
 

 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
Sunday 
Masses 
are held 
Outdoors 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass is  
held 
Outdoors 
Saturday 
3:00 pm 
 

Reconciliation: By appt. 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
 Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Ron Ivey, Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Jan DePaoli,  
 Administrative Asst. 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 

 
Contact Us 

Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
Phone:  209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
Sonora 209-532-7139, Ext. 107 
Big Oak Flat: Same, ext. 111 

Volume 9, Number 48 

 

“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come 
to St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the 
risen Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information 
about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   
If you are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I 
would like to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments.  Please 
call me at 209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

  

. . . in our Parish 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
 
After hearing from the Diocese I have an update for you about how we are going to move forward with our liturgical 
services until we hear further from the Diocese. I would like to thank Bishop Myron Cotta for negotiating with the 
Tuolumne County health officials in order for us to have indoor Masses with limited participants. Given this cold 
weather, I don’t know how far we will be able to adjust ourselves for outdoor Masses and we definitely appreciate the 
efforts of our bishop for us. 
 

 Indoor Masses....As we know earlier this week our Governor declared that Tuolumne County is in the “Purple 
Zone” in terms of COVID 19 infections. As a result, our county is required to follow strict restrictions for indoor 
church liturgical services. No more than 10 people can be present at indoor church services, whether it is a Sunday 
or daily Mass, a baptism, a wedding, a funeral, or other special blessing. Following the guidelines of our diocese 
and county, we will have weekday Masses indoors at St. Patrick’s Parish Hall at 8:00 am. It will be first come, first 
serve, but priority is given to those who have Mass intentions for the day. Hall will be open at 7:00am. 

 Outdoor Masses...Outdoor services allowing for much greater attendance are permitted provided that all the 
appropriate protocols are followed. We will have outdoor Masses starting this Sunday, November 29, 2020, in the 
lower parking lot. Please bring your own chair and try to follow enough social distance and be prepared for the 
weather situations. (A few chairs will be provided, but we ask you to PLEASE bring your own chair.) As I have 
already mentioned, we will have Masses at 7:30 am, 9am, and 11am. We will see how it goes for the first weekend 
and then see if we have to make any changes. Mass at OLMC will be at 4:00 pm on Saturdays. 

 
I hope and pray that we soon turn to the red zone and be able to come to normalcy. At 
this juncture, it is important for us to encourage ourselves to be strong in our faith. 
Please take care of yourselves. Support one another by observing and taking necessary 
precautions to protect yourselves and one another from the spreading of this virus. 
 
You all are very special to me and I am thankful to God for all of you. I appreciate each 
and every one of you.  May Christ our King be your strength and courage now and 
always. 

In the Merciful Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

St. Patrick’s “Drive-By” Blessing 
Feast of Christ the King ~ November 22, 2020 

OLMC prepares for outdoor Mass 



 

 

Monday 11/30 ~  Communion Service Only 

Tuesday 12/1 - Friday 12/4 ~ Daily Mass 8:00 am 
                                                     St. Patrick’s, Sonora 
Indoors Parish Hall - Attendance is limited to 10 people 

Saturday 12/5 ~ Vigil Mass at 3:00 pm 
                               Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
                               OUTDOORS: In the Church Parking Lot 

Sunday 12/6 ~ Masses at 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am 
                              St. Patrick’s, Sonora 
           OUTDOORS:  In the Parish Hall lower Parking Lot 

November 29, 2020                                                                               First Sunday of Advent 

St. Patrick’s Parish  

Christmas Fair  

POSTPONED! 
We greatly appreciate everyone who has donated items 
and/or volunteered to help.  Please be assured, the 
Christmas Fair will be held as soon as it is deemed safe 
for indoor gatherings again.   
 
Christmas baskets will be on available for  sale after all 
Masses starting on December 6.  You can also buy some 
yummy Beef or Chicken Burritos after all Masses on 
December 6, for only $7.00 each.  So you can do some 
Christmas shopping, pick-up lunch for the family, and 
help your Parish! 
 
