28 ~ Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am 
                            St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

February 21, 2021                                                                                    First Sunday of Lent 

“The 2 most important days in your life are the day you 
were born, and the day you realized why.” 

Mark Twain 

 
 
 
 

BMA 2021 
Moving Forward In Gratitude and Hope:  

Together As One 
In gratitude and hope, our diocese continues to serve 
our parish and school communities throughout our 
region. From providing virtual religious formation 
courses, coordinating live streamed Masses and online 
giving, and assisting to secure Paycheck Protection 
Program loans (PPP), we remain committed in providing 
specialized services and programs to strengthen the 
ministries of our entire Diocese. 
  
The support of God’s people is needed to ensure that 
these critical ministries continue to serve our parish 
communities throughout our great Diocese of Stockton. 
  
Please prayerfully consider what your family may be 
able to give this year. One option is to give online! It is 
safe, secure, and convenient. Below is a link to the BMA 
online giving page. 

https://stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
A new weekly series in the Bulletin!   

 
Every week, Fr. Banka will give us wonderful bits of 
information regarding our Catholic Faith.  Some will be 
inspiring, some will be elucidating, some will just be fun - 
but all will be interesting and will help us grow in our 
spirituality and faith. 
 

Almsgiving 
Of the three pillars of Lent - prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving - almsgiving is probably the least understood 
and the most neglected.  To give financial support to 
your church and other worthy causes is quite important, 
but the practice of almsgiving goes beyond monetary 
donations.  It’s the charitable acts we can choose to do 
everyday, it’s the giving of our time and talent to those 
in need, it’s the comforting hand or the gentle words we 
can choose to use, rather than using harsh words or 
angry gestures.  It’s showing kindness and mercy to 
others, even those, and maybe especially those, who 
may not return it. 
 
We can start in our own homes, by giving our family 
members our time, attention, and loving smiles.  Then 
we can extend that same generosity to our neighbors, 
friends, co-workers, and to strangers we may only meet 
once and never again have the chance to show them 
God’s love.  Think of the those who are alone and 
homebound during this pandemic.  How happy they 
would be to receive a phone call or a card, just to say 
“You are loved; you are not forgotten.” 
 
There are many ways to  
“give alms.” What will be your 
way during this Lenten season, 
and beyond? 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Banka 

Good News for all you  
early risers! 

7:30 am Sunday Mass  
resumes this Sunday, Feb 21  

  St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Stations of  

the Cross 

Please join us in this Lenten 
devotion as we pray the 
Stations of the Cross every 
Friday during Lent.   

This will be an outdoor service, so please dress warmly. 
St. Patrick’s ~  5:00 pm 

OLMC ~ 3:00 pm 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Jackie Boling-Tucker 
Bernice Budowich 

Roger Clark 
David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeveria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 
A NEW Religious Study has begun 

at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
 

The Wild Goose: 
Discovering a Deeper Relationship  

with the Holy Spirit 
 
What: Invitation to a Religious Study (7 Lessons) 
Where: Zoom Meeting 
When: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays starting Feb 10th, 2021 
Time: 5:00 – 6:30 PM 
DVD Speaker: Father Dave Pivonka, TOR 
  
“The Wild Goose” is an unforgettable journey that you 
shouldn't miss.  Join Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, in this 
incredible 14-part video series which is awakening God's 
love and transforming power in the hearts of all who 
participate.  Discover the Holy Spirit who has been 
revealed to us by Jesus Christ and who leads us to our 
heavenly Father. 
 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is not merely something 
reserved for Confirmation. The Spirit desires a 
relationship with us that will take us on the greatest 
adventure imaginable: a journey to the very heart of 
God.  The Holy Spirit desires to be present to us in a 
manner that brings light out of darkness, freedom out of 
bondage, order out of chaos, and life out of death. 
 
Please sign up for this class 
as soon as possible so that 
your class outline and your 
Zoom meeting invitation 
can be emailed to you.  All 
Parishioners are invited! 
 
