
 

 

. . . in Our Parish 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 
Sonora, California 

St. Patrick’s 
Church 

127 Jackson St., Sonora, CA 

Mass Times: 

M-F 8:00 am 

Sat None 

Sun 8:00 am 
10:00 am 
12:00 pm 

       
  

Reconciliation 
  

  
By Appt. only 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 

Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

Mass Times:  

Sat 3:00 pm 

 5:00 pm 
Reconciliation 

 By Appt. only 

Contact Us 
Office:   116 W. Bradford St., 
   Sonora, California  95370 

Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9:00 - 1:00 

Fridays:   Closed  
Phone:  209-532-7139 
FAX:  209-817-8879 
Web:  www.StPatsSonora.org 
Email:   StPats@StPatsSonora.org 
Bulletin: GoodNews@StPatsSonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora:  209-532-7139 Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: 209-532-7139 Ext. 111 

Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator  
Fr. Joseph Lawrence O.C.D.,  
 Parochial Vicar 

Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Education 
Angela Cordes,  
    Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
Gail Andrus, Receptionist 
Jan DePaoli, Administrative Asst. 
Emergency Intercessions “8” 

“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 

On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you. Our hope is all who come to  
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel. 

If you would like more information about our parish, please visit our website at 
www.StPatsSonora.org.  If  you are new to the area, we encourage you to request a new 
member packet.  I would like to meet all of you.  I am available for appointments. 
Please call me at (209) 532-7139 ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.  God bless. 

          In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

In Los Angeles and San Francisco over the weekend, 
protestors tore down two statues of St. Junipero Serra, 
an 18th-century Franciscan priest and missionary who 
they accused of contributing to the destruction of Native 
American culture through his founding of the first nine of 
California’s mission churches. Who is Junipero Serra, and 
why has he become such a lightning rod for controversy? 
 
Born in Spain in 1713, Serra joined the Franciscans and 
quickly gained prominence as a scholar and professor. He 
chose to give up his academic career to become a 
missionary in the New World. A California archeologist, 
who has studied the missions for over 25 years, told CNA 
earlier this year that it is clear from Serra’s own writings 
that he was motivated by a missionary zeal to bring 
salvation to the Native people through the Catholic faith, 
rather than by genocidal, racist, or opportunistic 
motivations. “Serra writes excitedly about how he had 
finally found his life’s calling, and that he would give his 
life to these people and their salvation,” Dr. Reuben 
Mendoza, an archeologist and professor at California 
State University-Monterey Bay, told CNA. Traveling 
almost everywhere on foot, Serra founded mission 
churches all along the coast of present-day California. 
 
Many of the missions would form the cores of what are 
today the state’s biggest cities— such as San Diego, San 
Francisco, and Los Angeles. In many ways, the missions 
were a communal venture between the friars and Native 
leaders. The compound itself would include work areas, 
such as a blacksmith’s shop and places for crafts and 
weaving. The Europeans taught the Natives new 
agricultural techniques, as well as instruction in the faith, 
performing thousands of baptisms. There were 
occasional conflicts, both between the Natives and the 
friars and between the friars and the Spanish soldiers. 
Although Serra did not explicitly ban the use of corporal 
punishment, such as beatings, for Native Americans at 
the missions, Mendoza said, there is little evidence that 
Serra ever carried it out himself. Moreover, Serra 
specifically advocated for the rights of Native peoples, at 
one point drafting a 33 point "bill of rights" for the Native 
Americans living in the mission settlements and walking 
all the way from California to Mexico City to present it to 
the viceroy. 
 
Spain would go on to construct some 100,000 churches 
in the New World, but the Catholic missionaries very 
often did not share the same goals, tactics, and values as 
the Spanish military. Mendoza said the worst abuses 
against the Native Americans in California took place 

after the age of the missions ended, when the Spanish 
government ceased sending funding to the 21 sites and 
to the Spanish military. The soldiers, without the support 
of their faraway benefactors, began to prey on the 
missionaries and the Natives. Many more Natives died 
during this time than had in the 60 years that the 
missions were operational. Indigenous people were 
more vulnerable to attacks by settlers and white 
authorities if they were not Christian. The fact that the 
missions had converted many Native communities to 
Christianity actually helped them survive later European 
abuses, he said. 
 
The California gold rush in the 1840s saw hundreds of 
thousands of European settlers come to the area, with 
little to no protections afforded to the Natives. While the 
Native peoples did suffer instances of horrific abuse, 
Mendoza said many people conflate the abuses the 
Natives suffered long after Serra’s death with the period 
when Serra was alive and building the missions. After 
California became a state in 1850, the state constitution 
for years deprived indigenous people of any legal 
protection, meaning a white person could kill one of 
them with no consequences. One of the figures 
associated with well-documented atrocities against 
Native Americans was Governor Leland Stanford— the 
namesake of Stanford University— who while he was 
governor in the late 1800s had a specific militia to hunt 
down and slaughter Natives. In light of this, Mendoza 
said it is especially ironic that there have been several 
successful efforts in recent years to expunge Serra’s 
name from campus buildings and landmarks at Stanford, 
but relatively few calls to rename the University itself. 
 