If you have any questions, please call the Parish Office. 

Advent is here!  During this time, we are called to 
reflect on new beginnings that are only possible through 
God’s grace and mercy. We reflect on the birth of Jesus, 
which led Joseph and Mary on a journey. That journey 
for Joseph and Mary was filled with challenge and 
tribulation. Through it all, they relied on God to take on 
the challenges they faced, in hope of a new beginning 
for themselves as they trusted in His plan for them. Take 
time today to reflect on the journey you've been on this 
past year and ask God to show you His love and mercy as 
he lays out a path of new beginnings this coming year.        

Bishop Myron J. Cotta     

All Parishioners please note: 
 Sunday Mass Schedule  

starts this Sunday,  
(First Sunday of Advent) 

St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

This year our Advent Giving Tree is dedicated to 
assisting the good work done by the Foothill Pregnancy 
Center.  Here are the items they especially need: 

 
Baby Girl Outfits, 0-12 Months  
Size 6 or 7 Toddler Shoes, Boy or Girl 
Toddler Socks 
3- to 4-Year Old Outfits, Boy or Girl 
NO diapers are needed (they have plenty!) 
 

Please bring your unwrapped donations to the Parish 
Office before December 17th.   Thank you and may  God 
bless you for your generosity! 

What is the Mass?  
There is no simple answer to that 
question. The Church uses many different 
images and terms to describe our most 
important prayer. The Mass is the 
celebration of the Eucharist, a Greek word 

that means “thanksgiving.” It is the Lord’s Supper. It is 
the Breaking of the Bread. It is the memorial of the 
Lord’s passion, death, and resurrection. It is the Holy 
Sacrifice, in which the sacrifice of Christ on the cross is 
perpetuated. It is the holy and divine liturgy, the sacred 
mysteries. It is the source and summit of our Christian 
lives, the new covenant, the work of the Holy Spirit, the 
paschal mystery.  The Mass, our greatest prayer and our 
deepest mystery, is celebrated every day, many times a 
day, the world over. The inexhaustible richness of the 
Eucharist is both “bread from heaven” and “daily 
bread.” The Mass is our everyday miracle. 

Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list, please contact 
the Parish Office at 209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

INTO YOUR HANDS  
O LORD,      

we commend the souls of   

George Kosko 
Carolynn Gregory 

   May their souls, and the souls of all the dear 
departed, through the mercy of God,  

rest in peace. 

David Costa 
Liam Cuellar 
Evan Dean 

Brenda Echeveria 
A.J. Holmes 

Eileen Hogan 
Bill Kiesling 

Lois Marzocchi 

Gloria Patania 
Juan Pulido 
Jeanne Ruff 
Connie Scott 
Sheila Spatz 

Clay Sweeney 
Jackie Boling-Tucker 

Setting a small place aside for a home altar is a great 
idea for families. It's also a great idea for your friends 
and loved ones who live alone, so encourage them to do 
this as well.  Home altars function as an encouragement 
to a life centered in prayer and faith. While the world 
outside the home threatens to destroy faith, your home 
can be a sanctuary where it is nurtured. Home altars can 
also be a lovely way to display and enjoy the beautiful 
artistic heritage of the Catholic Church. It's not hard to 
set up a home altar. Just start with a crucifix (don't 
forget to have it blessed) and add things from 
there.  Here is a list of simple things to include in your 
home altar.  All of the items listed below can be 
acquired very inexpensively. You can always upgrade 
each later to more beautiful, lasting, heirloom-quality 
pieces. 