For more information, 
please contact Warren 
Belisle at 962-4309 or email: 
bellale@msn.com  

Update on Indoor Masses from Bishop Cotta 
 
Brothers and Sisters,  
We give thanks for the recent Supreme Court ruling 
recognizing that the prohibition of indoor worship is a 
violation of our religious liberty. At the same time, we 
do not in any way wish to downplay the seriousness of 
the pandemic. We will be returning indoor services, not 
only because of this ruling but also because we know 
that it can be done safely. There have been thousands 
if not millions of safe celebrations of the Mass 
throughout the country over the past months since 
indoor Masses have resumed. We are still not aware of 
a single outbreak occurring at a Catholic Mass where 
safety protocols were being strictly followed, even 
when an asymptomatic individual was present who 
later tested positive for COVID-19.  
 
For that safety record to continue, it is absolutely vital 
that all of us continue to follow the safeguards 
attached to this document, so that we can show that 
our worship is safe, even indoors. The maximum 
capacity for indoor Masses is now 25% (still with 
physical distancing), without the hard limit of 100.  
 
As Bishop, I commend the Faithful, Clergy, Parish staffs 
and Parish volunteers for their patience and 
understanding through the numerous transitions since 
the pandemic began and I ask of you again for that 
same cooperation. Let us continue to pray for a swift 
end to the pandemic.  
 
In the Peace of Christ, 
Bishop Myron J. Cotta 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Peggy Kingman 
 

A memorial Mass will be celebrated on 
Saturday, February 27 at 1:00 pm  

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall. 



 

 

February 21, 2021                                                                                   First Sunday of Lent                                                     

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday February 22 ~ Sunday February 28 

Monday: 1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-5; Mt 16:13-19 
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;  
 Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; 
 Mt 7:7-12 
Friday: Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8;  
 Mt 5:43-48 
Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116:10,  
 15-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday February 21 ~ Saturday February 27 
Sunday:  First Sunday of Lent 
Monday: Julian Calendar Lent begins 
Tuesday: St. Polycarp 
Thursday:  Purim begins at sunset 
Friday: Abstinence 
Saturday: St. Gregory of Narek 
 

  

Saturday February 20 ~ Sunday February 28 
Saturday   
           OLMC   3:00 pm Souls in Purgatory   
Sunday   7:30 am Clay & Barbara Sweeney  
     (Happy Anniversary!)  
  9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI   
    Mike Schirmer                 
                       11:00 am   Alicia Sanchez  
    Jack & LaVon Woodcock  
Monday         12:00 pm Communion Service 
Tuesday         12:00 pm  Lizbeth Gutierrez  

  Susanna Riedel   
  Marcos Balbuena  
Wednesday  12:00 pm Communion Service 
Thursday       12:00 pm Bob Watts  
  Susanna Maddox  
Friday            12:00 pm Peggy Patin (Thank you) 
  Bill & Soledad Balbuena 
   (Happy Anniversary!) 
Saturday 
            OLMC 3:00 pm   No Intentions  
Sunday   7:30 am  No Intentions 
   9:00 am Fred & Lucille Kahl  
    Roger & Pearl Kitto  
 11:00 am Alicia Sanchez  
    Fred & Kathleen Kahl (Healing) 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

2-7-21    
Week 6 

February 
Totals          

To Date                                     

2-14-21   
Week 7 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $6,249 $11,336 $5,087 

OLMC $3,581 $4,660 $1,079 

E-giving $2,110 $3,095  $985 

Total  $11,940 $19,091 $7,151 

LAST YEAR $8,956 $20,805 $11,849 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $807 $917 $110 

OLMC $55 $90 $35 

Total $862 $1,007 $145 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Prayer of St. Gregory of Narek 
“You seek my return to You,  

but do not grow weary.  
You run after me in my obstinacy,  

but do not give up.  
You rush after me in my sloth  

and are not stopped. 
                 In the face of my darkness, You are Light. 
                In the face of my mortality, You are Life.” 

 
St. Gregory of Narek was declared a Doctor of the Church 

by Pope Francis in 2015. 

Second Collection  
February 27-28 
 

Black  
and  

Indian  
Missions 



 

 