The missions had a huge effect on modern-day 
California. They helped to establish cities and highways, 
gave California its wine industry, and of course brought 
Catholicism to the area in a big way. Most importantly to 
St. Junipero Serra, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles today 
cares for more souls than any other diocese in the 
country, with nearly 300 parishes, and millions of 
Catholics. “Serra was a man on a mission,” Mendoza 
said. “He was absolutely determined to engage the 
salvation of indigenous communities. While for some 
that may be seen as an intrusion, for Serra in his time, 
that was seen as one of the most benevolent things one 
could do— to give one’s life over to others, and that’s 
what he did.”                                                
                         Jonah McKeown, for Catholic News Agency 

Copyright © CNA All rights reserved  



 

 

Monday - Friday, 6/29-7/3 ~ Daily Mass 8:00 am  
                                                     St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

Saturday 7/4 ~  Masses at 3:00 pm & 5:00 pm 
                            Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
                             Parish Services Collection 

Sunday 7/5 ~ Masses at 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & Noon  
                 St. Patrick’s, Sonora; Parish Services Collection 

June 28, 2020                                                     Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                            

The St. Patrick's Food Pantry 
has been operating during this 
Corona virus Pandemic, and is 
now running low on supplies.   
 

This is what the Pantry needs: 
    -  Mac & Cheese/Rice A Roni or other packaged meals 
    -  Canned fruit or small containers of fruit/applesauce 
    -  Jam or jelly      
    -  Crackers    
    -  Cereal, cold or hot 
    -  Small bottles or cans of juice/Gatorade/fruit punch 
    -  Top Ramen or Cup A Noodles 

Thank you to ALL the Parishioners who graciously 
support our Food Pantry! 

 
Questions or Pick-up, please call Sandy Tannhauser:  

209-532-3899 

Directives for In-Person Church Services 
General Directives: 

1. The dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 
on Sundays and Holy Days will continue. 

2. If people choose to attend Mass, they do so at their 
own risk.  During this phase, we ask that those at-risk of 
serious illness from COVID-19, please remain HOME. 

3. Physical distancing of at least 6 feet between people 
of different households will be observed. 
4. Anyone with the slightest symptoms of the illness, 
including clergy and liturgical ministers, must not attend 
Mass.  These symptoms include a cold, cough, 
headache, sore throat. 
 
Specific Directives for the Celebration of Mass 

1. The general liturgical guidelines already given during 
this period remain in force: 

 The Communion from the Chalice is suspended. 

 Communion will only be given on the hand. 

 The exchange of the Sign of Peace is omitted. 

 No holding hands during the Our Father. 
2. Those present should WEAR A MASK which covers the 
nose and mouth.  If you come to Church, and are over 
the age of 2, you will not be allowed entrance without a 
mask.  Please bring your own mask. 
3. Due to the increased risk of spreading the disease 
through respiratory droplets and aerosols well beyond 6 
feet when singing, there will be no congregational or 
choir singing during this phase.   
4. An offertory collection will not be taken but we 
greatly appreciate your generous financial support to 
the parish.  An offertory container will be available for 
you to drop your donation in when approaching the 
celebrant to receive Communion.  Donations can also be 
made on-line or dropped by at the office. 
5. The restrooms will be closed, unless the need is 
crucial and requested by a parishioner. Please contact 
the usher for assistance. 
6. We ask that parishioners do not congregate and visit 
together in front of the Church or the Parish Hall before 
or after Mass.  When you arrive for Mass: 
 The Usher will help you form a line outside of the 
church. Please maintain 6 feet of distance. 
 The Usher will direct you to the hand sanitation site 
and take you to your seat according to social distancing 
guidelines. 
 The Usher will guide you to receive Holy 
Communion. If you do not wish to receive Holy 
Communion, please remain in your seat.  The Usher will 
also assist in helping the parishioners leave the church.  

Annual Prayer “Supper” Event: “Why Pray?”  
Sunday, June 28th, 2 - 4 pm  

This year, at this time of physical distancing, you are 
invited to join us on-line with Zoom for the screening of 
a brand new locally produced video featuring many 
younger people explaining why they pray or meditate in 
the many spiritual communities represented in our 
region. We’ll break into discussion groups to further 
explore what these teens and young adults have to 
teach us.  
1. Go to https://zoom.us  
2.    Enter the meeting ID #: 882 5008 6819  

Please join us, and be prepared to be inspired!  
https://www.facebook.com/stanislausinterfaith 

http://www.stanislausinterfaith.org  



 

 

Evan Dean 
Eileen Hogan 
A.J. Holmes 
Jeanne Kiely 
Bill Kiesling 

Lois Marzocchi 
Gloria Patania 

Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

Clay Sweeney 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

St. Patrick’s Parishioners 

8:00 am Daily Mass has resumed! 
Please see the guidelines below: 

 

 All Social Distancing restrictions will be followed. 