     Home Altar Basics 
1. Holy Water font or Holy water bottle 

2. Catholic icon or other Catholic art 

3. Statue or image of Our Lady 

4. Your favorite saint in statue or image 

5. Your favorite rosary 

6. Catholic Bible 

7. Prayer cards and/or prayer book 

8. Candles 

Get to know the members of the  

St. Patrick’s  

Pastoral Council 

 
 

The Pastoral Council serves as an advisory council for 
the Pastor.  The Council assists the Pastor in articulating 
the vision for the parish through practical goals and 
objectives.  It investigates pastoral matters, considers 
them, and then proposes practical conclusions to the 
Pastor.  Council members welcome your thoughts and 
concerns regarding our parish life.  
 
In the weeks that follow, we will highlight one or more 
members of the Council, and let them tell you a little bit 
about themselves.   

 

Peggy Patin 
“Each day my morning starts with 
a cup of coffee.  I look forward to 
this coffee as soon as my eyes 
open in the morning.  Before 
Covid-19, I would check my phone 
for all the news as I drank this 
coffee.  Once Covid-19 began, my 
ritual changed.  I waited to check 

the news and instead, put myself in God's presence and 
expressed my gratitude and thankfulness to God.  More 
than that, even, I expressed my confidence in faith that 
I know He is in control, not that I understand, but I 
trust.  My prayer especially for all of the members of St. 
Patrick's Parish is that we pray for one another without 
letting a day go by, and have confidence that God is 
with us always, and to truly believe that.” 
  



 

 

November 29, 2020                                                                              First Sunday of Advent                                                     

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday November 30 ~ Sunday December 6 

Monday: Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22 
Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;  
 Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday:  Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday:      Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  
 Mt 7:21, 24-24 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday:        Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;  
 Mt 9:35 -- 10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday:         Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-14; 2 Pt 3:8-14; 
 Mk 1:1-8                                                                                                                        

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday November 29 ~ Saturday December 5 
Sunday:  First Sunday of Advent 
Monday: St. Andrew, Apostle 
Tuesday: World AIDS Awareness Day 
Thursday: St. Francis Xavier 
Friday: St. John Damascene 
Saturday: First Saturday 
 

  

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

11-15-20    
Week 46  

11-22-20 
Week 47 

November 
Totals          

to Date                   

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $3,678 $2,564 $17,188 

OLMC $744 $775 $3,938 

E-giving $860 $350 $3,630  

Total  $5,282 $3,689 $24,756 

LAST YEAR $7,078 $7,389 $33,172 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $70 $40 $873 

OLMC $0 $20 $195 

Total $70 $60 $1,068 

 (Additional) All Souls: St. Pat’s $70 
Please keep supporting your Parish during this pandemic. 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Saturday November 28 ~ Sunday December 6 
Saturday (OLMC)  MASS OUTDOORS 
 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday  MASSES OUTDOORS 
 7:30 am Connie Hall   
   Michael Railton                        
   9:00 am John Merel  
   Salvador Gamez   
 11:00 am Michael Johnson     
  Alicia Sanchez  

Daily Mass is INDOORS, Parish Hall, 10 people max. 
Monday        8:00 am No Service 
Tuesday 8:00 am  Souls in Purgatory  
  Don Westendorf (Healing) 
Wednesday 8:00 am Souls in Purgatory  
  Raul Gamboa  
Thursday 8:00 am Souls in Purgatory  
  Jesus & Maria Gonsalvez  
Friday 8:00 am Souls in Purgatory  
  Sofia Diaz (Happy Birthday!) 
Saturday (OLMC)  MASS OUTDOORS 
 4:00 pm   Lupe Diaz  
Sunday    MASSES OUTDOORS   
  7:30 am Anthony & Sandy Pallante   
    Angela Brown                       
   9:00 am Joan Holland  
    Gay Vaniman   
                        11:00 am    Lupe Diaz    

    Alicia Sanchez   

 

 

 

 

The photos of our deceased loved ones, which have 
been in the windows of the Parish Hall, may be picked 
up in the Parish Office during the week of Nov 30.  If 
you haven’t already retrieved your photos, please 
remember to pick them up this week. 

Give up your 

small  ambitions;  

Come with me to 
save  

the world! 

 
St. Francis Xavier 



 

 