 Everyone must wear a mask and use the hand 
sanitizer provided. 

 No one is to enter the church before 7:00 am, and 
all are to enter by the front doors.  

 The church will be cleaned after Mass is finished, 
and then closed for the rest of the day. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

OLMC Parish Services 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish Services 
is an organization within the parish 
which provides assistance to our 
community. We are guided by the 
wisdom of the Spirit to follow our 

Catholic tradition of caring for those in need by providing 
for the physical and financial concerns of our 
parishioners and the community. The phone number to 
call to request assistance or information is 209-532-7139 
Ext. 111 and is on the front page of the church bulletin. 
This phone number is monitored by our Core Group. 
 
Parish Services picks up the food donated each week at 
Mass and delivers it to the EV Free Church who 
distribute it to people in need in the Groveland – Big Oak 
Flat Area. We have made cash donations to the Baptist 
Church, the Seventh Day Adventist Church and the EV 
Free Church for their food distribution programs. Please 
resume bringing food donations to Mass. We have not 
been able to deliver food to the EV Free Church since 
Masses were cancelled in March.  
 
We could use one or two more volunteers on our Core 
Group. If you would like more information or would like 
to volunteer, please call the number above and a 
member will return your call. If you would be available 
to prepare food for the sick or for funerals, light home 
repairs, light yard work or social visits, please fill out a 
form which is available at the Parish Service box at the 
back of the church and put it in the box.  

Thank you for your past support. 
 
And the King said, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did 
for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

(Matthew 25:40) 

Prayer to 
Overcome Racism 

 
Mary, friend and mother to all, through your Son, God 
has found a way to unite himself to every human being, 
called to be one people, sisters and brothers to each 
other.  
 
We ask for your help in calling on your Son, seeking 
forgiveness for the times when we have failed to love 
and respect one another. 
 
We ask for your help in obtaining from your Son the 
grace we need to overcome the evil of racism and to 
build a just society. 
 
We ask for your help in following your Son, so that 
prejudice and animosity will no longer infect our minds 
or hearts but will be replaced with a love that respects 
the dignity of each person. 
 
Mother of the Church, the Spirit of your Son Jesus 
warms our hearts: pray for us.  Amen. 
 
www.usccb.org/racism  

Upcoming Events ~ Save the Date 

Saturday 7/25 ~ We will celebrate the 
Feast of St. Anne and St. Joachim with 
Mass at 9:00 am, at St. Anne’s Catholic 
Church in Columbia 
 

Happy  

4th of July! 



 

 

June 28, 2020                                                      Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                           

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday June 29 ~ Sunday July 5 

Monday:  Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; 
 Mt 16:13-19 
Tuesday:  Am 3:1-8, 4:11-12; Ps 5:4b-8; Mt 8:23-27 
Wednesday:  Am 5:14-15, 21-24; Ps 50:7-13, 16bc-17; 
 Mt 8:28-34 
Thursday:       Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 9:1-8 
Friday:            Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29  
Saturday:       Am 9:11-15; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Mt 9:14-17 
Sunday:          Zec 9:9-10; Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14;  
           Rom 8:9, 11-13; Mt 11:25-30 

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday June 28 ~ Saturday July 5 
Sunday:  Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles 
Tuesday: The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman  
                          Church 
Wednesday: St. Junipero Serra; Canada Day 
Friday: St. Thomas, First Friday 
Saturday:   American Independence Day;  
 First Saturday;  Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

  

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

6-14-20    
Week 24 

Participation 
16% 

6-21-20  
Week 25        

Participation 
N/A% 

June Totals 
to Date 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $7,980 $4,714 $16,279 

OLMC $1,079 $1,033 $3,915 

E-giving $660 $1,500 $4,130  

Total  $9,719 $7,247 $24,324 

LAST YEAR $7,572 $6,615 $21,843 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $283 $70 $548 

OLMC $60 $45 $175 

Total $343 $115 $723 

Please continue to support your Parish during this crisis. 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Saturday June 27 ~ Sunday July 5 
Saturday         3:00 pm (OLMC)   No Intentions 
              5:00 pm  (OLMC)   Jackie Withers  
             (Happy Birthday!) 
Sunday 8:00 am Nuncy Patania  
   Rose Merel   
                       10:00 am Tete Arellano                         
             The Clark Family  

                       12:00 pm    Alicia Sanchez    
   Jack & LaVon Woodcock  
   Jack McCoy   
Monday        8:00 am  No Intentions 
Tuesday 8:00 am    Nuncy Patania  
Wednesday 8:00 am Janet Cordes  
Thursday 8:00 am  No Intentions 
Friday 8:00 am Bill Balbuena (Happy Birthday!) 
  Ambrea Penney  
Saturday         3:00 pm (OLMC)  No Intentions 
             5:00 pm (OLMC)  No Intentions 
Sunday 8:00 am Nuncy Patania   
                       10:00 am Janet Cordes 
                       12:00 pm    Lupe Diaz     
   Antonia Diaz  
      



 

 


